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INTRODUCTION 


Satamis, one of the decisive battles of the world, 
which saved not only Greece but western civilization, 
is a connecting link between the three great Attic 
tragedians. Aeschylus, then in his prime, fought 
himself and celebrated the victory in his Persae; 
Sophocles, a boy of fifteen, was chosen for his beauty 
and musical skill as leader of the youthful choir who 
danced and sang a paean round the trophy; and 
Euripides, according to tradition, was born on the 
‘very day of the battle. 

In his art, no less than in his age, Sophocles stands 
half way between the primitive faith and large 
utterance of Aeschylus, the “superman,” and the 
lyric pathos, “the touch of all things human,” of 
Euripides the Rationalist. 

Of his private life, if we neglect later myth and 
gossip, there is little to tell. As Phrynicus wrote 
shortly after his death, “Thus happily ended a life 
without one mishap.” He was born at Colonus 
(495 B.c.), that deme of Athens which he afterwards 
immortalized in what Cicero pronounced the sweetest | 
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of all lyrics, and his father Sophilus, 'a well-to-do 
Athenian (probably a master-cutler) gave him the 
best education of the day-in music, dancing, and 
gymnastics, Endowed with every gift of nature, 
both physical and mental, from the very first, 
he carried all before him. When he began to 
dramatize we know not, but in 468 he won the 
first prize, probably with the Zriptolemus, a lost play, 
and there is no reason to doubt the story that it — 
was awarded to him by Cimon, the successful general 
to whom the Archon Eponymus of the year deferred 
the decision. 

The year 440 B.c. was to Sophocles what 1850 a.p. 
was to Tennyson, the grand climacteric of his life. 
After, and partly at least in consequence of his 
Antigone, which took the town by storm, he was 
appointed one of the ten strategi sent with Pericles 
to reduce the aristocratic revolt in Samos. If the 
poet won no fresh laurels in the field he did not 
forfeit the esteem and admiration of his countrymen, 
who conferred on him various posts of distinction, 
just as the age of Queen Anne rewarded Addison and 
Prior with secretaryships, or as the United States 
sent us Lowell as ambassador. He was President 
of the ‘EAAnvorapiat or Imperial Treasurers of the 
_ tribute. After the Sicilian disaster in 413 he was 
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appointed a member of the IpeBovAo. or Committee 
of PublicSafety. The pretty story told by Cicero in the 
De Senectute of his last appearance in public in extreme 
old age and his triumphant acquittal by the jury 
is too familiar to be repeated, and is probably a fiction, 
but it serves as evidence of his popularity to the very 
end. He had seen the rise of Athens and identified 
himself with her glory, and he was spared by a happy 
death from witnessing her final fall at the battle of 
Aegospotami (405 s.c.). 

“ His life was gentle.” Gentle isthe word by which 
critics ancient and modern have agreed to characterize 
him. The epitaph is Shakespeare’s, and Ben Jonson 
applies it to Shakespeare himself, but it fits even 
more aptly the sweet singer of Colonus, in whom 
‘“‘the elements were so mixed” as to form what 
the Greeks expressed by evxodos. In the famous 
line of Aristophanes : 


5 8 efxodros pev evOdd’, eUxodos 8’ exe. 
Sweet-tempered as on earth, so here below. 


The one aspersion on his character is that in his 
younger days he was a passionate lover, but the charge 
rests on a passage in the opening scene of the Republic 
of Plato which will bear a milder interpretation. When 
Sophocles, as there reported, expressed his satisfaction 
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at escaping from a savage and tyrannous monster, he 
surely did not mean that he had been a libertine, 
but that old age had removed him from temptations 
to which he may never have succumbed. In all 
antiquity there is not a purer-minded poet, and (as in 
the case of Virgil and Shakespeare) we may discredit 
and ignore the unsavoury gossip of Athenaeus and the 
scandal-mongers of a later age. 

Since his death the fame of Sophocles has grown 
and never suffered eclipse. To Aristotle no less 
than to Aristophanes he is the greatest of dramatists, 
and in the Poetics the Oedipus Rex is held up as the 
model of a tragedy. To Virgil who freely imitated 
him “the buskin of Sophocles” is a synonym for 
dramatic perfection. Racine and Lessing prized him 
no less highly, and Sophocles was the volume that 
Shelley carried with him to his watery grave. 

The Merope of Matthew Arnold is a far-off echo of 
the Electra of Sophocles, and no finer or truer tribute 
has been paid to a poet than the sonnet in which 
Arnold renders his special thanks to him 


‘* Whose even-balanced soul, 
From first youth tested up to extreme old age, 
Business could not make dull, nor passion wild ; 
Who saw life steadily, and saw it whole, 
The mellow glory of the Attic stage, 
Singer of sweet Colonus and its child.” 
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For a discussion of the genius of Sophocles as a 
dramatist and a poet, his relation to his older and 
younger contemporary, his religious and political 
creed,we must be content to refer our readers to the 
Bibliography, but a few words may be permitted on 
his language as it affects the translator. Dr. Warren 
has pronounced Sophocles “the least translatable 
and the least imitable of the Greeks,’ and it is in the 
second epithet that the translator may find his best 
excuse for attempting the impossible. Greek critics 
assigned to Sophocles in his maturity “ the common 
or middle diction,” that is, a diction half way between 
the pomp of Aeschylus and the language of everyday 
prose, and Wordsworth might have taken him to 
illustrate the canon laid down in his Preface to 
‘* Lyrical Ballads.”” Coleridge might no less have 
chosen Sophocles to refute that canon. The words 
themselves are familiar in men’s ears, but in So- _ 
phocles they have gained a new significance, some- 
times simply from their collocation, sometimes by a 
reversion to their first meanings, oftener because 
(as in Virgil) they denote one thing and connote 
others. It is no paradox to say that the ease, the 
simplicity, the seeming transparency of the language, 
constitute the translator’s main difficulty. In the 
present instance he is painfully conscious of his 
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failure to preserve this simplicity and transfer these 
latent meanings, but he has sought to be faithful and 
the prospect of the text facing him has been a 
righteous terror. At the same time he has held as a 
first principle that, whatever else it is, a translation 
must be English, that is to say, it must be intelligible 
and enjoyable without a knowledge of the original. 

One or two instances may be given from the 
Oedipus Rex. Line 67 is literally rendered by Jebb, 
“TI have gone many ways in the wanderings of 
thought,” but to a Greek scholar it is no less sublime 
than, in another style, Milton’s “thoughts that 
wander through eternity.” To convey this sub- 
limity in another tongue is as hard as it would 
be to render in French “ Tears, idle tears, I know 
not what they mean.” Lines 736-7 are the turning 
point, the climax, as it were, of the play, but in 
language they hardly differ from prose :—“ As I heard 
you speak just now, lady, what wandering of the soul, 
what upheaval of the mind, have come upon me !”’ 

The second point may be illustrated from a recent 
version of the play by an eminent Professor. He 
begins, 

‘* Fresh brood of bygone Cadmus, children dear, 


What is this posture of your sessions here 
—Betufted on your supplicating rods?” 
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We defy any Englishman without a knowledge of 
the Greek to make any sense of the third line. So 
with the Choruses. To preserve in rhyme the 
correspondence of Strophe and Antistrophe (Turn 
and Counterturn they are here called), is at best an 
exhibition of tight-rope dancing. 

These seven plays are all that are left to us of 
some 120, except in fragments and a considerable 
portion of a Satyric Drama, the 'Iyvevrai or Trackers. 
The order in which they were composed and 
produced is largely a matter of conjecture. All we 
know for certain is that the Antigone was the first 
(some, however, put the Ajax before it), and the 
Oedipus Coloneus, produced by the poet’s grandson, 
three years after the death of Sophocles, was the last 
of the seven. The following may be taken as an 
approximation :—Antigone, Electra, Ajax, Oedipus Rez, 
Trachiniae, Philoctetes, Oedipus Coloneus. 

The Greek text is based on Dindorf (latest 
edition), but this has been carefully collated with 
Jebb’s edition and in most cases the English has 
been preferred to the German editor. 

It remains to express my deep obligations not only 
to the text but to the commentary and prose trans- 
lation of the great scholar who for more than forty 
years honoured me with his friendship. I have not 
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consciously borrowed from his rendering, but there 
is hardly a line in which I-am not indebted to him 
for a fuller appreciation of the meaning and 
significance. 

To three other life-long friends, all three rival 
translators of Sophocles in whole or in_ part, 
I am indebted for generous help and counsel. 
Sir George Young, Mr. E. D. A. Morshead, and 
Professor Gilbert Murray read and freely criticized 
my first essay which has been kept for more than the 
statutory nine years or Horace, and it was their 
encouragement that made me persevere in what has 
proved the pleasantest of all holiday tasks. 
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VOL. I, B 


ARGUMENT 


To Laius, King of Thebes, an oracle foretold that the 
child born to him by his queen Jocasta would slay his 
father and wed his mother. So when in time a son was 
born the infant's feet were riveted together and he was left 
to die on Mount Cithaeron. But a shepherd found 
the babe and tended him, and delivered him to another 
shepherd who took him to his master, the King of Corinth. 
Polybus being childless adopted the boy, who grew up 
believing that he was indeed the King’s son. Afterwards 
doubting his parentage he inquired of the Delphic god 
and heard himself the weird declared before to Laius. 
Wherefore he fled from what he deemed his father’s 
house and in his flight he encountered and unnittingly 
slew his father Laius. Arriving at Thebes he answered 
the riddle of the Sphinx and the grateful Thebans made 
their deliverer king. So he reigned in the room of Laius, 
and espoused the widowed queen. Children were born to 
them and Thebes prospered under his rule, but again a 
grievous plague fell upon the city. Again the oracle mas 
consulted and it bade them purge themselves of blood- 


ARGUMENT 


guiltiness. Oedipus denounces the crime of which he ts 
unaware, and undertakes to track out the criminal. Step 
by step it ts brought home to him that he 1s the man. The 
closing scene reveals Jocasta slain by her own hand and 
Oedipus blinded by his own act and praying for death or 
exile. 
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Suppliants o yf all ages are seated round the altar at the 
palace doors, at their head a Priest or Zeus. 
To them enter Oevipus. 


OEDIPUS 
My children, latest born to Cadmus old, 
Why sit ye here as suppliants, in your hands 
Branches of olive filleted with wool ? 
What means this reek of incense everywhere, 
And everywhere laments and litanies ? 
Children, it were not meet that I should learn 
From others, and am hither come, myself, 
I Oedipus, your world-renowned king. 
Ho !. aged sire, whose venerable locks 
Proclaim thee spokesman of this company, 
Explain your mood and purport. Is it dread 
Of ill that moves you or a boon ye crave? 
My zeal in your behalf ye cannot doubt ; 
Ruthless indeed were I and obdurate 
If such petitioners as you I spurned. 


PRIEST 
Yea, Oedipus, my sovereign lord and king, 
Thou seest how both extremes of age besiege 
Thy palace altars—fledglings hardly winged, 
And greybeards bowed with yeats ; priests, as am I 
Of Zeus, and these the flower of our youth. 
Meanwhile, the common folk, with wreathéd boughs 
Crowd our two market-places, or before 
Both shrines of Pallas congregate, or where 
Ismenus gives his oracles by fire. 
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For, as thou seest thyself, our ship of State, 
Sore buffeted, can no more lift her head, 
Foundered beneath a weltering surge of blood. 
A blight is on our harvest in the ear, 

A blight upon the grazing flocks and herds, 

A blight on wives in travail; and withal 
Armed with his blazing torch the God of Plague 
Hath swooped upon our city emptying 

The house of Cadmus, and the murky realm 
Of Pluto is full fed with groans and tears. 
Therefore, O King, here at thy hearth we sit, 
I and these children ; not as deeming thee 
An equal of the gods, but first of men ; 

First in the common accidents of life, 

And first in visitations of the Gods. 

Art thou not he who coming to the town 

Of Cadmus freed us from the tax we paid 

To the fell songstress? Nor hadst thou received 
Prompting from us or been by others schooled ; 
No, by a god inspired (so all men deem, 

And testify) thou didst renew our life. 

And now, O Oedipus, our peerless king, 

All we thy votaries beseech thee, find 

Some succour, whether by a voice from heaven 
Whispered, or haply known by human wit. 
Tried counsellors, methinks, are aptest found ! 
To furnish for the future pregnant rede. 
Upraise, O chief of men, upraise our State ! 
Look to thy laurels! for thy zeal of yore 

Our country’s saviour thou art justly hailed : 

O never may we thus record thy. reign :— 


1 Dr. Kennedy and others render ‘‘Since to men of ex- 
perience I see that also comparisons of their counsels are in 
most lively use,” 
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“ He raised us up only to cast us down.” 

- Uplift us, build our city on a rock. 

Thy happy star ascendant brought us luck, 

O let it not decline! If thou woubdst rule 
This land, as now thou reignest, better sure 
To rule a peopled than a desert realm. | 

Nor battlements nor galleys aught avail, 

If men to man and guards to guard them fail. 


OEDIPUS 
Ah! my poor children, known, ah, known too 
well, 
The quest that brings you hither and your need. 
Ye sicken all, well wot I, yet my pain, 
How great soever yours, outtops it all. 
Your sorrow touches each man severally, 
Him and none other, but I grieve at once 
Both for the general and myself and you. 
Therefore ye rouse no sluggard from day-dreams. 
Many, my children, are the tears I’ve wept, 
And threaded many a maze of weary thought. 
Thus pondering one clue of hope I caught, 
And tracked it up; I have sent Menoeceus’ son, 
Creon, my consort’s brother, to inquire 
Of Pythian Phoebus at his Delphic shrine, 
How I might save the State by act or word. 
And now I reckon up the tale of days 
Since he set forth, and marvel how he fares. 
"Tis strange, this endless tarrying, passing strange. 
But when he comes, then I were base indeed, 
If I perform not all the god declares. 


PRIEST 
Thy words are well timed ; even as thou speakest 
That shouting tells me Creon is at hand. 


Tl 
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OIAITOYS TYPANNOS 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
O King Apollo! may his joyous looks 
Be presage of the joyous news he brings ! 


PRIEST 
As I surmise, ’tis welcome ; else his head 
Had scarce been crowned with berry-laden bays. 


OEDIPUS 
We soon shall know ; he’s now in earshot range. 
Enter cREON 

My royal cousin, say, Menoeceus’ child, 

What message hast thou brought us from the god ? 


CREON 
Good news, for e’en intolerable ills, 
Finding right issue, tend to naught but good. 


OEDIPUS 
How runs the oracle ? thus far thy words 
Give me no ground for confidence or fear. 


CREON 
If thou wouldst hear my message publicly, 
I'll tell thee straight, or with thee pass within. 


OEDIPUS 
Speak before all; the burden that I bear 
Is more for these my subjects than myself. 


CREON 

Let me report then all the god declared. 
King Phoebus bids us straitly extirpate 
A fell pollution that infests the land, 
And no more harbour an inveterate sore. 


OEDIPUS 
What expiation means he? What’s amiss? 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


CREON 
Banishment, or the shedding blood for blood. 
This stain of blood makes shipwreck of our state. 


OEDIPUS 
Whom can he mean, the miscreant thus denounced ? 


CREON 
Before thou didst assume the helm of State, 
The sovereign of this land was Latus. 


OEDIPUS 
So have I heard; I never saw the man. 

CREON 
He fell; and now the god’s command is plain: 
Punish his takers-off, whoe’er they be. 


OEDIPUS 
Where are they ? Where in the wide world to find 
The far, faint traces of a bygone crime ? 


CREON 
In this land, said the god ; “ who seeks shall find ; 
Who sits with folded hands or sleeps is blind.” 


OEDIPUS 

Was he within his palace, or. afield, 

Or travelling, when Laius met his fate? 
CREON 

Abroad ; he started, so he told us, bound 

For Delphi, but he never thence returned. 
OEDIPUS 

Came there no news, no fellow-traveller 

To give some clue that might be followed up? 
CREON 

But one escaped, who flying for dear life, 

Could tell of all he saw but one thing sure. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
And what was that? One clue might lead us far, 
With but a spark of hope to guide our quest. 


CREON | 
Robbers, he told us, not one bandit but 
A troop of knaves, attacked and murdered him, 


OEDIPUS 
And how could robbers dare so bold a stroke, 
Unless indeed they were suborned from Thebes ? 


CREON 
So ’twas surmised, but none was found to avenge 
His murder mid the trouble that ensued. 


OEDIPUS 
What trouble can have hindered a full quest, 
When royalty had fallen thus miserably ? 


CREON 
The riddling Sphinx compelled us to let slide 
The dim past and attend to instant needs, 


OEDIPUS 

Well, J will start afresh and once again 

Make dark things clear. Right worthy the concern 

Of Phoebus, worthy thine too, for the dead ; 

I also, as is meet, will lend my aid 

To avenge this wrong to Thebes and to the god. 

Not for some far-off kinsman, but myself, 

Shall I expel this poison in the blood ; 

For whoso slew that king might have a mind 

To strike me too with his assassin hand. 

Therefore in righting him I serve myself. 

Up, children, haste ye, quit these altar stairs, 

Take hence your suppliant wands, go summon 
hither 
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OIAINOYS TYPANNOS 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


The Theban commons. With the god’s good nen 
Success is sure ; ‘tis ruin if we fail. 
[ Exeunt ogpipus and CREON 


PRIEST 
Come, children, let us hence ; these gracious words 
Forestall the very purpose of our suit. 
And may the god who sent this oracle 
Save us withal and rid us of this pest. 
[ Exeunt PRIEST and SUPPLIANTS 


CHORUS (Str. 1) 
Sweet-voiced daughter of Zeus from thy gold-paved 
Pythian shrine 
Wafted to Thebes divine, 
What dost thou bring me? My soul is racked and 
shivers with fear. 
(Healer of Delos, hear !) 
Hast thou some pain unknown before, 
Or with the circling years renewest a penance of 
yore? 
Offspring of golden Hope, thou voice immortal, O 
tell me. 
Ant. 1) 
First on Athené I call ; O Zeus-born goddess, defend ! 
' Goddess and sister, befriend, 
Artemis, Lady of Thebes, high-throned in the midst 
of our mart! 
Lord of the death-winged dart ! 
Your threefold aid I crave 
From death and ruin our city to save. 
If in the days of old when we nigh had perished, ye 
drave 
From our land the fiery plague, be near us now and 
defend us ! 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 
(Str. 2) 


Ah me, what countless woes are mine! 
All our host is in decline ; 
Weaponless my spirit lies. 
Earth her gracious fruits denies ; 
Women wail in barren throes ; 
Life on life downstricken goes, 
Swifter than the wild bird’s flight, 
Swifter than the Fire-God’s might, 
To the westering shores of Night. 
(Ant. 2) 
Wasted thus by death on death 
All our city perisheth. 
Corpses spread infection round ; 
None to tend or mourn is found. 
Wailing on the altar stair 
Wives and grandams rend the air— 
Long-drawn moans and piercing cries 
Blent with prayers and litanies. 
Golden child of Zeus, O hear 
Let thine angel face appear ! 
(Str. 3) 
And grant that Ares whose hot breath I feel, 
Though without targe or steel 
He stalks, whose voice is as the battle shout, 
May turn in sudden rout, 
To the unharboured Thracian waters sped, 
Or Amphitrité’s bed. 
For what night leaves undone, 
Smit by the morrow’s sun 
Perisheth. Father Zeus, whose hand 
Doth wield the lightning brand, 
Slay him beneath thy levin bolt, we pray, 
Slay him, O slay ! 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


(Ant. 3) 
O that thine arrows too, Lycean King, 
From the taut bow’s gold string, 
Might fly abroad, the champions of our rights ; 
Yea, and the flashing lights 
Of Artemis, wherewith the huntress sweeps 
Across the Lycian steeps. 
Thee too I call with golden-snooded hair, 
Whose name our land doth bear, 
Bacchus to whom thy Maenads Evoé shout ; 
Come with thy bright torch, rout, 
Blithe god whom we adore, 
The god whom gods abhor. 


Enter oEDIPUS ance 


Ye pray ; ’tis well, but would ye heat my ante 
And heed them and apply the remedy, 

Ye might perchance find comfort and relief. 
Mind you, I speak as one who comes a stranger 
To this report, no less than to the crime ; 

For how unaided could I track it far 

Without a clue? Which lacking (for too late 
Was I enrolled a citizen of Thebes) 

This proclamation I address to all :— 

Thebans, if any knows the man by whom 
Laius, son of Labdacus, was slain, 

I summon him to make clean shrift to me. 

And if he shrinks, let him reflect that thus 
Confessing he shall ’scape the capital charge ; 
For the worst penalty that shall befall him 

Is banishment—unscathed he shall depart. 

But if an alien from a foreign land 

Be known to any as the murderer, 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


Let him who knows speak out, and he shall 
have 

Due recompense from me and thanks to boot. 

But if ye still keep silence, if through fear 

For self or friends ye disregard my hest, 

Hear what I then resolve: I lay my ban 

On the assassin whosoe’er he be. 

Let no man in this land, whereof I hold 

The sovereign rule, harbour or speak to him ; 

Give him no part in prayer or sacrifice 

Or lustral rites, but hound him from your 
homes. 

For this is our defilement, so the god 

Hath lately shewn to me by oracles. 

Thus as their champion I maintain the cause 

Both of the god and of the murdered King. 

And on the murderer this curse I lay 

(On him and all the partners in his guilt) :-— 

Wretch, may he pine in utter wretchedness ! 

And for myself, if with my privity 

He gain admittance to my hearth, I pray 

The curse I laid on others fall on me. 

See that ye give effect to all my hest, 

For my sake and the god’s and for our land, 

A desert blasted by the wrath of heaven. 

For, let alone the god’s express command, 

It were a scandal ye should leave unpurged 

The murder of a great man and your king, 

Nor track it home. And now that I am lord, 

Successor to his throne, his bed, his wife, 

(And had he not been frustrate in the hope 

Of issue, common children of one womb 

Had forged a closer bond twixt him and me, 

But Fate swooped down upon him), therefore I 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


His blood-avenger will maintain his cause 

As though he were my sire, and leave no stone 
Unturned to track the assassin or avenge 

The son of Labdacus, of Polydore, 

Of Cadmus, and Agenor first of the race. 

And for the disobedient thus I pray : 

May the gods send them neither timely fruits 
Of earth, nor teeming increase of the womb, 
But may they waste and pine, as now they waste, 
Aye and worse stricken ; but to all of you, 
My loyal subjects who approve my acts, 

May Justice, our ally, and all the gods 

Be gracious and attend you evermore. 


CHORUS 
The oath thou profferest, sire, I take and swear. 
I slew him not myself, nor can I name 
The slayer. For the quest, ’twere well, methinks 
That Phoebus, who proposed the riddle, himself 
Should give the answer—who the murderer was. 


OEDIPUS 
Well argued ; but no living man can hope 
To force the gods to speak against their will. 
CHORUS 
May I then say what seems next best to me? 


OEDIPUS 
Aye, if there be a third best, tell it too. 


CHORUS 

My liege, if any man sees eye to eye 

With our lord Phoebus, ’tis our prophet, lord 
Teiresias ; he of all men best might guide 

A searcher of this matter to the light. 
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GNX ovK év apyois ovde TOUT’ émpakapuny. 
emeprpa yap Kpéovtos elrrovros OuTrdovs 
TOMTOUS wédat 5é ut) Tapeav Javpdtlerat. 


XOPO3 . 
Kal pny td y’ Gra Koda Kai wadal ern. 


olaInorz 
Ta Tota TavTA ;-TdvTAa yap oxoTe Gon: 


XOPOS 
a“ e 
Oaveiv éhéexyOn pos tivwy odouTropav. 


O1AINOT= 
nKovoa Kaye tov & iSovr’ ovdels cpa. 
t é 


XOPO 
arr el Tt pey 57 Seiuatos y é et Lépos, 
TAS Gas GkovwY Ov pEVE’ ToLdad’ apds. 


OIAITIOTS 


@ pn 'aort Spavrt tdpBos, obd eros hoPei. 


XOPOX 
aX ovgedeyEav avrov éoru oide yap 
tov Oeiov mon pavriv OO dryoucw, mn) 
TanOes eumrépunev avOpadrrav pov. 


O1AInNoTs : 
@ mavTa voudy Teipecia, dudaxtd Te 
dppytd T’; ovpavid te Kai yOovocT: Bn, 


mohey pep, el Kal p17 Préerress, ppoveis & épas 


ola voow ouvEerTiy js oé TpooTdrny 
owriipa Tt, aval, wodvov éLevpicxoper. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
Here too my zeal has nothing lagged, for twice 
At Creon’s instance have I sent to fetch him, 
And long I marvel why he is not here. 


CHORUS 
I mind me too of rumours long ago— 
Mere gossip. 
OEDIPUS 
Tell them, I would fain know all. 


CHORUS 
"Twas said he fell by travellers. 


OEDIPUS 
So I heard, 
But none has seen the man who saw him fall. 


CHORUS 
Well, if he knows what fear is, he will quail 
And flee before the terror of thy curse. 


OEDIPUS 
Words scare not him who blenches not at deeds. 


CHORUS 
But here is one to arraign him. Lo, at length 
They bring the god-inspired seer in whom 
Above all other men is truth inborn. 
Enter Terrestas, led by a boy. 


OEDIPUS 
Teiresias, seer who comprehendest all, 
Lore of the wise and hidden mysteries, 
High things of heaven and low things of the earth, 
Thou knowest, though thy blinded eyes see naught, 
What plague infects our city ; and we turn 
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OIAITIOYS) TYPANNOS 


ae yap, el TL pa KAvELS TOV ayyéAor, 
7 curacy neiv avréemepunper, éxduow 
povny ay érOety Tovde TOU Voor MATOS, 

eb TOUS KTavovTas Adiov padovtes ev 
KTELVAL MEY yh puyddas éxrrenwpatpeBa. 
av vuv  POovncas LAT amr oL@vay atu 
pyr el Tw’ adAqv pavTiKhs Exes odor, 
pioat OEauToV Kal TOMY, pooas & épé, 
pica dé may placpa Tov TeOvnKoTos. 

éy col yap € eo ev: dvdpa 5 aeneip ad ov 
éyor te Kai SUvaito, KaAMOTOS TrOVwV. 


TEIPEXIAZ 
ped hed, ppovely ws bervov év0a wn TéAN 
dwn hpovovvte: Tatra yap Karas eyo 
eldas Suddeo”: od yap dv Sedp’ ixouny. 


OIAINOTS 
? 4 
Tt ® éotw; ws aOupos eiceAnrAvOas. 


TEIPEZIA2 
des be és oiKous: pgora yap TO GOV TE OV 
Kaya Stolow Tovpov, hy épol TiOn. 


OLAINIOT= 
> a , 
ovT Evvop’ eltras ovTE TrPOTHhLAH TrOdEL 
ads > / > » A 4 
THO, Ao eOperre, tTHVO atrooTEepay hate. 
TEIPEXIAZ 
? 
ope yap ovde col TO oop povny lov 


Tpos Katpov' ws ovV pnd éyo TavTov maba— 


olalnorz 
pn mpos Jewv ppovav y amoatpapns, erel 
WAVTES OE TpOTKUVOUpEV O15 LKTNPLOL. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


To thee, O seer, our one defence and shield. 
The purport of the answer that the God 
Returned to us who sought his oracle, 

The messengers have doubtless told thee—how 
One course alone could rid us of the pest, 
To find the murderers of Laius, 

And slay them or expel them from the land. 
Therefore begrudging neither augury 

Nor other divination that is thine, 

O save thyself, thy country, and thy king, 
Save all from this defilement of blood shed. 
On thee we rest. This is man’s highest end, 
To others’ service all his powers to lend. 


TEIRESIAS 
Alas, alas, what misery to be wise 
When wisdom profits nothing! This old lore 
1 had forgotten; else 1 were not here. 


OEDIPUS 
What ails thee? Why this melancholy mood ? 


TEIRESIAS 
Let me go home; prevent me not; ’twere best 


That thou shouldst bear thy burden and I mine. 


OEDIPUS 
For shame ! no true-born Theban patriot 
Would thus withhold the word of prophecy. 


TEIRESIAS 
Thy words, O king, are wide of the mark, and I 
For fear lest I too trip like thee... 


OEDIPUS 
Oh speak, 
Withhold not, I adjure thee, if thou know’st, 
Thy knowledge. We are all thy suppliants. 
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OIAINOYS TYPANNOS | 


TEIPEZIAZ 
mavres yap ov ppoveit’: * eyo & ov py TOTE 
Tap, ws ay citw py Tao, expnve Kakd. 


o1aInors 
Th pys; Evveidas ov dpacets, adr evvoets 330 
Has mpododvar Kal xatadbeipat Tort; 


TEIPEXIAZ 
2. N vw > 9 \ ” > 93 a , nan ? 
éy@ OUT éu“auToy OUTED GNyUYw. Ti TAUT 
Mv 4 9 A A 4 4 
adrXws eeyyets; ov yap adv mvOoLo pov. 
o1ainors 
OUK, @ KaKOY KaKLoTE, Kal yap av wétpov 


pvow ov y épydvevas, efepels tore, 
Gr’ dd areyKtos KaTEheUTHTOS havel; 


TEIPEZIA2 


opyny emeurnpo THY eur, THY ony 5° opov 
yatovaay ov KaTetdes, GAN’ eue Weyers. 


o1ainorz 
Tis yap Touair’ dy ovK av opyitott’ én 
KX\vov, & viv ov THVO aTiualets TOLD; 340 


TEIPEZIAS 

@ a 3 4 A > \ A 4 

néet yap aura, Kav eyo avyn oréyo. 

: olainors 
’ A > @ 

ovxoty a y Ee Kal oé ypn Aéyety epol. 
TEIPEXIAZ 

oun av mépa, ppdoarus, Tpos Tad, et Oérexs, 


Oupod Sv opyjs Aris ayprorarn. 


OEDIPUS THE KING 


TEIRESIAS 
Aye, for ye all are witless, but my voice 
Will ne’er reveal my miseries—or thine.! 


OEDIPUS 
What then, thou knowest, and yet thou willst not 
speak ! 
Wouldst thou betray us and destroy the State? 


TEIRESIAS | 
] will not vex myself nor thee. Why ask 
Thus idly what from me thou shalt not learn ? 


OEDIPUS 
Monster! thy silence would incense a flint. 
Will nothing loose thy tongue? Can nothing melt 
thee, | 
Or shake thy dogged taciturnity ? 


TEIRESIAS 
Thou blam’st my mood and seest not thine own 
Wherewith thou art mated ; no, thou taxest me. 


OEDIPUS 
And who could stay his choler when he heard 
How insolently thou dost flout the State? 


TEIRESIAS 
Well, it will come what will, though I be mute. 


OEDIPUS 
Since come it must, thy duty is to tell me. 


TEIRESIAS 
I have no more to say ; storm as thou willst, 
And give the rein to all thy pent-up rage. 


1 Literally ‘‘ not to call them thine,” but the Greek may 
be rendered ‘‘In order not to reveal thine.” 
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OIAITIOYS TYPANNOS 


_ OIAITIOTS 
\ \ / > »Q? e ? a ” 
Kal py Tapnow y ovdév, ws opyns Exo, 
amep Evvinu’ icf yap Soxav épot 
\ a ” ? lA o> 
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Kal Tovpyov av cod TovT ednp elvat povov. 
TEIPESIAS 
arnbes; évvérrw oé TO KNpvypaTe 350 
OTrEep Tpoeitras éupéevery, Kap’ npépas 
A fe) A 3 
THS voVv Tpocavday pte TovadE pT Efe, 
ws GvTt yns THOS avoci@ pideTopt. 
OLAINOTS 
“ 4 
ovTas avaidas éEexivnaas T0d¢€ | 
TO phua; Kal Tov TovTo hevEecOar Soxeis; 
TEIPEXIA 
> fe) 
mwépevya: TaAnOes yap toxdov Tpédo. 
OlAInoTs 
mpos Tov S:daxXOeis; ov yap ex ye THs TENS. : 
TEIPEZIAS 
\ ce) \ 4 >» / / 
Tpos cod’ aU yap fh aKovTa mpouTpEerw Aéryerv. 
OIAINOTS 
Toltov AOYyov; Aéy’ avOes, ws HadXov pabo. 
TEIPESIAZ | 
ouxl Evvnjxas mpocbev; 7) 'KrEetpa Néyov; } 360 
OIAINOTS 
9 a 4 > 
OUY WOTE y ElTrEly YYwWoTOY' GAN aves dpdoov. 
TEIPESIA 
, .' b \ e a) a 
govéa oe nul tavdpos ob Enrets Kupety. 
1 Adve L., Aéyw» Hartung. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
Yea, I am wroth, and will not stint my words, 


But speak my whole mind. Thou methinks art he, 
Who planned the crime, aye, and performed it too, 


All save the assassination ; and if thou 
Hadst not been blind, I had been sworn to boot 
That thou alone didst do the bloody deed. 


TEIRESIAS 
Is it so? then I charge thee to abide 
By thine own proclamation ; from this day 
Speak not to these or me. Thou art the man, 
Thou the accursed polluter of this land. 


OEDIPUS 
Vile slanderer, thou blurtest forth these taunts, 
And think’st forsooth as seer to go scot free. 


TEIRESIAS 
Yea, I am free, strong in the strength of truth. 


OEDIPUS 
Who was thy teacher? not methinks thy art. 


TEIRESIAS 
Thou, goading me against my will to speak. 


OEDIPUS 
What speech? repeat it and resolve my doubt. 


TEIRESIAS 


Didst miss my sense or wouldst thou goad me on? 


OEDIPUS 
I but half caught thy meaning; say it again. 
TEIRESIAS 
I say thou art the murderer of the man 
Whose murderer thou pursuest. 


p 2 
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OIAIMOYS TYPANNOS 


o1laInor= 

GXN od Tt yatpwv dis ye Mypmovas épeis. 

, TEIPEZIAZ 
A : > > > 

elrw Te OnTa KAAN, iv’ opyiln WrEov; 
olaInor= 

ed / e 4 > / 

Scov ye ypnters’ WS MATHV ELpnoeTat. 
TEIPEZIAZ 


AernBevat oe gnu avy Tots ) pudrarots 
aicyicl optrodvt’, ovd opar iv’ ei Kaxkod. 


O1AINOTS 
“a 9 “A 
q Kat yeynOws tadr dei réEeww Soxeis; 
TEIPESIAS 
” , >’ 93 \ A 9 , / 
elmep TL y é€ati THS adnOeias aOévos. 
OlAInorz 


GXn éoTt, wy gol" col Oé TOUT ovK éoT ? émrel 370 
Tupros TA T WTA TOV TE VOUY TAT GupaT el. 


TEIPESIAS 
A b) 4 
ov © dOnrLos ye Tad’ dverdifwv, & col 


— ovdels bs ov T@VO OVELOLEL Taxa. 


o1aimorz 

pias Tpecper T pos VUKTOS, OTE par pe 

pnt adX0op, Satis pas opd, Braypat tor’ av. 
TEIPEXIAZ 


ov yap ce potpa pds y E“ov Teceiv, érret 

e \ > , e ve 39 A VA 

ixavos "AtroAXov, @ Tad ExtrpaEar péret. 
OlAInor= 

Kpéovros 4) cov Tatra ta€eupnpata; 


TEIPEXIAZ 
/ a ? 
Kpéwv S€ cot ri ovdév, aXN avtos av aol. 


OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
Thou shalt-rue it 
Twice to repeat so grossa calumny. .« 


TEIRESIAS 
Must I say more to aggravate thy rage? 


OEDIPUS 
Say all thou wilt; it is but waste of breath. 


TEIRESIAS 
I say thou livest with thy nearest kin 
In infamy, unwitting of thy shame. 
OEDIPUS 
Think’st thou for aye unscathed to wag thy tongue ? 
TEIRESIAS 
Yea, if the might of truth can aught prevail. 
OEDIPUS 
With other men, but not with thee, for thou 
In ear, wit, eye, in everything art blind. 
TEIRESIAS 
Poor fool to utter gibes at me which all 
Here present will cast back on thee ere long. 
OEDIPUS 
Offspring of endless Night, thou hast no power 
O’er me or any man who sees the sun. 
TEIRESIAS 
No, for thy weird is not to fall by me. 
I leave to Apollo what concerns the god. 
OEDIPUS 
Is this a plot of Creon, or thine own? 
TEIRESIAS 
Not Creon, thou thyself art thine own bane. 
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OIAITIOYS TYPANNOS 


OIAITIOTz 
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UTreppépovca TH TrorAUenrw Bie, 
ef 9 ¢ A e 4 , 
Goos Tap vpiv o PI ovos pudacceras, 
eb THOOE apxiis obvex’, iv epol TONS 
Swpyror, OUK aiTAT OV, eiaexetpicer, 
ravTyns Kpéwv 6 muaros, ov& apyis piros, 
AdOpa pw UTredOay éxBanreiv ipetpeTar, 
idels pdryov Totovde pnxavoppador, 
SoALov ayuvpTny, Gattis év Tois Képdeowy 
poovov débopxe, THY Téxvny & pu TudAds. 
? / 4,9 bd / ” \ 4 % , 
emrel, PEP ELITE, TOU OU pavTLs EL Gadns; 390 
a 9 vam ee \ > sw? 4 , 
THS OVK, OO 7 parr@das evOdd Hv Kar, 
nvdas tt Toicd’ aototow éxNuTHpLOV; 
Kaitou TOY alviyp ovxXt TOUTLOYTOS HY 
b \ a bd] , ¥ 
avopos Svectrety, GANA pavteias eet: 
hv ov? am olwvarv av mpoudavns exov 
” 9 9 a 4 b) > > A 4 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
O wealth and empiry and skill by skill 
Outwitted in the battlefield of life, 
What spite and envy follow in your train ! 
See, for this crown the State conferred on me, 
A gift, a thing I sought not, for this crown 
The trusty Creon, my familiar friend, 
Hath lain in wait to oust me and suborned 
This mountebank, this juggling charlatan, 
This tricksy beggar-priest, for gain alone 
Keen-eyed, but in his proper art stone-blind. 
Say, sirrah, hast thou ever proved thyself 
A prophet? When the riddling Sphinx was here 
Why hadst thou no deliverance for this folk ? 
And yet the riddle was not to be solved 
By guess-work but required the prophet’s art ; 
Wherein thou wast found lacking ; neither birds 
Nor sign from heaven helped thee, but J came, 
The simple Oedipus ; J stopped her mouth 
By mother wit, untaught of auguries. 
This is the man whom thou wouldst undermine, 
In hope to reign with Creon in my stead. 
Methinks that thou and thine abettor soon 
Will rue your plot to drive the scapegoat out. 
Thank thy grey hairs that thou hast still to learn 
What chastisement such arrogance deserves. 

| CHORUS 
To us it seems that both the seer and thou, 
O Oedipus, have spoken angry words. 
This is no time to wrangle but consult 
How best we may fulfil the oracle. 
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TEIPEZIAS 
ra / \ a“ 
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\ A \ Ud \ / 
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OLAINOT 
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ov yap tl a non papa povacort’ , Tel 
YON o av oiKkous TODS MOUs eg Tethauny, 


OEDIPUS THE KING 


TEIRESIAS 
King as thou art, free speech at least is mine 
To make reply ; in this I am thy peer. 
I own no lord but Loxias; him I serve 
And ne’er can stand enrolled as Creon’s man. 
Thus then I answer: since thou hast not spared 
To twit me with my blindness—thou hast eyes, 
Yet see’st not in what misery thou art fallen, 
Nor where thou dwellest nor with whom for mate. 
Dost know thy lineage? Nay, thou know’st it not, 
And all unwitting art a double foe 
To thine own kin, the living and the dead ; 
Aye and the dogging curse of mother and sire 
One day shall drive thee, like a two-edged sword, 
Beyond our borders, and the eyes that now 
See clear shall see henceforward endless night. 
Ah whither shall thy bitter cry not reach, 
What crag in all Cithaeron but shal] then 
Reverberate thy wail, when thou hast found 
With what a hymeneal thou wast borne 
Home, but to no fair haven, on the gale! 
Aye, and a flood of ills thou guessest not 
Shall set thyself and children in one line. 
Flout then both Creon and my words, for none 
Of mortals shall be stricken worse than thou. 
OEDIPUS 
Must I endure this fellow’s insolence ? 
A murrain on thee! Get thee hence! Begone! 
Avaunt! and never cross my threshold more. 
TEIRESIAS 7 
I ne’er had come hadst thou not bidden me. 
OEDIPUS 
I knew not thou wouldst utter folly, else 
Long hadst thou waited to be summoned here. 
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TEIPEZIAZ 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


TEIRESIAS 
Such am I—as it seems to thee a fool, 
But to the parents who begat thee, wise. 


OEDIPUS 


What sayest thou—“ parents’’? Who begat me, say? 
TEIRESIAS 
This day shall be thy cradle-day, and grave. 
OEDIPUS 
Thou lov’st to speak in riddles and dark words. 
TEIRESIAS 
In reading riddles who so skilled as thou? 
OEDIPUS 
Twit me with that wherein my greatness lies. 
| TEIRESIAS 
And yet this very greatness proved thy bane. 
OEDIPUS 
No matter if I saved the commonwealth. 
TEIRESIAS 
"Tis time I went. Come, boy, and take me home. 
OEDIPUS 


Aye, take him quickly, for his presence irks 
And lets me; gone, thou canst not plague me more. 


TEIRESIAS 
I go, but first will tell thee why I came. 
Thy frown I dread not, for thou canst not harm me. 
Hear then: this man whom thou hast sought to arrest 
With threats and warrants this long while, the wretch 
Who murdered Laius—that man is here. 
He passes for an alien in the land | 
But soon shall prove a Theban, native born. 
And yet his fortune brings him little joy ; 
For blind of seeing, clad in beggar’s weeds, 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


For purple robes, and leaning on his staff, 
To a strange land he soon shall grope his way. 
And. of the children, inmates of his home, 
He shall be proved the brother and the sire, 
Of her who bare him son and husband both, 
Co-partner and assassin of his sire. 
Go in and ponder this, and if thou find 
That I have missed the mark, henceforth declare 
I have no wit nor skill in prophecy. 
[ Exeunt TEIRESIAS and OEDIPUS 


CHORUS (Str. 1) 
Who is he by voice immortal named from Pythia’s 
rocky cell, 
Doer of foul deeds of bloodshed, horrors that no 
tongue can tell ? 
A foot for flight he needs 
Fleeter than storm-swift steeds, 
For on his heels doth follow, 
Armed with the lightnings of his Sire, Apollo. 
Like sleuth-hounds too 
The Fates pursue. 
(Ant. 1) 
Yea, but now flashed forth the summons from 
Parnassus’ snowy peak, 
‘ Near and far the undiscovered doer of this murder 
seek !”’ 
Now like a sullen bull he roves 
Through forest brakes and upland groves, 
And vainly seeks to fly 
The doom that ever nigh 
Flits o’er his head, 
Still by the avenging Phoebus sped, 
The voice divine, 
From Earth’s mid shrine. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 
(Str. 2) 

Sore perplexéd am I by the words of the master 
seer. 

Are they true, are they false? I know not and 
bridle my tongue for fear, 

Fluttered with vague surmise; nor present nor 
future is clear. 

Quarrel of ancient date or in days still near know I 
none 

Twixt the Labdacidan house and our ruler, Polybus’ 
son. 

Proof is there none: how then can I challenge our 
King’s good name, 

How in a blood-feud join for an untracked deed of 
shame ? 

(Ant. 2) 

All wise are Zeus and Apollo, and nothing is hid 
from their ken ; 

They are gods ; and in wits a man may surpass his 
fellow men; 

But that a mortal seer knows more than I know— 
where 

Hath this been proven? Or-how without sign 
assured, can I blame 

Him who saved our State when the winged songstress 
came, 

Tested and tried in the light of us all, like gold 
assayed ? 

How can I now assent when a crime is on Oedipus 
laid ? 


CREON 
Friends, countrymen, I learn King Oedipus 
Hath laid against me a most grievous charge, 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


And come to you protesting. If he deems 
That I have harmed or injured him in aught 
By word or deed in this our present trouble, 

I care not to prolong my span of life, 

Thus ill-reputed ; for the calumny 

Hits not a single blot, but blasts my name, 

If by the general voice I am denounced 

False to the State and false by you my friends. 


CHORUS 
This taunt, it well may be, was blurted out 
In petulance, not spoken advisedly. 


CREON 
Did any dare pretend that it was I 
Prompted the seer to utter a forged charge? 


CHORUS 
Such things were said; with what intent I know not. 


CREON 
Were not his wits and vision all astray 
When upon me he fixed this monstrous charge ? 


CHORUS 
I know not ; to my sovereign’s acts I ain blind. 
But lo, he comes to answer for himself. 


Enter orpipvs. 
OEDIPUS 
Sirrah, what mak’st thou here? Dost thou presume 
To approach my doors, thou brazen-facéd rogue, 
My murderer and the filcher of my crown ? 
Come, answer this, didst thou detect in me 
Some touch of cowardice or witlessness, 
That made thee undertake this enterprise? 
I seemed forsooth too simple to perceive 
The serpent stealing on me in the dark, 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


Or else too weak to scotch it when I saw. 
Tis thou art witless seeking to possess 
Without a following or friends the crown, 
A prize that followers and wealth must win. 


CREON 
Attend me. Thou hast spoken, ’tis my turn 


To make reply. Then having heard me, judge. 


OEDIPUS 
Thou art glib of tongue, but I am slow to learn 
Of thee ; [ know too well thy venomous hate. 


CREON 
First I would argue out this very point. 


OEDIPUS 
O argue not that thou art not a rogue. 


CREON 
If thou dost count a virtue stubbornness, 
Unschooled by reason, thou art much astray. 


OEDIPUS 
If thou dost hold a kinsman may be wronged, 
And no pains follow, thou art much to seek. 


CREON 
Therein thou judgest rightly, but this wrong 
That thou allegest—tell me what it is. 
. OEDIPUS 

Didst thou or didst thou not advise that I 
Should call the priest? 

CREON 

Yes, and I stand to it. 

OEDIPUS 

Tell me how long is it since ‘Laius . . . 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


CREON 
Since Laius . . .? I follow not thy drift. 
OEDIPUS 
By violent hands was spirited away. 
CREON 
In the dim past, a many years agone. 
OEDIPUS 
Did this same prophet then pursue his craft ? 
CREON 
Yes, skilled as now and in no less repute. 
OEDIPUS 
Did he at that time ever glance at me? 
CREON 
Not to my knowledge, not when I was by. 
OEDIPUS 
But was no search and inquisition made? 
CREON 
Surely full quest was made, but nothing learnt. 
OEDIPUS 
Why failed the seer to tell his story then? 
CREON 
I know not, and not knowing hold my tongue. 
OEDIPUS 
This much thou knowest and canst surely tell. 
CREON 
What mean’st thou? All I know I will declare. 
OEDIPUS 


But for thy prompting never had the seer 
Ascribed to me the death of Laius. 

CREON 
If so he says thou knowest best; but I 
Would put thee to the question in my turn. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
Question and prove me murderer if thou canst. 
CREON 
Then let me ask thee, didst thou wed my sister ? 
OEDIPUS 
A fact so plain I cannot well deny. 
CREON 
And as thy consort queen she shares the throne? 
OEDIPUS 
I grant her freely all her heart desires. 
CREON 
And with you twain I share the triple rule? 
OEDIPUS 
Yea, this it is that proves thee a false friend. 
CREON 


Not so, if thou wouldst reason with thyself, 
As I with myself. First, I bid thee think, 
Would any mortal choose a troubled reign 

Of terrors rather than secure repose, 

If the same power were given him? As for me, 
I have no natural craving for the name 

Of king, preferring to do kingly deeds, 

And so thinks every sober-minded man. 

Now all my needs are satisfied through thee, 
And I have nought to fear ; but were I king, 
My acts would oft run counter to my will. 
How could a title then have charms for me 
Above the sweets of boundless influence ? 

I am not so infatuate as to grasp 

The shadow when I hold the substance fast. 
Now all men cry me Godspeed! wish me well, 
And every suitor seeks to gain my ear, 

If he would hope to win a grace from thee. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


Why should I leave the better, choose the worse ? 
That were sheer madness, and I am not mad. 
No such ambition ever tempted me, 
Nor would I have a share in such intrigue. 
And if thou doubt me, first to Delphi go, 
There ascertain if my report was true 
Of the god’s answer; next investigate 
If with the seer I plotted or conspired, 
And if it prove so, sentence me to death, 
Not by thy voice alone, but mine and thine. 
But O condemn me not, without appeal, 
On bare suspicion. ‘Tis not right to adjudge 
Bad men at random good, or good men bad. 
I would as lief a man should cast away 
The thing he counts most precious, his own life, 
As spurn a true friend. Thou wilt learn in time 
The truth, for time alone reveals the just ; 
A villain is detected in a day. 
CHORUS 
To one who walketh warily his words 
Commend themselves; swift counsels are not sure. 
| OEDIPUS 
When with swift strides the stealthy plotter stalks 
I must be quick too with my counterplot. 
To wait his onset passively, for him 
Is sure success, for me assured defeat. 
CREON 
What then’s thy will? To banish me the land ? 
OEDIPUS 
I would not have thee banished, no, but dead, 
That men may mark the wages envy reaps. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


CREON 
I see thou wilt not yield, nor credit me. 


OEDIPUS 
[None but a fool would credit such as thou. | 


CREON 
Thou art not wise. 
OEDIPUS. 
Wise for myself at least. 
CREON 
Why not for me too? 
. OEDIPUS 
Why for such a knave ? 
CREOW 
Suppose thou lackest sense. 
OEDIPUS 
Yet kings must rule. 


CREON 
Not if they rule ill. 
| OEDIPUS 
O my Thebans, hear him ! 
CREON 
Thy Thebans? am not I a Theban too? 


CHORUS 

Cease, princes ; lo there comes, and none too soon 
Jocasta from the palace. Who so fit 

As peacemaker to reconcile your feud ? 


Enter socasta. 

JOCASTA 
Misguided princes, why have ye upraised 
This wordy wrangle? Are ye not ashamed, 
While the whole land lies stricken, thus to voice 
Your private injuries ? Go in, my lord ; 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


Go home, my brother, and forbear to make 
A public scandal of a petty grief. 


CREON 

My royal sister, Oedipus, thy lord, 

Hath bid me choose (O dread alternative !) 
An outlaw’s exile or a felon’s death. 


OEDIPUS 
Yes, lady; I have caught him practising 
Against my royal person his vile arts. 


CREON 
May I ne’er speed but die accursed, if I 
In any way am guilty of this charge. 


JOCASTA 

Believe him, I adjure thee, Oedipus, 

First for his solemn oath’s sake, then for mine, 
And for thine elders’ sake who wait on thee. 


tHORUS (Str. 1) 
Hearken, King, reflect, we pray thee, be not stubborn 
but relent. 


OEDIPUS 
Say to what should I consent? 
CHORUS 
Respect a man whose probity and troth 
Are known to all and now confirmed by oath, 


OEDIPUS 
Dost know what grace thou cravest ? 


CHORUS 
Yea, I know. 


OEDIPUS 
Declare it then and make thy meaning plain. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


CHORUS 
Brand not a friend whom babbling tongues assail ; 
Let not suspicion ‘gainst his oath prevail. 

OEDIPUS , 
Bethink you that in seeking this ye seek 
In very sooth my death or banishment ? 

CHORUS 
No, by the leader of the host divine ! (Str. 2) 
Witness, thou Sun, such thought was never mine, 
Unblest, unfriended may I perish, 
If ever I such wish did cherish ! 
But O my heart is desolate 
Musing on our stricken State, 
Doubly fall’n should discord grow 
Twixt you twain, to crown our woe. 


OEDIPUS 

Well, let him go, no matter what it cost me, 

Or certain death or shameful banishment, 

For your sake I relent, not his; and him, 

Where’er he be, my heart shall still abhor. 
CREON 

Thou art as sullen in thy yielding mood 

As in thine anger thou wast truculent. 

Such tempers justly plague themselves the most. 
OEDIPUS 


Leave me in peace and get thee gone. 
| CREON 
I go, 
By thee misjudged, but justified by these. 
[ Exit cREON. 
CHORUS (Ant. 1) 


Lady, lead indoors thy consort ; wherefore longer 
here delay ? 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


" JOCASTA 
Tell me first how rose the fray. 


CHORUS 

Rumours bred unjust suspicions and injustice rankles 
sore. 

oO JOCASTA 

Were both at fault then? 


CHORUS 


Both. 


JOCASTA 
What was the tale ? 


CHORUS 
Ask me no more. The land is sore distressed ; 
‘Twere better sleeping ills to leave at rest. 


OEDIPUS 
Strange counsel, friend! I know thou mean’st me 


well, 
And yet would’st mitigate and blunt my zeal. 


CHORUS (Ant. 2) 
King, I say it once again, 
Witless were I proved, insane, 
If I lightly put away 
Thee my country’s prop and stay, 
Pilot who, in danger sought, 
To a quiet haven brought 
Our distracted State ; and now 
Who can guide us right but thou ? 


JOCASTA 
Let me too, I adjure thee, know, O king, 
What cause has stirred this unrelenting wrath. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
I will, for thou art more to me than these. 
Lady, the cause is Creon and his plots. 


JOCASTA 
But what provoked the quarrel? make this clear. 


OEDIPUS 
He points me out as Laius’ murderer, 


JOCASTA 
Of his own knowledge or upon report 


OEDIPUS 
He is too cunning to commit himself, 
And makes a mouthpiece of a knavish seer. 


_ JOCASTA 
Then thou mayst ease thy conscience on that score. 
Listen and Ill convince thee that no man 
Hath scot or lot in the prophetic art. 
Here is the proof in brief. An oracle 
Once came to Laius (I will not say 
"Twas from the Delphic god himself, but from 
His ministers) declaring he was doomed 
To perish by the hand of his own son, 
A child that should be born to him by me. 
Now Laius.—so at least report affirmed— 
Was murdered on a day by highwaymen, 
No natives, at a spot where three roads meet. 
As for the child, it was but three days old, 
When Laius, its ankles pierced and pinned 
Together, gave it to be cast away 
By others on the trackless mountain side. 
So then Apollo brought it not to pass 
The child should be his father’s murderer, 
Or the dread terror find accomplishment, 
And Laius be slain by his own son. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING © 


Such was the prophet’s horoscope. O king, 

Regard it not. Whate’er the god deems fit 

To search, himself unaided will reveal. 
OEDIPUS 

What memories, what wild tumult of the soul 

Came o’er me, lady, as I heard thee speak ! 


JOCASTA 
What mean’st thou? What has shocked and startled 
thee ? 
OEDIPUS 


Methought I heard thee say that Laius 

Was murdered at the meeting of three roads. 
‘ JOCASTA 

So ran the story that is current still. 


OEDIPUS 
Where did this happen? Dost thou know the place ? 


JOCASTA 

Phocis the land is called ; the spot is where 

Branch roads from Delphi and from Daulis meet. 
OEDIPUS 

And how long is it since these things befell ? 
JOCASTA 

"Twas but a brief while ere thou wast proclaimed 

Our country’s ruler that the news was brought. 
OEDIPUS 

O Zeus, what hast thou willed to do with me ! 
JOCASTA 

What is it, Oedipus, that moves thee so? 
OEDIPUS 

Ask me not yet ; tell me the build and height 

Of Laius? Was he still in manhood’s prime ? 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


JOCASTA 
Tall was he, and his hair was lightly strewn 
With silver; and not unlike thee in form. 


OEDIPUS 
O woe is me! Methinks unwittingly 
I laid but now a dread curse on myself. 
JOCASTA | 
What say’st thou? When I look on thee, my king, 
I tremble. 
OEDIPUS 
"Tis a dread presentiment 
That in the end the seer will prove not blind. 
One further question to resolve my doubt. 
JOCASTA 
I quail; but ask, and I will answer all. 
VEDIPUS 
Had he but few attendants or a train 
Of armed retainers with him, like a prince? 
JOCASTA 
They were but five in all, and one of them 
A herald ; Laius in a mule-car rode. 
OEDIPUS 
Alas! ’tis clear as noonday now. But say, 
Lady, who carried this report to Thebes? 
JOCASTA 
A serf, the sole survivor who returned. 
OEDIPUS 
Haply he is at hand or in the house? 
JOCASTA 
No, for as soon as he returned and found 
Thee reigning in the stead of Laius slain, 
He clasped my hand and supplicated me 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


To send him to the alps and pastures, where 

He might be farthest from the sight of Thebes. 
And so I sent him. ’Twas an honest slave 
And well deserved some better recompense. 


OEDIPUS 


Fetch him at once. I fain would see the man. | 
JOCASTA 

He shall be brought; but wherefore summon him? 
OEDIPUS 


Lady, I fear my tongue has overrun 
Discretion ; therefore I would question him. 


JOCASTA 


Well, he shall come, but may not I too claim 
To share this burden of thy heart, my king? 


OEDIPUS 
And thou shalt not be frustrate of thy wish, 
Now my imaginings have gone so far. 
Who has a higher claim than thou to hear 
My tale of dire adventures? Listen then. | 
My sire was Polybus of Corinth, and 
My mother Meropé, a Dorian ; 
And I was held the foremost citizen, 
Till a strange thing befell me, strange indeed, 
Yet scarce deserving all the heat it stirred. 
A roisterer at some banquet, flown with wine, 
Shouted “ Thou art no true son of thy sire.”’ 
It irked me, but I stomached for the nonce 
The insult ; on the morrow I sought out 
My mother and my sire and questioned them. 
They were indignant at the random slur 
Cast on my parentage and did their best 
To comfort me, but still the venomed barb 
Rankled, for still the scandal spread and grew. 


73 


14 


OIAIMIOYS, TYPANNOS 


AdOpa. dé untpos Kab tatpos Tropevouat 
IIv@a6de, cai pw’ 6 DoiBos av pév ixépnv 
atipov é&érreprpev, dAXNa 8 dOMa : 
kal dewa cal dvaotnva mpovdnvev Aéyor,} 790 
@s pntpl pev xpein pe pay Onvat, yévos 8 
aTANTOV avOpwrrotor SnrAwWcoLM Cpay, 
doves & ecoiunv tod putevaavTos TaTpos. 
Kayo axovaas Tavta THY KopiOiav, 
dotpos TO AoLTrOV expeTpovpevos, KOova 
Epevyov, évOa pyro’ ovrotunv Kaxov 
Xpns pa éveldy TOY épav Tehovpeva. 
ateiywv O ixvodpat Tovade TOvs Ywpous, ev ols 
ov Tov TUpavvoy TODTOV GAAVTOaL Aéyets. 
Kai aot, yovat, TAANOEs eEepa. TpLTA Is 800 
67” 7) KeXevOou THaSd odotTropav TréXas, 
évrad0a pot Knpvé te Kath TMdLKIS 
avnp anuns éuBeBos, olov ov dys, 
Evynvrialov: Ka& 0600 pw 6 0 Hyemeov 
avros & 0 wpéaBus pos Biav nravvéerny. 
Kay@ TOV exTpétrovTa, TOV TpOYNnAaTHD, 
maiw du opyns: Kai pw o mpéaBus ws Opa, 
dyou, TapacteiXovTa THPNTAS, “Ecov 
Kapa dumXols KevTpotct pov Kabixero. 
ov pny tony vy éticev, GANA GUYTOMWS 810 
oKHTTpw TUTEs ex THOSE YELpOs DrrTLos 
péons amrnuns evOvs éxxuriwoerac’ 
KTetv Oé Tous Evptravtas. et dé To Eévo 
TovTw tmpoonKke: Aaiov te avyyevés, 
tis TODOE yy’ avdpos éaotiv GOAL@TEpPOS; 
tis €xOpodaipwv parXrov av yévott’ avip; 


1 MSS, xpovpdyy, corr, Hermann, 








OEDIPUS THE KING 


So privily without their leave I went 
To Delphi, and Apollo sent me back 
Baulked of the knowledge that I came to seek. 
But other grievous things he prophesied, 
Woes, lamentations, mourning, portents dire ; 
To wit I should defile my mother’s bed 
And raise up seed too loathsome to behold, 
And slay the father from whose loins I sprang. 
Warned by the oracle I turned and fled,— 
And Corinth henceforth was to me unknown 
Save as I knew its region by the stars ;— 
Whither, [ cared not, so I never might 
Behold my doom of infamy fulfilled. 
And in my wanderings I reached the place 
Where, as thy story runs, the king was slain. 
Then, lady,—thou shalt hear the very truth— 
As I drew near the triple-branching roads, 
A herald met me and a man who sat 
In a car drawn by colts—as in thy tale— 
The man in front and the old man himself 
Threatened to thrust me rudely from the path, 
Then jostled by the charioteer in wrath 
I struck him, and the old man, seeing this, 
Watched till I passed and from his car brought down 
Full on my head the double-pointed goad. 

Yet was I quits with him and more; one stroke 
Of my good staff sufficed to fling him clean 
Out of the chariot seat and laid him prone. 
And so I slew them every one. But if 
Betwixt this stranger there was aught in common 
With Laius, who more miserable than I, 
What mortal could you find more god-abhorred ? 
Wretch whom no sojourner, no citizen 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


May harbour or address, whom all are bound 
To harry from their homes. And this same curse 
Was laid on me, and laid by none but me. 

Yea with these hands all gory I pollute 

The bed of him I slew. Say, am I vile? 

Am I not utterly unclean, a wretch 

Doomed to be banished, and in banishment 
Forgo the sight of all my dearest ones, 

And never tread again my native earth ; 

Or else to wed my mother and slay my sire, 
Polybus, who begat me and upreared ? 

If one should say, this is the handiwork 

Of some inhuman power, who could blame 
His judgment? But, ye pure and awful gods, 
Forbid, forbid that I should see that day ! 
May I be blotted out from living men 

Ere such a plague spot set on me its brand! 


| CHORUS 
We too, O king, are troubled ; but till thou | 
Hast questioned the survivor, still hope on. 


OEDIPUS 
My hope is faint, but still enough survives 
To bid me bide the coming of this herd. 


JOCASTA 
Suppose him here, what wouldst thou learn of him? 


OEDIPUS 
I'll tell thee, lady; if his tale agrees 
With thine, I shall have scaped calamity. 


JOCASTA 


And what of special import did I say? 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
In thy report of what the herdsman said 

Laius was slain by robbers ; now if he 

Still speaks of robbers, not a robber, I 

Slew him not ; “one” with “ many ” cannot square. 
But if he says one lonely wayfarer, 

The last link wanting to my guilt is forged. 


JOCASTA 
Well, rest assured, his tale ran thus at first, 
Nor can he .now retract what then he said ; 
Not I alone but all our townsfolk heard it. 
E’en should he vary somewhat in his story, 
He cannot make the death of Laius 
In any wise jump with the oracle. 
For Loxias said expressly he was doomed 
To die by my child’s hand, but he, poor babe, 
He shed no blood, but perished first himself. 
So much for divination. Henceforth I 
Will look for signs neither to right nor left. 


OEDIPUS 
Thou reasonest well. Still I would have thee send 
And fetch the bondsman hither. See to it. 
JOCASTA 
That will I straightway. Come, let us within. 
I would do nothing that my lord mislikes. 
CHORUS 
My lot be still to lead (Str. 1), 
The life of innocence and fly 
Irreverence in word or deed, 
To follow still those laws ordained on high 
Whose birthplace is the bright ethereal sky. 
No mortal birth they own, 
Olympus their progenitor alone : 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


Ne’er shall they slumber in oblivion cold, 
The god in them is strong and grows not old. 


Of insolence is bred (Ant. 1) 
The tyrant ; insolence full blown, 
With empty riches surfeited, 
Seales the precipitous height and grasps the throne, 
Then topples o’er and lies in ruin prone ; 
No foothold on that dizzy steep. 
But O may Heaven the true patriot keep 
Who burns with emulous zeal to serve the State. 
God is my help and hope, on him I wait. 


(Str. 2) 
But the proud sinner, or in word or deed, 
That will not Justice heed, : 
Nor reverence the shrine 
Of images divine, 
Perdition seize his vain imaginings, 
If, urged by greed profane, 
He grasps at ill-got gain, 
And lays an impious hand on holiest things. 
Who when such deeds are done 
Can hope heaven’s bolts to shun? 
If sin like this to honour can aspire, 
Why dance I still and lead the sacred choir ? 
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(Ant. 2) 

No more I'll seek earth’s central oracle, 

Or Abae’s hallowed cell, 

Nor to Olympia bring 

My votive offering, 
If before all God's truth be not made plain. 

O Zeus, reveal thy might, 

King, if thou’rt named aright 
Omnipotent, all-seeing, as of old ; 

For Laius is forgot ; 

His weird, men heed it not; 
Apollo is forsook and faith grows cold. 
Enter Jocasta. 

JOCASTA 
My lords, ye look amazed to see your queen 
With wreaths and gifts of incense in her hands. 
I had a mind to visit the high shrines, 
For Oedipus is overwrought, alarmed 
With terrors manifold. He will not use 
His past experience, like a man of sense, 
To judge the present need, but lends an ear 
To any croaker if he augurs ill. 
Since then my counsels nought avail, I turn 
To thee, our present help in time of trouble, 
Apollo, Lord Lycean, and to thee 
My prayers and supplications here I bring. 
Lighten us, lord, and cleanse us from this curse ! 
For now we all are cowed like mariners 
Who see their helmsman dumbstruck in the storm. 
Enter CORINTHIAN MESSENGER. 
MESSENGER 

My masters, tell me where the palace is 
Of Oedipus; or better, where's the king. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


CHORUS 
Here is the palace and he bides within ; 
This is his queen the mother of his children 


MESSENGER 
All happiness attend her and the house, 
Blessed is her husband and her marriage-bed. 


JOCASTA 
My greetings to thee, stranger; thy fair words 
Deserve a like response. But tell me why 
Thou comest—what thy need or what thy news. 


MESSENGER 
Good for thy consort and the royal house. 
JOCASTA 
What may it be? Whose messenger art thou? 
MESSENGER 


From Corinth I. The message wherewithal 
I stand entrusted thou shalt hear anon, 
Twill please thee surely, yet perchance offend. 


JOCASTA 

Declare it and explain this double sense. 
MESSENGER 
The Isthmian commons have resolved to make . 
Thy husband king—so ‘twas reported there. 
_ JOCASTA 

What! is not aged Polybus still king? 
od 


MESSENGER 


No, verily ; he’s dead and in his grave. 
JOCASTA 
What ! is he dead, the sire of Oedipus ? 
MESSENGER 


If I speak falsely, may I die myself. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


JOCASTA 


Quick, maiden, bear these tidings to my lord. 


Ye god-sent oracles, where stand ye now! 


This is the man whom Oedipus long shunned, 


In dread to prove his murderer; and now 
He dies in nature's course, not by his hand. 
Enter orpipus. 

OEDIPUS 
My wife, my queen, Jocasta, why hast thou 
Summoned me from my palace? 

JOCASTA 
Hear this man, 
And as thou hearest judge what has become 
Of all those awe-inspiring oracles. 


OEDIPUS 
Who is this man, and what his news for me? 


JOCASTA 


He comes from Corinth and his message this : 


Thy father Polybus hath passed away. 


OEDIPUS 


What? let me have it, stranger, from thy mouth 


MESSENGER 
If I must first make plain beyond a doubt 
My message, know that Polybus is dead. 


OEDIPUS 

By treachery, or by sickness visited ? 
MESSENGER 

One touch will send an old man to his rest. 

OEDIPUS 

So of some malady he died, poor man. 
MESSENGER 

Yes, having measured the full span of years. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 

Out on it, lady! why should one regard 
The Pythian hearth or birds that scream i’ the air? 
Did they not point at me as doomed to slay 
My father? but he’s dead and in his grave 
And here am I who ne’er unsheathed a sword ; 
Unless the longing for his absent son 
. Killed him and so J slew him in a sense. 

But, as they stand, the oracles are dead —- 
Dust, ashes, nothing, dead as Polybus. 


JOCASTA 


Say, did not I foretell this long ago? 
' OEDIPUS 
_ Thou didst : but I was misled by my fear. 
JOCASTA 
Then let it no more weigh upon thy soul. 
OEDIPUS 
Must I not fear my mother’s marriage bed. 
JOCASTA 


Why should a mortal man, the sport of chance, 

With no assured foreknowledge, be afraid ? 

Best live a careless life from hand to mouth. 

This wedlock with thy mother fear not thou. 

How oft it chances that in dreams a man 

Has wed his mother! He who least regards 

Such brainsick phantasies lives most at ease. 
OEDIPUS | 

I should have shared in full thy confidence, 

Were not my mother living ; since she lives 

Though half convinced I still must live in dread. 
JOCASTA 

And yet thy sire’s death lights our darkness much. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING. 


OEDIPUS 
Much, but my fear is touching her who lives. 


MESSENGER 
Who may this woman be whom thus you fear? 


OEDIPUS 
Meropé, stranger, wife of Polybus. 


MESSENGER 
And what of her can cause you any fear? 


OEDIPUS 
A heaven-sent oracle of dread import. 


MESSENGER 
A mystery, or may a stranger hear it? 
OEDIPUS 
Aye, ‘tis no secret. Loxias once foretold 
That I should mate with mine own mother, and 


Shed with my own hands my own father’s blood. 


Hence Corinth was for many a year to me 
A home far distant ; and I throve abroad, 


But missed the sweetest sight, my parents’ face. 


MESSENGER 

Was this the fear that exiled thee from home? 
OEDIPUS 

Yea, and the dread of slaying my own sire. 

MESSENGER 

Why, since I came to give thee pleasure, King, 

Have I not rid thee of this second fear? 
OEDIPUS 


Well, thou shalt have due guerdon for thy pains. 


MESSENGER 
Well, I confess what chiefly made me come 
Was hope to profit by thy coming home. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
Nay, I will ne’er go near my parents more. 


MESSENGER 
My son, ’tis plain, thou know’st not what thou doest. 


OEDIPUS 
How so, old man? For heaven's sake tell me all. 


: MESSENGER 
If this is why thou dreadest to return. 
OEDIPUS 
Yea, lest the god’s word be fulfilled in me. 
| MESSENGER 
Lest through thy parents thou shouldst be accursed ? 
OEDIPUS 
This and none other is my constant dread 
| MESSENGER 
Dost thou not know thy fears are baseless all ? 
OEDIPUS 
How baseless, if I am their very son? 
MESSENGER 
Since Polybus was naught to thee in blood. 
OEDIPUS 
‘What say’st thou ? was not Polybus my sire? - 
° MESSENGER 
As much thy sire as I am, and no more. 
OEDIPUS 
My sire no more to me than one who is naught! 
MESSENGER 
Since I begat thee not, no more did he. 
OEDIPUS 


What reason had he then to call me son ? 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


MESSENGER 
Know that he took thee from my hands, a gift. 
OEDIPUS 
Yet, if no child of his, he loved me well. 
MESSENGER 
A childless man till then, he warmed to thee. 
| OEDIPUS 
A foundling or a purchased slave, this child ? 
MESSENGER 
I found thee in Cithaeron’s wooded glens. 
OEDIPUS 
What led thee to explore those upland glades ? 
MESSENGER 
My business was to tend the mountain flocks. 
‘OEDIPUS 
A vagrant shepherd journeying for hire? 
MESSENGER 
True, but thy saviour in that hour, my son. 
OEDIPUS 
My saviour? from what harm? what ailed me then ? 
MESSENGER 
Those ankle joints are evidence enow. 
OEDIPUS 
Ah, why remind me of that ancient sore? 
MESSENGER 
I loosed the pin that riveted thy feet. 
OEDIPUS 
Yes, from my cradle that dread brand I bore. 
MESSENGER 


Whence thou deriv’st the name that still is thine. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
Who did it? I adjure thee, tell me who. 
Say, was it father, mother ? 


MESSENGER 
I know not. 
The man from whom I had thee may know more. 


OEDIPUS 
What, did another find me, not thyself? 
MESSENGER 
Not I; another shepherd gave thee me. 
OEDIPUS | 
Who was he? Would’st thou know again the man? 
MESSENGER 
He passed indeed for one of Laius’ house. 
OEDIPUS 
The king who ruled the country long ago? 
MESSENGER 


The same: he was a herdsman of the king. 


OEDIPUS 
And is he living still for me to see him? 


MESSENGER 
His fellow-countrymen should best know that. 


OEDIPUS 

Doth any bystander among you know 

The herd he speaks of, or by seeing him 

Afield or in the city? answer straight ! 

The hour hath come to clear this business up. 
CHORUS 

Methinks he means none other than the hind 

Whom thou anon wert fain to see ; but that 

Our queen Jocasta best of all could tell. 
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pnOévra Bovrov pndé pepvjc Bar warn. 
OIAINIOTS 
ovK av yévoito TODO Srrws éyw AaABov 
onpeia ToLadT ov hava Tovpov yévos. 
IOKASTH 
\ \ A ¥ a a , 
ph mpos Oewv, eltrep tt TOU cauvTob Biov 
KNoEL, aTEVaNS TODO Adis vocova’ eyo. 
OlAINOT= 
Odpoe ov pev yap ovd édy Tpitys eyo! 
pntpos have tpidovros, éxavel caxn. 


_ IOKA2TH 
A 4 “A 
Sums TiB0d por, Nocopar pr Spa Tdde. 
O1AINOTz 
> A , \ > 4) 3 A A 
ovx av TriOoipny pn ov Tad éxpabety cadas. 
IOKA2TH 
A > “A 
Kal py dpovoded y ¢v TA N@aTA oot eyo. 
OlAINOTs 
\ A , A , > 3 4 4, 
Ta N@OTA TOLYUY TAUTA f adyuUVEL Taal. 
IOKA2TH 
® Svatrotp’, ciOe note yvoins Os et. 
OlAInNorTz 


a&er tus ENwy Sedpo Tov Botrhpa por; 
tavtTny & éate mroveiw yaipev yéver. 


1 ob3’ by ex tpirns eyo, MSS. corr. Hermann. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
Madam, dust know the man we sent to fetch ? 
Is he the same of whom the stranger speaks ? 


JOCASTA 
Who is the man? What matter? Let it be. 
"Twere waste of thought to weigh such idle words. 


OEDIPUS 
No, with such guiding clues I cannot fail 
To bring to light the secret of my birth. 


JOCASTA 
Oh, as thou carest for thy life, give o’er 
This quest. Enough the anguish / endure. 
OEDIPUS 
Be of good cheer ; though I be proved the son 
Of a bondwoman, aye, through three descents 
Triply a slave, thy honour is unsmirched. 


JOCASTA 
Yet humour me, I pray thee; do not this. 
OEDIPUS 
I cannot; I must probe this matter home. 


JOCASTA 
"Tis for thy sake I advise thee for the best. 


OEDIPUS 
I grow impatient of this best advice. 

JOCASTA 
Ah mayst thou ne’er discover who thou art! 


OEDIPUS 
Go, fetch me here the herd, and leave yon woman 
To glory in her pride of ancestry. 
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IOKA2TH 
> A’ 9 /, V4 ~ 4 > 
tov tov, dSvatynve’ tTovTO yap a éyw 
, a ¥ b ww tA 
plovoy trpocetrety, GXAO & ovo oTepov. 


XOPOS 
Ti TOTE BeBnxev, Oidizrous, oT aypias 
déaca AumnS a) yun; deborx OT ws 
un ’K THS cLomns THAD avappynFe Kakd. 


OIAINIOTS 


oTrota, xpnger p pPoyvore TOUMOV & eyo, 
Kel o pk pov éoTt, oTrepy iSelv Bovdjoopat. 
airn & ics, ppover yap as yun péya, 
THY Svoryeveray THY emny aiaxuverat. 
eyo o éuauTov maida THs Tuyns vémov 1680 
TIS ev d.d0veNs ovK artpac Onc omar. | 
TIS yap mépuca pNT pos” ot be ovyryevets 
pnvés pe purpov Kal péyav Lopiray. 
ToLoa be & expus ovK av eFENGotp’ ére 
jor adAos, WaTE p71 Kpabety Tovpov yévos. 


XOPOZ 
oTp. 
elirep eyo pavres ete Kal Kara yvopay idprs, 
ov TOV "OAvproy d atreipwv, ® KiBatpov, 


OvK éoet TAY auptov « 10% 
TavoéAnvov, pn OU oé ye Kal TATpLwTav | 
Oidirovy : 


Kal Tpopov Kat parep’ avgew, 
Kal Xopever Bau TpOos Huav, ws él Rpa hépovta 
TOUS émots TUPavvots. 
D tes a \ \ a> > /f > 
inie DotBe, coi dé tadT dpéot’ ein. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


JOCASTA 
O woe is thee, poor wretch! With that last word 
I leave thee, henceforth silent evermore. 

[ Katt JOCASTA. 

CHORUS 
Why, Oedipus, why stung with passionate grief 
Hath the queen thus departed? Much I fear 
From this dead calm will burst a storm of woes. 


OEDIPUS 


Let the storm burst, my fixed resolve still holds, 
To learn my lineage, be it ne’er so low. 

It may be she with all a woman’s pride 

Thinks scorn of my base parentage. But I 

Who rank myself as Fortune's favourite child, 
The giver of good gifts, shall not be shamed. 

She is my mother and the changing moons 

My brethren, and with them I wax and wane. 
Thus sprung why should I fear to trace my birth ? 
Nothing can make me other than I am. 


CHORUS 
(Str.) 
If my soul prophetic err not, if my wisdom aught 
avail, 
Thee, Cithaeron, I shall hail, 
As the nurse and foster-mother of our Oedipus shall 
greet 
Ere to-morrow’s full moon rises, and exalt thee as 
is meet. 
Dance and song shall hymn thy praises, lover of our 
royal race. 
Phoebus, may my words find grace ! 


Io! 


OIAITIOYS TYPANNO2 


avr. 
, , , , 4 a1 , 
Tis oe, TEKVOV, TIS o éTLKTE TaV! paKpaLwYOY 
apa 
\ \ a 
Ilavos opecotSara trarpos tredacbeia ; * 1100 


) o€ y evvaterpa ® Tis 
Aokiov; T@ yap TAGKES aypovopol TraGaL pirat 
v¥m ©¢ 4 > 4 
el o KuAAavas avaccwn, 
vf? € nw ‘N , > > ” b] lA 9 
el? o Baxyetos Oeds vaiwy ém’ axpwy opéwy oa 
etpnua SéEat Ex Tov 
Nupdav ‘EXixcwvidwy,' als mreiota cuprates. 
OLAINOTS 
> 4 > N \ 4 , 
el Ypn TL Kame wn cvvadrAd£avTa Tre, 1110 
mpéa Bes, crab pacbat, tov Borhp opav Sox, 
6virep Twandat Cyrodpev’ ev TE yap paKp@ 
ynpa Evvader T@de Tavdpi cvppeTpos, 
# \ ¥ e? > / 
ddrws TE TOUS AyovTas WaoTrep oixéTAas 
éyvon euavtov: tH 8 émriothpn ov pou 
mpovxos Tay’ av Trov, Tov Botip’ idwv mapos. 
XOPO 
éyvoxa yap, cad’ icbu- Aatou yap Hy 
elmrep Tus ANOS TLATOS WS VOMES aYND. 


OIAITIOTS 
\ a 3 9 “A \ 4 4, 
o€ Mpe@T épwtw, Tov KopivOiov Eévov, 
9 , Ul 
n tovde ppatecs; 
AITEAOS 
“~ > A 
TOUTOV, OviIrEp ELoopas. 1120 
1 MSS. rev, corr. Heimsoeth. 
2 MSS. xpooweAagbeio’, corr. Lachmann. 


* MSS. 4 o& Ouvydrnp, corr. Arndt. 
4 MSS. éAtcwviddwv, corr. Porson, 
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Ant. 
Child, who bare thee, nymph or goddess? an a 
sire was more than man, 
Haply the hill-roamer Pan. 
Or did Loxias beget thee, for he haunts the upland 
wold; 
Or Cyllené’s lord, or Bacchus, dweller on the hill- 
tops cold ? 
Did some Heliconian Oread give him thee, a new- 
born joy, 
Nymphs with whom he loves to toy ? 
OEDIPUS 
Elders, if I, who never yet before 
Have met the man, may make a guess, methinks 
I see the herdsman whom we long have sought ; 
His time-worn aspect matches with the years 
Of yonder agéd messenger ; besides 
I seem to recognise the men who bring him 
As servants of my own. But you, perchance, 
Having in past days. known or seen the herd, 
May better by sure knowledge my surmise. 
CHORUS 
I recognise him ; one of Laius’ house ; 
A simple hind, but true as any man. 
Enter HERDSMAN. 
OEDIPUS 
Corinthian, stranger, I address thee first, 
Is this the man thou meanest ! 
MESSENGER 
7 This is he. 
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OLAINIOTS 
, lA a fs , 
ovTos av, wpécBu, Sedpo por pwver BETO 
ba’ dv o épwre. Aatov tot haba ov; 


@EPATINN 
A / > 
4 SodAOS OVK @VYNTOS, ANN olKoL Tpadeis. 
OIAINIOT 
4 co) a a f , 
Epyov peptuverv toiov 7 Biov tiva; 
@EPAIION 
‘ a le) , , 
Toipvats Ta WAEloTa Tov Biov cuverTropny. 
OLAINIOTS= 
, 4 \ , / bd 
Yapos padtota mpos tiat Evvavdros wv; 
@EPATION 
4 a, 
qv pev KiOaipwv, jv 5é rpoaxwpos Toros. 
OLAINOT= 
\ ¥ , ? 9 > AQ? , 
Tov advdpa Tovd’ ovv oiaOa 7H6é Trov pabawr; 
@EPAIION 
, aA le) a ¥ \ / 
Ti xpnua Spavta; totov avdpa Kat deyers; 
OIAINOTS 
4 > 
TOVd os Tdapectiv: 7 EvvadrAdEas ti Tw; 
@EPATION 


OUX WoTE y El7reiy Ev TAXEL pLYNLNS ATO. 


AITEAOZ 

2O/ fe) b A 
xovoev ye Jada, déomrot’: adr eyo cadas 
ayvear avapvnow viv. eb yap olf Ste. 
Kato.oev, Huos TO KiOatpa@vos Tore, 
e a 
O pev Serrotat troupvioss, ya & évi, 
> 4 Aa > A a 24 
émrAnoialov Tode TaVdpl TpEis BNouS 
€& Hpos ets apKTOpOV ExpVOUS ypovous: 
vemova 8 76n Tad T els émraur eyo 
wv ¢ 4 3 > \ A , 
nAavvoy ovTos T ets Ta Aaiov oradma. 
Aéyo TL TOUTMY 7) OV N€YH TrETPAyLEVOD ; 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
And now old man, look up and answer all 
I ask thee. Wast thou once of Laius’ house ? 
HERDSMAN 
I was, a thrall, not purchased but home-bred. 
OEDIPUS 
What was thy business? how wast thou employed ? 
HERDSMAN 
The best part of my life I tended sheep. 
OEDIPUS 
What were the pastures thou didst most frequent ? 
HERDSMAN 
Cithaeron and the neighbouring alps. 
| OEDIPUS 
Then there 
Thou must have known yon man, at least by fame ? 
HERDSMAN 
Yon man? in what way? what man dost thou meant 
OEDIPUS 
The man here, having met him in past times. .. . 
HERDSMAN 
Off-hand I cannot call him well to mind. 
MESSENGER 
No wonder, master. But I will revive 
His blunted memories. Sure he can recall 
What time together both we drove our flocks, 
He two, I one, on the Cithaeron range, 
For three long summers; I his mate from spring 
Till rose Arcturus; then in winter time 
I led mine home, he his to Laius’ folds. 
Did these things happen as I say, or no? 
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@EPATION 
“~ A / 
Aevets GANOH, Kaltrep éx pwaxpod ypovov. 
: AITEAOX 
per eitre viv, ToT olcOa Traida pot TWa 
ous, WS EuauT@ Opéupa Opevraipny eyo; 
@EPATION 
7 Q> N / ce) v e a 
TLS éott; mpos Ti TodTO TOUTS icropeis; 
ATTEAOS 
vO) > , J a a a > @ / 
60° €otiv, @ Ta, Keivos bs TOT Hy véos. 
@EPATION 
> > : > , »” 
ovK els OACOpov; ov ctwTNoas EoEL; 
OIAINOTS 
a, un Korale, mpéa Bu, Tove’, eel Ta, oa 
Setrar Kokactov padXov } ta TODS’ ern. 


@EPAIION 
/ > @ / A e 4 
TiO, & hépiote SeovroTay, apaptdvo; 
OIAINOTS 
3 ’ , \ Aw A 2 e A 
OUK EvveTr@Y Tov maid by ovTOS iaTopel. 
@EPATION 
> a 
Neves yap eidws ovdév, GAN GARws Trovel. 
OIAINOTS 
\ \ 4 \ b 3 a , 27 > A 
gu Tpos Xapw peév ovK Epeis, Kraiwv & Epes. 
| @EPATION 
\ fo} \ A \ / , > > / 
pn Sita, mpos Oeav, tov yépovtd p aixton. 
O1lAINOT 
> e / Aq? 9 4 , 
OUX WS TAXOS TLS TOVO aToaTpEW er Yépas; 
@EPANON | 


Svotyvos, avtl tod; ti tpocypytwr pabeiv; 


olainor 
Tov Taid eéwxKas TOS’ dy odtos la ropel; 
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HERDSMAN 
Tis long ago, but all thou say’st is true. 
MESSENGER 
Well, thou must then remember giving me 
A child to rear as my own foster-son ? ' 


HERDSMAN-- 

Why dost thou ask this question? What of that? 
MESSENGER 

Friend, he that stands before thee was that child. 
HERDSMAN 

A plague upon thee! Hold thy wanton tongue ! 


OEDIPUS 

Softly, old man, rebuke him not; thy words 

Are more deserving chastisement than his. 
HERD8MAN 

O best of masters, what is my offence ? 


OEDIPUS 
Not answering what he asks about the child. 
HERD8MAN 
He speaks at random, babbles like a fool. 
OEDIPUS 
_ If thou lack’st grace to speak, I'll loose thy tongue. 
HERDSMAN 
For mercy’s sake abuse not an old man. 
OEDIPUS 
Arrest the villain, seize and pinion him! 


HERDSMAN 
Alack, alack ! 


What have I done? what wouldst thou further learn? 
OEDIPUS 
Didst give this man the child of whom he asks? 
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; @EPAIION 
” 9 b] / > » AY? ce / 
gmx drécOar & aherov 77d npépa. 
OIAINOTS 
? > 3 b) b 
GAN’ eis TOD HEELS wT) N€yov ye TobvdSLKOV. 
@EPATION 
TOAD rye UAAAOY, Hv Ppdow, Svoddvpae. 
OIAINOTS 
e ANG e 9 ‘ nA 
avnp 68, ws goucev, és TpiBas ENG. 1160 
@EPAIION 
na 3 3 ’ 
ov SAT Sywry’, AX elroy, ws Soinv, madat. 
OIAINOTS 
/ 4 n c 
wobev AaBwv; oixetov 7} ’E adXOv TLVOS; 
@EPATION 
9 \ \ > M4 > » , / 
Euov pev ovK eywy’, cdcEauny S€ Tov. 
OIAINOTS 
, nw “A > 4 
TiVOS TOALT@Y TOVOE KAK Trolas OTEYNS; 
@EPAIION 
\ \ “A , / > e , 4 
un mpos Oewv, pn, Soro, tatopes mAEov. 
OIAINOT= 
dAwXas, el oe TADT épjoopar Tran. 
@EPATION 
a oh / e / 
tov Aaiov roivuy tis HY yevynpatov. 
OIAINOT= 
e “ A / > ‘ , 
4 SovAOS 7) KEivoU TUS eyyerNS yeyos; 
@EPATION 
” \ b wn 9 x AN a a , 
olpot, Tpos AUTO y’ cit TH Sew@ rEyerv. 
OIAINOT= 
4 > 9 , 9 > @° ) , 
Kay@y akovely’ AX OpWsS aKovaTEOD. 1170 
@EPAIION 


/ / \ a b , > e > 
xelvou yé Tot On Tats exAHnCEO 7 S éow 

U4 > AN ¥ \ \ 49 Ce ” 
KadrnoT dv eltro. a1) yuvn Tad ws Exel. 


OEDIPUS THE KING 


HERDSMAN 
I did; and would that I had died that day ° 
OEDIPUS 
And die thou shalt unless thou tell the truth. 
HERDSMAN 
But, if I tell it, I am doubly lost. 
UEDIPUS 
The knave methinks will still prevaricate. 
HERDSMAN 
Nay, I confessed I gave it long ago. 
OEDIPUS 
Whence came it? was it thine, or given to thee? 
HERDSMAN | 
I had it from another, twas not mine. 
OEDIPUS 
From whom of these our townsmen, and what house? 
HERDSMAN 
Forbear for God's sake, master, ask no more. 
OEDIPUS 
If I must question thee again, thou'rt lost. 
HERDSMAN 
Well then—it was a child of Laius’ house. 
OEDIPUS 
Slave-born or one of Laius’ own race ? 
HERDSMAN 
Ah me! 
I stand upon the perilous edge of speech. 
OEDIPUS 
And I of hearing, but I still must hear. 
HERDSMAN 


Know then the child was by repute his own, 
But she within, thy consort best could tell. 
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O1AINOT= 
, 
7 yap Sidwow nde cou; 
@EPAIION 
bd 
pada’, avak. 
OIAITIOTS 
@S pos TL ypElas; 
@EPAIION 
e Pb] 4 , 
WS avahwaalpl Viv. 
OIAINOT= 
TEKOVTA TANMWV; 
@EPAIION 
4 > “A 
Oechatwv y sKkv@ Kaxov. 
OIAINOT 
, 
TOLWY; 
@EPATION 
A , 
KTEVELY VLY TOUS TEKOVTAS HV NOYOS. 


Olalnorz ) 
mas Snr adjnxas TO yépovts THE ov; 
@EPATION 
Karouxtioas, @ déaT08’, ws aNAnY yOova 
Soka atroicev, avTos évOev Hv: oO « 
Kak eis péytot’ Ecwoev. et yap OvTOS Et 1180 
by hnow ovtos, ioOt Svatotpos yeyas. 


OIAITIOT= 
tov iov' ta TavtT av éEnKos capi. 
@ pas, TEeNEUTALOY cE mpoa Brera voy, 
bats Tmépac pat pus 7 ah’ ¢ @v ov ypHy, Ey ols T 
OU X piv opsA@v, ovs TE pw ovK EdeL KTAVOY. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
What! she, she gave it thee? 


HERDSMAN 
‘Tis so, my king. 


OEDIPUS 
With what intent? 
HERDSMAN 
To make away with it. 


OEDIPUS 
What, she its mother? 


HERDSMAN 
Fearing a dread weird. 


OEDIPUS 
What weird ? 
HERDS8MAN 
"Twas told that he should slay his sire. 


OEDIPUS 
Why didst thou give it then to this old man? 


HERD8MAN 
Through pity, master, for the babe. I thought 
He'd take it to the country whence he came; 
But he preserved it for the worst of woes. 
For if thou art in sooth what this man saith, 
God pity thee ! thou wast to misery born. 


‘OEDIPUS 
Ah me! ah me! all brought to pass, all true ! 
O light, may I behold thee nevermore ! 
I stand a wretch, in birth, in wedlock cursed, 
A parricide, incestuous, triply cursed. 
[ Katt onpIPus 
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| XOPO 

tw yeveat Bporav, oTp. a 

as bpas iva Kal TO pndev Cwacas évapiOpe. 

Tis yap, Tis avip 7 NEOV 

Tas evdatpovias hépet 1190 

H TocovToy, cov Soxety 

Kal Sofavt’ aTokAivas; 

TOV gov TOL mapaderyy. éxor, 

Tov aov daisova, Tov cov, @ TAGpov Oidirroda, 
Bpotev 

ovdev paxapiSer 

batis Kal UmepBodav aVvT. a 


Tobevoas expatnce Tov TravT evdaipovos 6rABou, 
@ Led, KATA [ev picas 
Tay yaprpavuya map0évov - 


xPHoupoor, Gavdrov & dua 1200 
Yopa mupyos avéoTa: 
ef ov Kal Bacwrevs Kanet 


éwos Kab Ta péyot’ éripadys, Tais peyddat- 
ow ev 


@nBaiow avaoccwv. 

a > 3 / , > , # 
tavuv & axove Tis aOALwreEpos; otp. B 

/ / 
Tis Arats aypias, Tis év Tovoats 
Evvoixos adXaya Biov ; 
arya ; 

aN \ 3Q/ , 
im xrevvov Olditrov Kdpa, 
 oTéyas Npny 

\ 
AUTOS IpKETEV 

\ \ \ / a 
qa.ot cai TaTpt Oarapnror®@ teceiy; 
a “A 9 A 
ToS Tote TaS TOO ai TaTp@ai o aroxes Pé- 
4 
petv, TaXas, 1210 
a 9 9 é 4, b / 
aiy éduvdbyncav és toadvec; 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


CHORUS 
Races of mortal man (Str, 1) 
Whose life is but a span, 
I count ye but the shadow of a shade! 
For he who most doth know 
Of bliss, hath but the show ; 
A moment, and the visions pale and fade. 
Thy fall, O Oedipus, thy piteous fall 
Warns me none born of woman blest to call. 


For he of marksmen best, (Ant. 1) 
O Zeus, outshot the rest, 

And won the prize supreme of wealth and power. 
By him the vulture maid 
Was quelled, her witchery laid ; 

He rose our saviour and the land's strong tower. 

We hailed thee king and from that day adored 

Of mighty Thebes the universal lord. 


O heavy hand of fate ! (Str, 2) 
Who now more desolate, : 
Whose tale more sad than thine, whose lot more 
dire? 
O Oedipus, discrowned head, 
Thy cradle was thy marriage bed ; 
One harbourage sufficed for son and sire. 
How could the soil thy father eared so long 
Endure to bear in silence such a wrong? 
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epnupe a ” axov® o mavO opa@y \Vpovos, dvr. & 
dexater T dryapov yapov Tadat 
Texvoovta Kal TEKVOUMEVOD. 
io, Aatetov @ Téxvop, 
wv > v 
elOe a” et0e oe 
4 > 2Q/ 
penTrot elSopay. 
Svpopat yap @ Gomep idrepov } | XEOv 
éx atTopatwv. TO 8 dpOdv eiteiv, avérrvevad T ex 
oe0ev 1220 


/ \ 
Kab KaTEKoipaca TOUpOV dupa. 


EEAITEAOZ 
@ vas peyiora Thad del TLw@pevot, 
ol épy’ dxovcec@’, ola & etaoped@, Saov & 
apeiabe mévOos, eltrep éyyevas Ere 
TOY AaPbaxeiwv évtpéerrea De Seopdrav. 
olpat yap ovr’ av “Iatpov ote Dacw av 
vipat Kaapp@ tHvde THY oTeyny, doa 
Kevdet, Ta ‘$ avin’ els TO — gavel Kaka 
éxovTa KovK axovta. Tav dé THwovav 1230 
padtota AvTrOvG ai gavac’ avOaiperor. 


XOPOZ 
\ 


Neiqree ev ovo a mpoaOev elOopev TO “1 OU 
Baptarov' elvat' mpos 8° éxeivotowy Ti bys; 


EZAITEAOS 
e \ , *~ , > a A 
O MEV TAYLTTOS TWY NOYwV ELTTELY TE Kal 
pabeiv, téOvnxe Oetov “loxdatns Kdpa. 
XOPO= 
@ 4 \ U > > + 
@ SvaTddawva, Mpos Tivos ToT’ aitias; 


' MSS. s8époua:, corr. Seidler. MSS. ds wepladda iayéwy, 
corr. Jebb. 
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All-seeing Time hath caught 

Guilt, and to justice brought 
The son and sire commingled in one bed. 

O child of Laius’ ill-starred race 

Would I had ne’er beheld thy face! 
I raise for thee a dirge as o’er the dead. 
Yet, sooth to say, through thee I drew new breath, 
And now through thee I feel a second death. 
Enter sECOND MESSENGER. 

SECOND MESSENGER 
Most grave and reverend senators of Thebes, 
What deeds ye soon must hear, what sights behold ' 
How will ye mourn, if, true-born patriots, 
Ye reverence still the race of Labdacus ! 
Not Ister nor all Phasis’ flood, I ween, 
Could wash away the blood-stains from this house, 
The ills it shrouds or soon will bring to light, 
Ills wrought of malice, not unwittingly. 
The worst to bear are self-inflicted wounds. 
CHORUS 
Grievous enough for all our tears and groans 
Our past calamities ; what canst thou add? 
SECOND MESSENGER 
My tale is quickly told and quickly heard. 
Our sovereign lady queen Jocasta’s dead. 
CHORUS 

Alas, poor queen! how came she by her death ? 
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EZArrEAOS 


9 A \ e “A “ \ , \ A 
QUTN TpOS aUTHS. Tav dé mpaXGevTwY Ta MEV 


. > ¢ e \ wv > 4 
ahyioT amectiv’ n yap ois ov Traupa. 
> ] 
duws 6, cov ye Kav épol pynpns eve, 
4 \ / b) / / 
mevoe TA Kelvns AOdLas TAaOnpaTa. 
ef N 3 lel A 
OTwS yap opyn xpwpmevn TwapnrO gow 
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SECOND MESSENGER 
By her own hand. And all the horror of it, 
Not having seen, thou can’st not apprehend. 
Nathless, as far as my poor memory serves, 
I will relate the unhappy lady’s woe. 
When in her frenzy she had passed inside 
The vestibule, she hurried straight to win 
The bridal-chamber, clutching at her hair 
With both her hands, and, once within the room, 
She shut the doors behind her with a crash. 
“ Laius,” she cried, and called her husband dead 
Long, long ago ;: her thought was of that child 
By him begot, the son by whom the sire 
Was murdered and the mother left to breed 
With her own seed, a monstrous progeny. 
Then she bewailed the marriage bed whereon 
Poor wretch, she had conceived a double brood, 
Husband by husband, children by her child. 
What happened after that I cannot tell, 
Nor how the end befel, for with a shriek 
Burst on us Oedipus; all eyes were fixed 
On Oedipus, as up and down he strode, 
Nor could we mark her agony to the end. 
For stalking to and fro “ A sword!”’ he cried, 
“ Where is the wife, no wife, the teeming womb 
That bore a double harvest, me and mine? ”’ 
And in his frenzy some supernal power 
(No mortal, surely, none of us who watched him) 
Guided his footsteps; with a terrible shriek, 
As though one beckoned him, he crashed against 
The folding doors, and from their staples forced 
The wrenchéd bolts and hurled himself within. 
Then we beheld the woman hanging there, 
A running noose entwined about her neck. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


But when he saw her, with a maddened roar 

He loosed the cord ; and when her wretched corpse 

Lay stretched on earth, what followed—O ‘twas 
dread ! 

He tore the golden brooches that upheld 

_ Her queenly robes, upraised them high and smote 

Full on his eye-balls, uttering words like these: 

““No more shall ye behold such sights of woe, 

_ Deeds I have suffered and myself have wrought ; 

Henceforward quenched in darkness shall ye see 

Those ye should ne’er have'seen; now blind to those 

Whom, when I saw, I vainly yearned to know.” 
Such was the burden of his moan, whereto, 

Not once but oft he struck with hand uplift 

His eyes, and at each stroke the ensanguined orbs 

Bedewed his beard, not oozing drop by drop, 

But one black gory downpour, thick as hail. 

Such evils, issuing from the double source, 

Have whelmed them both, confounding man and wife. 

Till now the storied fortune of this house 

Was fortunate indeed ; but from this day 

Woe, lamentation, ruin, death, disgrace, 

All ills that can be named, all, all are theirs. 


CHORUS 
But hath he still-no respite from his pain? 


SECOND MESSENGER 
He cries, “ Unbar the doors and let all Thebes 
Behold the slayer of his sire, his mother’s — 
That shameful word my lips may not repeat. 
He vows to fly self-banished from the land, 
Nor stay to bring upon his house the curse 
Himself had uttered ; but he has no strength 
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1 MSS. d:ardrara:, corr. Musgrave. 
* dv added by Hermann. 





OEDIPUS THE KING 


Nor one to guide him, and his torture’s more 
Than man can suffer, as yourselves will see. 
For lo, the palace portals are unbarred, 
And soon ye shall behold a sight so sad 
That he who most abhorred would pity it. 
Enter oepipus blinded. 
CHORUS 
Woeful sight ! more woeful none 
These sad eyes have looked upon. 
Whence this madness ?. None can tell 
Who did cast on thee his spell, 
Prowling all thy life around, 
Leaping with a demon bound. 
Hapless wretch! how can I brook 
On thy misery to look ? 
Though to gaze on thee I yearn, 
Much to question, much to learn, 
Horror-struck away I turn. 


_ OEDIPUS 
Ah me! ah woe is me ! 
Ah whither am I borne! 
How like a ghost forlorn 
My voice flits from me on the air ! 
On, on the demon goads. The end, ah where? 
CHORUS 
An end too dread to tell, too dark to see. 
OEDIPUS 
(S¢r. 1) 
Dark, dark ! The horror of darkness, like a shroud, 
Wraps me and bears me on through mist and 
cloud. 
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Ah me, ah me! What spasms athwart me shoot, 
What pangs of agonising memory ! 


CHORUS 
No marvel if in such a plight thou feel’st 
The double weight of past and present woes. 


OEDIPUS 
(Ant. 1) 
Ah friend, still loyal, constant still and kind, 
Thou carest for the blind. 
I know thee near, and though bereft of eyes, 
Thy voice I recognise. 


7 CHORUS 
O doer of dread deeds, how couldst thou mar 
Thy vision thus? What demon goaded thee ? 


OEDIPUS 

Apollo, friends, Apollo, he it was (Sir. 2) 
That brought these ills to pass ; 

But the right hand that dealt the blow 
Was mine, none other. How 

How could I longer see when sight 
Brought no delight? 


CHORUS 
Alas! ’tis as thou sayest. 


OEDIPUS 
Say, friends, can any look or voice 
Or touch of love henceforth my heart rejoice ? 
Haste, friends, no fond delay, 
Take the twice cursed away 
Far from all ken, 
The man abhorred of gods, accursed of men. 
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CHORUS 
O thy despair well suits thy desperate case. 
Would I[ had never looked upon thy face! 
OEDIPUS 
My curse on him whoe’er unrived (Ant. 2) 
The waif’s fell fetters and my life revived ! 
He meant me well, yet had he left me there, 
He had saved my friends and me a world of 
care. 


CHORUS 
I too had wished it so. 


OEDIPUS 
Then had I never come to shed 
My father’s blood nor climbed my mother’s bed ; 
The monstrous offspring of a womb defiled, 
Co-mate of him who gendered me, and child. 
Was ever man before afflicted thus, 


Like Oedipus. 


CHORUS 
I cannot say that thou hast counselled well, 
For thou wert better dead than living blind. 


OEDIPUS 
What’s done was well done. Thou canst never 
shake 
My firm belief. A truce to argument. 
For, had [ sight, I know not with what eyes 
I could have met my father in the shades, 
Or my poor mother, since against the twain 
I sinned, a sin no gallows could atone. 
Aye, but, ye say, the sight of children joys 
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A parent’s eyes. What, born as mine were born? 

No, such a sight could never bring me joy ; 

Nor this fair city with its battlements, 

Its temples and the statues of its gods, 

Sights from which I, now wretchedst of all, 

Once ranked the foremost Theban in all Thebes, 

By my own sentence am cut off, condemned 

By my own proclamation ’gainst the wretch, 

The miscreant by heaven itself declared 

Unclean—and of the race of Laius., 

Thus branded as a‘felon by myself, 

_How had I dared to look you in the face ? 

Nay, had I known a way to choke the springs 

Of hearing, I had never shrunk to make 

A dungeon of this miserable frame, 

Cut off from sight and hearing ; for ‘tis bliss 

To bide in regions sorrow cannot reach. 

Why didst thou harbour me, Cithaeron, why 

Didst thou not take and slay me? Then I never 

~ Had shown to men the secret of my birth. 

O Polybus, O Corinth, O my home, 

Home of my ancestors (so wast thou called) 

How fair a nursling then I seemed, how foul 

The canker that lay festering in the bud ! 

Now is the blight revealed of root and fruit. 

Ye triple high-roads, and thou hidden glen, 

Coppice, and pass where meet the three-branched 
ways, 

Ye drank my blood, the life-blood these hands spilt, 

My father’s; do ye call to mind perchance 

Those deeds of mine ye witnessed and the work 

I wrought thereafter when I came to Thebes ? 

O fatal wedlock, thou didst give me birth, 


127 


128 


OIAITOYS TYPANNOS 


TATepas, depos, maidas, aip _eupuduor, 
vumpas, yuvaikas PnTepas TE, Xoroca 

alsa év av @TOLOLY  pya yiryveTat. 

adr ov ‘yap av ay éoO & pndé Spay Kadov, 

OTWS TaXvoTa T pos Jedi &Ew pé trou 1410 
Kahinpat u) ovevoaT n Jardaa tov 

éxpiat , év0a pnrrot elaoper ETL. 

iT’, afiacat avdpos aOdiov Ouyeiv. 

nideae,} p11) Seionrte: Tapa yap Kaka 

ovdels olds Te wANY éuov dépew Bporav. 


XOPOX 
aNW ov érrattets eis Séov rapecO de 
Kpéwv 16 mpdocew nat 76 BovAevey, érret 
yeopas NéNetTrTat povvos avtTl cod dvraé. 


O1AINOTS 
oiuot, ti OnTa AeEouev qpos TOVd eros; 
Tus pou paveirar miaTes evbiK0s; Ta yap 1420 


m@apos mpos avTov wavr’ épevpynuat Kakos. 


KPEQN 
ov as yeXaoTns, Oisirous, édnpruda, 
ov Os overdiery Te TOY Wapos KAKOV. 
GXN et Ta Ountév Hn Katraraxuver ? ert 
yevebra, THY yoov TavTa BooKoveay proya 
aiseic®’ dvaxtos ‘HXitov, torovd ayos 
daKddum Tov oT Seucvuvat, TO LTE YF} 
par GuBpos tepos pare Pas mpoabe€era. 
aXr’ as TaXLOT eS olKov  eoxopivere: 
Tobs éy yever yep Tayyev7 paria® opay 1430 
povols T akovew evoeEeBas EXEL KAKU. 


1 wel@ecde, MSS. Elmsley, corr. 


OEDIPUS THE KING 


And, having borne me, sowed again my seed, 
Mingling the blood of fathers, brothers, children, 
Brides, wives and mothers, an incestuous brood, 
All horrors that are wrought beneath the sun, 
Horrors so foul to name them were unmeet. 
O, I adjure you, hide me anywhere 
Far from this land, or slay me straight, or cast me 
Down to the depths of ocean out of sight. 
Come hither, deign to touch an abject wretch ; 
Draw near and fear not ; I myself must bear 
The load of guilt that none but I can share. 
Enter CREON. 

CREON 
Lo, here is Creon, the one man to grant 
Thy prayer by action or advice, for he — 
Is left the State’s sole guardian in thy stead. 


OEDIPUS 

Ah me! what words to accost him can I find ? 
What cause has he to trust me? In the past 
I have been proved his rancorous enemy. 


CREON 
Not in derision, Oedipus, I come 
Nor to upbraid thee with thy past misdeeds. 


(To BYSTANDERS) 
But shame upon you! if ye feel no sense 
Of human decencies, at least revere 
The Sun whose light beholds and nurtures all. 
Leave not thus nakedly for all to gaze at 
A horror neither earth nor rain from heaven 
Nor light will suffer. Lead him straight within, 
For it is seemly that a kinsman’s woes 
Be heard by kin and seen by kin alone. 
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* OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
O listen, since thy presence comes to me 
A shock of glad surprise—so noble thou, ' 
And I so vile—O grant me one small boon. 
I ask it not on my behalf, but thine. 


CREON 


And what the favour thou wouldst crave of me? 


OEDIPUS 


Forth from thy borders thrust me with all speed ; 


Set me within some vasty desert where 
No mortal voice shall greet me any more. 


CREON 
This had I done already, but I deemed 
It first behoved me to consult the god. 
OEDIPUS 
His will was set forth plainly—to destroy 
The godless parricide ; and I am he. 
CREON 
Yea, so he spake, but in our present plight 
’Twere better to consult the god anew. 
OEDIPUS 
Dare ye inquire concerning such a wretch? 
CREON 


Yea, for thyself wouldst credit now his word. 


OEDIPUS 
Aye, and on thee in all humility 
I lay this charge: let her who lies within 
Receive such burial as thou shalt ordain ; 
Such rites ‘tis thine, as brother, to perform. 
But for myself, O never let my Thebes, 
The city of my sires, be doomed to bear 
The burden of my presence while I live. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


No, let me be a dweller on the hills, 
On yonder mount Cithaeron, famed as mine, 
My tomb predestined for me by my sire 
And mother, while they lived, that I may die 
Slain as they sought to slay me, when alive. 
This much I know full surely, nor disease 
Shall end my days, nor any common chance ; 
For I had ne’er been snatched from death, unless 
I was predestined to some awful doom. 

So be it. I reck not how Fate deals with me. 
But my unhappy children—for my sons 
Be not concerned, O Creon, they are men, 
And for themselves, where’er they be, can fend. 
But for my daughters twain, poor innocent maids, 
Who ever sat beside me at the board 
Sharing my viands, drinking of my cup, 
For them, I pray thee, care, and, if thou willst, 
O might I feel their touch and make my moan. 
Hear me, O prince, my noble-hearted prince ! 
Could I but blindly touch them with my hands, 
I'd think they still were mine, as when I saw. 
What say I? can it be my pretty ones 
Whose sobs I hear? Has Creon pitied me 
And sent me my two darlings? Can this be? 


CREON 
‘Tis true ; ‘twas I procured thee this delight, 
Knowing the joy they were to thee of old. 


OEDIPUS 
God speed thee! and as meed for bringing them 
May Providence deal with thee kindlier 
Than it has dealt with me! O children mine, 
Where are ye? Let me clasp you with these hands, 
A brother’s hands, a father’s ; hands that made 
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1 rots éuots yovevorw MSS., Kennedy corr. 
_ 2 wapl3ns MSS., Dawes corr. 


1490 


1500 


1510 


OEDIPUS THE KING 


Lack-lustre sockets of his once bright eyes ; 
Hands of a man who blindly, recklessly, 
Became your sire by her from whom he sprang. 
Though I cannot behold you, I must weep 

In thinking of the evil days to come, 

The slights and wrongs that men will put upon you. 
Where'er ye go to feast or festival, 

No merrymaking will it prove for you, 

But oft abashed in tears ye will return. 

And when ye come to marriageable years, 
Where’s the bold wooer who will jeopardize 

To take unto himself such disrepute 

As to my children’s children still must cling, 
For what of infamy is lacking here ? 

“ Their father slew his father, sowed the seed 
Where he himself was gendered, and begat 
These maidens at the source wherefrom he sprang.” 
Such are the gibes that men will cast at you. 
Who then will wed you? None, I ween, but ye 
Must pine, poor maids, in single barrenness. ° 

O Prince, Menoeceus’ son, to thee I turn, 

With thee it rests to father them, for we 

Their natural parents, both of us, are lost. 

O leave them not to wander poor, unwed, 

Thy kin, nor let them share my low estate. 

O pity them so young, and but for thee 

All destitute. Thy hand upon it, Prince. 

To you, my children I had much to say, 
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1 ge) (qv MSS., Dindorf corr. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


Were ye but ripe to hear. Let this suffice : 
Pray ye may find some home and live content, 
And may your lot prove happier than your sire’s. 
CREON 
Thou hast had enough of weeping ; pass within. 
OEDIPUS 
I must obey, 
Though 'tis grievous. 
CREON 
Weep not, everything must have its day. 
OEDIPUS 
Well I go, but on conditions. 
CREON 
What thy terms for going, say. 
OEDIPUS 
Send me from the land an exile. 
CREON 
Ask this of the gods, not me. 
OEDIPUS 
But I am the gods’ abhorrence. 
CREON 
Then they soon will grant thy plea. 
OEDIPUS 
So thou yieldest to my pleading? 
CREON 
When I speak I mean it so. 
OEDIPUS 
Lead me hence, then, [ am willing. 


CREON 


Come, but let thy children go. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


OEDIPUS 
Rob me not of these my children ! 


CREON 
Crave not mastery in all, 
For the mastery that raised thee was thy bane and 
wrought thy fall. 
CHORUS 
Look ye, countrymen and Thebans, this is Oedipus 
the great, 
He who knew the Sphinx’s riddle and was mightiest 
in our state. 
Who of all our townsmen gazed not on his fame with 
envious eyes ? 
Now, in what a sea of troubles sunk and over- 
whelmed he lies ! 
Therefore wait to see life’s ending ere thou count 
one mortal blest ; 
Wait till free from pain and sorrow he has gained his 
final rest. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


ARGUMENT 


Orpipus, the blind and banished King of Thebes, has 
come in hts wanderings to Colonus, a deme of Athens, 
led by his daughter Antigone. He sits to rest on a rock 
just mithin the sacred grove of the Furies and 1s bidden 
depart by a passing native. But Oedipus, instructed by 
an oracle that he had reached his final resting-place, 
refuses to stir, and the stranger consents to go and 
consult the Elders of Colonus (the Chorus of the 
Play). Conducted to the spot they pity at first the blind 
beggar and his daughter, but on learning his name they 
are horror-stricken and order him to quit the land. He 
appeals to the mworld-famed hospitality of Athens and 
hints at the blessings that his coming mill confer on the 
State. They agree to amait the decision of King 
Theseus. From Theseus Oedipus craves protection in 
life and burial in Attic soil ; the benefits that nill accrue 
shall be told later. Theseus departs having promised to 
aid and befriend him. No sooner has he gone than 
Creon enters nith an armed guard who seize Antigone and 
carry her off (Ismene, the other sister, they have already 
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captured) and he is about to lay hands on Oedipus, when 
Theseus, who has heard the tumult, hurries up and, 
upbraiding Creon for his lawless act, threatens to detain 
him till he has shown where the captives are and restored 
them. In the next scene Theseus returns bringing nith 
him the rescued maidens. He informs Oedipus that a 
stranger who has taken sanctuary at the altar of 
Poseidon mishes to see him. It 1s Polynetces who has 
come to crave his father's forgiveness and blessing, 
knoning by an oracle that victory nill fall to the side that 
Oedipus espouses. But Oedipus spurns the hypocrite, 
and invokes a dire curse on both his unnatural sons. 
A sudden clap of thunder is heard, and as peal follows 
peal, Oedipus is amare that his hour is come and bids 
Antigone summon Theseus. Self-guided he leads the 
may to the spot where death should overtake him, attended 
by Theseus and his daughters. Halfway he bids his 
daughters farewell, and what followed none but Theseus 
knew. He was not (so the Messenger reports) for the 
gods took him. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


OxrpiPus, banished King of Thebes. 


ANTIGONE ; 
Tsun \ his daughters, 


THESEUS, King of Athens. 

CrEoNn, brother of Jocasta, now reigning at Thebes. 
PoLYNEIcss, elder son of Oedipus. 

STRANGER, a native of Colonus. 

MESSENGER, an attendant of Theseus. 

CHoRtvs, citizens of Colonus. 


ScENE: In front of the grove of the Eumenides. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Enter the blind oepipus led by his daughter, aNTIGONE. 


OEDIPUS 

Child of an old blind sire, Antigone, 

What region, say, whose city have we reached ? 
Who will provide to-day with scanted dole 

This wanderer? ’Tis little that he craves, 

And less obtains—that less enough for me ; 

For I am taught by suffering to endure, 

And the long years that have grown old with me, 
And last not least, by true nobility. 

My daughter, if thou seest a resting place 

On common ground or by some sacred grove, 
Stay me and set me down. Let us discover 
Where we have come, for strangers must inquire 
Of denizens, and do as they are bid. 


ANTIGONE 
Long-suffering father, Oedipus, the towers 
That fence the city still, methinks, are far ; 
But where we stand is surely holy ground ; 
A wilderness of laurel, olive, vine ; 

Within a feathered flock of nightingales =~ 
Are warbling. On this native seat of rock 
Rest; for an old man thou hast travelled far. 


OFDIPUS 
Guide these dark steps and seat me there secure. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


ANTIGONE 
If'time can teach, I need not to be told. 


OEDIPUS 
Say, prithee, if thou knowest, where we are. 


ANTIGONE 
Athens I recognise, but not the spot. 


OEDIPUS 
That much we heard from every wayfarer. 


ANTIGONE 
Shall I go on and ask about the place ? 


OEDIPUS 


Yes, daughter, if it be inhabited. 


ANTIGONE 
Sure there are habitations ; but no need 
To leave thee ; yonder is a man hard by. 


: OEDIPUS 
What, moving hitherward and on his way ? 


ANTIGONE 
Say rather, here already. Ask him straight 
The needful questions, for the man is here. 
Enter sTRANGER. 

OEDIPUS 
O stranger, as I learn from her whose eyes 
Must serve both her and me, that thou art here 
On timely quest, and so canst solve our doubts— 


STRANGER 
First quit that seat, then question me at large : 
The spot thou treadest on is holy ground. 


OEDIPUS 
What is the site, to what god dedicate ? 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


STRANGER 
Inviolable, untrod ; goddesses, 
Dread brood of Earth and Darkness, here abide. 


OEDIPUS 
Tell me the awful name I should invoke? 


STRANGER 
The Gracious Ones, All-seeing, so our people 
Call them, but elsewhere other names are rife. 


OEDIPUS 
Then may they show their suppliant grace, for I 
From this your sanctuary will ne’er depart. 


STRANGER 
What word is this? 
OEDIPUS 
The watchword of my fate. 
STRANGER 
Nay, ‘tis not mine to bid thee hence without 
Due warrant and instruction from the State. 
OEDIPUS 
Now in God’s name, O stranger, scorn me not 
As a wayfarer ; tell me what I crave. 


STRANGER 
Ask ; your request shall not be scorned by me. 
OEDIPUS 
How call you then the place wherein we bide? 
STRANGER 


Whate’er I know thou too shalt know; the place 
Is all to great Poseidon consecrate. 

Hard by, the Titan, he who bears the torch, 
Prometheus, has his worship ; but the spot 
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1 Brunck’s correction of the MSS. 6846s, which Sir George 
Young defends and translates ‘‘ the Brass-paved Causeway.” 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Thou treadest, the Brass-footed Threshold named, 
Is Athen’s bastion, and the neighbouring lands 
Claim as their chief and patron yonder knight 
Colonus, and in common bear his name. 
Such, stranger, is the spot, to fame unknown, 
But dear to us its native worshippers. 
OEDIPUS 
Thou sayest there are dwellers in these parts? 
) STRANGER 
Surely; they bear the name of yonder god. 
OEDIPUS 


Ruled by a king or by the general voice? 
STRANGER 
The lord of Athens is our over-lord. 
° OEDIPUS 
Who is this monarch, great in word and might? 
STRANGER 
Theseus, the son of Aegeus our late king. 
OEDIPUS 
Might one be sent from you to summon him ? 
STRANGER 
Wherefore? To tell him aught or urge his coming ? 
OEDIPUS 
Say a slight service may avail him much. 
STRANGER 
How can he profit from a sightless man? 


OEDIPUS 
The blind man’s words will be instinct with sight. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


STRANGER 
Heed then; I fain would see thee out of harm ; 
For by thy looks, marred though they be by fate, 
I judge thee noble: tarry where thou art, 
While I go seek the burghers—those at hand, 
Not in the city. They will soon decide 
Whether thou art to rest or go thy way. 
[ Exit STRANGER. 
OEDIPUS 
Tell me, my daughter, has the stranger gone? 


ANTIGONE 
Yes, he has gone; now we are all alone, 
And thou may’st speak, dear father, without fear. 


OEDIPUS 

Stern-visaged queens, since coming to this land 
First in your sanctuary I bent the knee, 

Frown not on me or Phoebus, who, when erst 
He told me all my miseries to come, 

Spake of this respite after many years, 

Some haven in a far-off land, a rest 

Vouchsafed at last by dread divinities. 

“There,” said he, “ shalt thou round thy weary life, 
A blessing to the land wherein thou dwell’st, 
But to the land that cast thee forth, a curse.”’ 
And of my weird he promised signs should come, 
Earthquake, or thunderclap, or lightning flash. 
And now I recognise as yours the sign 

That led my wanderings to this your grove ; 

Else had I never lighted on you first, 

A wineless man on you who loathe the grape, 

Or set me on your seat of native rock. 


O goddesses, fulfil Apollo’s word, 
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1 Aedoar’ abtév: xpocdépxov MSS., Hermann corr. 


OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Grant me some consummation of my life, 

If haply I appear not all too vile, 

A thrall to sorrow worse than any slave. 
Hear, gentle daughters of primeval Night, 
Hear, namesake of great Pallas; Athens, first 
Of cities, pity this dishonoured shade, 

The ghost of him who once was Oedipus. 


ANTIGONE 
Hush! for I see some grey-beards on their way, 
Their errand to spy out our resting-place. 


OEDIPUS 
I will be mute, and thou shalt guide my steps 
Into the covert from the public road, 
Till I have learned their drift. A prudent man 
Will ever shape his course by what he learns. 
Enter cHorvs. | 
, CHORUS 
Ha! Where is he? Look around ! (Str. 1) 
Every nook and corner scan! 
He the all-presumptuous man, 
Whither vanished? search the ground ! 
A wayfarer, I ween, 
A wayfarer, no countryman of ours, 
That old man must have been ; 
' Never had native dared to tempt the Powers, 
Or enter their demesne, 
The Maids in awe of whom each mortal cowers, 
Whose name no voice betrays nor cry, 
And as we pass them with averted eye, 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


We move hushed lips in reverent piety. 
But now some godless man, 
’Tis rumoured, here abides ; 
The precincts through I scan, 
Yet wot not where he hides, 
The wretch profane! 
I search and search in vain. 
OEDIPUS 
I am that man; | know you near, 
Ears to the blind, they say, are eyes. 
CHORUS 
O dread to see and dread to hear ! 
OEDIPUS 
O sirs, I am no outlaw under ban. 


CHORUS : 
Who can he be—dZeus save us !—this old man ? 


OEDIPUS 
No favourite of fate, 
That ye should envy his estate, 
O, Sirs, would any happy mortal, say, 
Grope by the light of other eyes his way, 
Or face the storm upon so frail a stay? 


| CHORUS 
Wast thou then sightless from thy birth? (Ant. 1) 
Evil, methinks, and long 
Thy pilgrimage on earth. 
Yet add not curse to curse and wrong to wrong. 

I warn thee, trespass not 

Within this hallowed spot, 
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1 MSS. &’ ody Eri wpoBa; éxlBawe, Bothe and Reiske corr. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Lest thou shouldst find the silent grassy glade 
Where offerings are laid, 

Bowls of spring water mingled with sweet mead. 
Thou must not stay, 
Come, come away, 
Tired wanderer, dost thou heed ? 

(We are tar off, but sure our voice can reach.) 
If aught thou wouldst beseech, 

Speak where ’tis right; till then refrain from speech 


OEDIPUS 
Daughter, what counsel should we now pursue ? 


ANTIGONE 
We must obey and do as here they do. 


OEDIPUS 
Thy hand then! 
ANTIGONE 
Here, O father, is my hand, 


OEDIPUS 
O Sirs, if I come forth at your command, 
Let me not suffer for my confidence. 


CHORUS (Str. 2) 
Against thy will no man shall drive thee hence. 
OEDIPUS 
Shall I go further? 
CHORUS 
Aye. 
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OIAINOTS 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 
OEDIPUS 
What further still ? 


CHORUS 
Lead maiden, thou canst guide him where we will. 


ANTIGONE 
% % * % * * % 
OEDIPUS 
* % % * * * * 
ANTIGONE 
* * * * * * %* 


Follow with blind steps, father, as I lead. 


' OEDIPUS 
¥ * * * ¥ ¥ ¥ 


CHORUS 
In a strange land strange thou art ; 
To her will incline thine heart ; 
Honour whatso’er the State 
_ Honours, all she frowns on hate. 


OEDIPUS 
Guide me child, where we may range 
Safe within the paths of right ; 
Counsel freely may exchange 
Nor with fate and fortune fight. 


CHORUS 
Halt! Go no further than that rocky floor. (Ant. 2) 


OEDIPUS 
Stay where I now am? 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


CHORUS 
Yes, advance no more. 


OEDIPUS 
May I sit down? 
CHORUS 
Move sideways towards the ledge, 
And sit thee crouching on the scarped edge. 


ANTIGONE 
This is my office, father, O incline— 


OEDIPUS 
Ah me! ah me! 
ANTIGONE 
Thy steps to my steps, lean thine aged frame on 
mine. | 
OEDIPUS 


Woe on my fate unblest ! 


CHORUS 


Wanderer, now thou art at rest, 
Tell me of thy birth and home, 
From what far country art thou come, 
Led on thy weary way, declare! 


OEDIPUS 
Strangers, I have no country. O forbear— 


CHORUS 
What is it, old man, that thou wouldst conceal ? 


OEDIPUS 
Forbear, nor urge me further to reveal— 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


CHORUS 
Why this reluctance? 
OEDIPUS 
Dread my lineage. 
CHORUS)” 
Say ! 
OEDIPUS 
What must I answer, child, ah welladay ! 
CHORUS 
Say of what stock thou comest, what man’s son— 
OEDIPUS 
Ah me, my daughter, now we are undone! 
ANTIGONE 
Speak, for thou standest on the slippery verge. 
OEDIPUS 
I will ; no plea for silence can I urge. 
CHORUS 
Will neither speak ? Come, Sir, why dally thus ! 
OEDIPUS 
Know’st one of Laius’— 
CHORUS 
Ha! Who! 
OEDIPUS 
Seed of Labdacus— 


CHORUS 
O Zeus! 
OEDIPUS 


The hapless Oedipus. 


CHORUS 
Art he? 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


OEDIPUS 
Whate’er I utter, have no fear of me. 


CHORUS 

Begone! 
OEDIPUS 

O wretched me! 
‘CHORUS 
Begone ! 

OEDIPUS 

O daughter, what will hap anon? 
CHORUS 

Forth from our borders speed ye both! 
OEDIPUS 

How keep you then your troth ? 


CHORUS 
Heaven’s justice never smites 
Him who ill with ill requites. 
But if guile with guile contend, 
Bane, not blessing, is the end. 
Arise, begone and take thee hence straightway, 
Lest on our land a heavier curse thou lay. 


ANTIGONE 
O sirs! ye suffered not my father blind, 
Albeit gracious and to ruth inclined, 
Knowing the deeds he wrought, not innocent, 
But with no ill intent ; 
Yet heed a maiden’s moan 
Who pleads for him alone ; 
My eyes, not reft of sight, 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Plead with you as a daughter’s might. 

You are our providence, 

O make us not go hence! 

O with a gracious nod 

Grant us the nigh despaired-of boon we crave! 
Hear us, O hear, 

By all that ye hold dear, 

Wife, children, homestead, hearth and God ! 

Where will you find one, search ye ne’er so well, 

Who ’scapes perdition if a god impel ! 


CHORUS 
Surely we pity thee and him alike 
Daughter of Oedipus, for your distress ; 
But as we reverence the decrees of Heaven 
We cannot say aught other than we said. 


OEDIPUS 
O what avails renown or fair repute? 
Are they not vanity? For, look you, now 
Athens is held of States the most devout, 
Athens alone gives hospitality 
And shelters the vexed stranger, so men say. 
Have I so found it? I whom ye dislodged 
First from my seat of rock and now would drive 
Forth from your land, dreading my name alone ; 
For me you surely dread not, nor my deeds, 
Deeds of a man more sinned against than sinning, 
As I might well convince you, were it meet 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


To tell my mother’s story and my sire’s, 

The cause of this your fear. Yet am I then 
A villain born because in self-defence, 
Stricken, I struck the striker back again ? 
E’en had I known, no villainy ’twould prove : 
But all unwitting whither I went, I went— 
To ruin; my destroyers knew it well, 
Wherefore, I pray you, sirs, in Heaven’s name, 
Even as ye bade me quit my seat, defend me. 
O pay not a lip service to the gods © 

And wrong them of their dues. Bethink ye well, 
The eye of Heaven beholds the just of men, 
And the unjust, nor ever in this world 

Has one sole godless sinner found escape. 
Stand then on Heaven’s side and never blot 
Athens’ fair scutcheon by abetting wrong. 

I came to you a suppliant, and you pledged 
Your honour; O preserve me to the end, 

O let not this marred visage do me wrong! 

A holy and god-fearing man is here 

Whose coming purports comfort for your folk. 
And when your chief arrives, whoe’er he be, 
Then shall ye have my story and know all. 
Meanwhile I pray you do me no despite. 


CHORUS. 


The plea thou urgest, needs must give us pause, 
Set forth in weighty argument, but we 
Must leave the issue with the ruling powers. 


OEDIPUS 
Where is he, strangers, he who sways the realm? 
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1 axdvws 7’, MSS., Porson corr. 


OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


CHORUS 
In his ancestral] seat ; a messenger, 
The same who sent us here, is gone for him. 


OEDIPUS 
And think you he will have such care or thought 
For the blind stranger as to come himself ? 


| CHORUS 
Ay, that he will, when once he learns thy name. 


OEDIPUS 
But who will bear him word ! 


CHORUS 
The way is long, 
And many travellers pass to speed the news. 
Be sure he’ll hear and hasten, never fear ; 
So wide and far thy name is noised abroad, 
That, were he ne’er so spent and loth to move, 
He would bestir him when he hears of thee. 


OEDIPUS 
Well, may he come with blessing to his State 
And me! Who serves his neighbour serves himself.} 


-  ANTIGONE 
Zeus! What is this? What can I say or think ? 


OEDIPUS 
What now, Antigone ? 


ANTIGONE 
I see a woman 

Riding upon a colt of Aetna’s breed ; 

She wears for headgear a Thessalian ‘hat 

To shade her from the sun. Who can it be? 


1 To avoid explaining the blessing (see 1. 288), still a secret, 
he resorts to a commonplace ; literally, ‘‘ For what generous 
. man is not (in befriending others) a friend to himself ?” 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


She or a stranger? Do I wake or dream? 
'Tis she; ‘tis not—I cannot tell, alack ; 

It is no other! Now her bright’ning glance 
Greets me with recognition, yes, ‘tis she, 
Herself, Ismene ! 


OEDIPUS 
Ha! what say ye, child ? 


ANTIGONE 
That I behold thy daughter and my sister, 
And thou wilt know her straightway by her voice. 
Enter 18MENE. 

ISMENE 

Father and sister, names to me most sweet, 
How hardly have I found you, hardly now 
When found at last can see you through my tears ! 


OEDIPUS 
Art come, my child? 
ISMENE 
O father, sad thy plight ! 


OEDIPUS 
Child, thou art here? 
ISMENE 
Yes, ‘twas a weary way. 


OEDIPUS 
Touch me, my child. 
ISMENE 
[ give a hand to both. 
OEDIPUS 
O children—sisters ! 
ISMENE 
O disastrous plight ! 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


OEDIPUS 
Her plight and mine? 
ISMENE 
Ay, and my own no less. 
OEDIPUS 
What brought thee, daughter ?. 
ISMENE 
Father, care for thee. 
OEDIPUS 
A daughter’s yearning ? 
ISMENE 
Yes, and I had news 
I would myself deliver, so 1 came 
With the one thrall who yet is true to me. 
OEDIPUS 
Thy valiant brothers, where are they at need ? 


ISMENE 
They are—enough, ‘tis now their darkest hour. 


OEDIPUS 7 
Out on the twain! Their thoughts and actions all 
Are framed and modelled on Egyptian ways. 
For there the men sit at the loom indoors 
While the wives slave abroad for daily bread. 
So you, my children—those whom it behoved 
To bear the burden, stay at home like girls, 
While in their stead my daughters moil and drudge, 
Lightening their father’s misery. The one 
Since first she grew from girlish feebleness 
To womanhood has been the old man’s guide 
And shared my weary wanderings, roaming oft 
Hungry and footsore through wild forest ways, 
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1 gs MSS., Tyrwhitt corr. 
2 L. xékadsrnpot, Toup corr. 


OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


[In drenching rains and under scorching suns, 
Careless herself of home and ease, if so 

Her sire might have her tender ministry. 

And thou, my child, whilom thou wentest forth, 
Fluding the Cadmeians’ vigilance, 

To bring thy father all the oracles 

Concerning Oedipus, and didst make thyself 

My faithful lieger, when they banished me. 

And now what mission summons thee from home, 
What news, Ismene, hast thou for thy father ? 
This much I know, thou com’st not empty-handed, 
Without a warning of some new alarm. 


ISMENE 


The toil and trouble, father, that I bore 

To find thy lodging-place and how thou faredst, 
I spare thee ; surely ‘twere a double pain 

To suffer, first in act and then in telling ; 

"Tis the misfortune of thine ill-starred sons 

I come to tell thee. At the first they willed 
To leave the throne to Creon, minded well 
Thus to remove the inveterate curse of old, 

A canker that infected all thy race. 

But now some god and an infatuate soul 

Have stirred betwixt them a mad rivalry 

To grasp at sovereignty and kingly power. 
To-day the hot-brained youth, the younger born, 
Is keeping Polyneices from the throne, 

His elder, and has thrust him from the land. 
The banished brother (so all Thebes reports) 
Fled to the vale of Argos, and by help 

Of new alliance there and friends in arms, 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Swears he will stablish Argos straight as lord 
Of the Cadmeian land, or, if he fail, 

Exalt the victor to the stars of heaven. 

This is no empty tale, but deadly truth, 

My father ; and how long thy agony, 

Ere the gods pity thee, I cannot tell. 


OEDIPUS 
Hast thou indeed then entertained a hope 
The gods at last will turn and rescue me? 


ISMENE 

Yea, so I read these latest oracles. 
OEDIPUS 

What oracles? What hath been uttered, child ? 
ISMENE 


Thy country (so it runs) shall yearn in time 
To have thee for their weal alive or dead. 


OEDIPUS 
And who could gain by such a one as I? 
. 18MENE 
On thee, ’tis said, their sovereignty depends. 
OEDIPUS 
So, when I cease to be, my worth begins. 
ISMENE 
The gods, who once abased, uplift thee now. 
OEDIPUS 
Poor help to raise an old man fallen in youth. 
ISMENE 


Howe’'er that be, ’tis for this cause alone 
That Creon comes to thee—and comes anon. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


OEDIPUS 
With what intent, my daughter? Tell me plainly. 
ISMENE 
To plant thee near the Theban land, and so 
Keep thee within their grasp, yet not allow 
Thy foot to pass beyond their boundaries. 
OEDIPUS 
What gain they, if I lie outside ? 
ISMENE 
Thy tomb, 
If disappointed, brings on them a curse 
OEDIPUS 
It needs no god to tell what’s plain to sense. 
ISMENE 
Therefore they fain would have thee close at hand, 
Not where thou wouldst be master of thyself. 


OFDIPUS 

Mean they to shroud my bones in Theban dust ? 
ISMENE 

Nay, father, guilt of kinsman’s blood forbids. 
OEDIPUS 

Then never shall they be my masters, never ! 
ISMENE 

Thebes, thou shalt rue this bitterly some day ! 
OEDIPUS 

When what conjunction comes to pass, my child? 
ISMENF. 


Thy angry’wraith, when at thy tomb they stand.! 


1 Creon desires to bury Oedipus on the confines of Thebes 
so as to avoid the pollution and yet offer due rites at his 
tomb. Ismene tells him of the latest oracle and interprets 
to him its purport, that some day the Theban invaders of 
Athens will be routed in a battle near the grave of Oedipus. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


OEDIPUS 

And who hath told thee what thou tell’st me, child ? 
ISMENE 

Envoys who visited the Delphic hearth. 
OEDIPUS 

Hath Phoebus spoken thus concerning me ? 
ISMENE 

So say the envoys who returned to Thebes. 
OEDIPUS 

And can a son of mine have heard of this? 
I8MENE 

Yea, both alike, and know its import well. 
OEDIPUS 


They knew it, yet the ignoble greed of rule 

Outweighed all longing for their sire’s return. 
ISMENE 

Grievous thy words, yet I must own them true. 


OEDIPUS 

Then may the gods ne’er quench their fatal feud, 

And mine be the arbitrament of the fight, 

For which they now are arming, spear to spear ; 

That neither he who holds the sceptre now 

May keep his throne, nor he who fled the realm 

Return again. They never raised a hand, 

When I their sire was thrust from hearth and home ; 

When I was banned and banished, what recked 
they ? 

Say you ’twas done at my desire, a grace 

Which the State, yielding to my wish, allowed ? 

Not so; for, mark you, on that very day 

When in the tempest of my soul I craved 
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2 @éAnré wou MSS., Dindorf corr. 
3 xpd oraiot traio MSS., Dindorf corr, 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Death, even death by stoning, none appeared 

To further that wild longing, but anon, 

When time had numbed my anguish and I felt 
My wrath had all outrun those errors past, 

Then, then it was the city went about 

By force to oust me, respited for years ; 

And they my sons, who should as sons have helped, 
Did nothing : and, one little word from them 
Was all I needed, and they spoke no word, 

But let me wander on for evermore, 

A banished man, a beggar. These two maids 
Their sisters, girls, gave all their sex could give, — 
Food and safe harbourage and filial care ; 

While their two brethren sacrificed their sire 

For lust of power and sceptred sovereignty. 

No! me they ne’er shall win for an ally, 

Nor will this Theban kingship bring them gain ; 
That know I from this maiden’s oracles, 

And those old prophecies concerning me, 

Which Phoebus now at length has brought to pass. 
Come Creon then, come all the mightiest 

In Thebes to seek me ; for if ye my friends, 
Championed by those dread Powers indigenous, 
Espouse my cause ; then for the State ye gain 

A great deliverer, for my foemen bane. 


CHORUS 
Our pity, Oedipus, thou needs must move, 
Thou and these maidens; and the stronger plea 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Thou urgest, as the saviour of our land, 

Disposes me to counsel for thy weal. 
OEDIPUS 

Aid me, kind sirs; I will do all you bid. 
CHORUS 

First make atonement to the deities, 

Whose grove by trespass thou didst first profane. 
OEDIPUS 

After what manner, stranger? Teach me, pray. 
CHORUS 

Make a libation first of water fetched 

With undefiled hands from living spring. 
OEDIPUS 

And after I have gotten this pure draught? 
CHORUS 

Bowls thou wilt find, the carver’s handiwork ; 

Crown thou the rims and both the handles crown— 
OEDIPUS 

With olive shoots or flocks of wool, or how ? 
CHORUS 

With wool from fleece of yearling freshly shorn. 
OEDIPUS 

What next? how must I end the ritual ? 
CHORUS 

Pour thy libation, turning to the dawn. 
OEDIPUS 

Pouring it from the urns whereof ye spake? 
CHORUS 

Yea, in three streams; and be the last bowl drained 

To the last drop. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


OEDIPUS 
And wherewith shall I fill it, 
Ere in its place I set it? This too tell. 


CHORUS 
With water and with honey ; add no wine. 


OEDIPUS 
And when the embowered earth hath drunk thereof ? 
CHORUS 


Then lay upon it thrice nine olive sprays 
With both thy hands, and offer up this prayer. 


OEDIPUS 
I fain would hear it; that imports the most. 


CHORUS 
That, as we call them Gracious, they would deign 
To grant the suppliant their saving grace. 
So pray thyself or whoso prays for thee, 
In whispered accents, not with lifted voice ; 
Then go and look not back. Do as I bid, 
And I shall then be bold to stand thy friend ; 
Else, stranger, I should have my fears for thee. 


OEDIPUS 
Hear ye, my daughters, what these strangers say ? 


ANTIGONE 
We listened, and attend thy bidding, father. 


OEDIPUS 
I cannot go, disabled as I am 
Doubly, by lack of strength and lack of sight ; 
But one of you may do it in my stead ; 
For one, I trow, may pay the sacrifice 
Of thousands, if his heart be leal and true. 
So to your work with speed, but leave me not 
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18’ &vev L., Hermann corr. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Untended ; for this frame is all too weak 
To move without the help of guiding hand. 


ISMENE 
Then I will go perform these rites, but where 
To find the spot, this have I yet to learn. 


CHORUS 
Beyond this grove ; if thou hast need of aught, 
The guardian of the close will lend his aid. 


ISMENE 

I go, and thou, Antigone, meanwhile 

Must guard our father. In a parent’s cause 

Toil, if there be toil, is of no account. [zit smenr 
CHORUS (Str. 1) 

Ill is it, stranger, to awake . 

Pain that long since has ceased to ache, 

And yet I fain would hear— 


OEDIPUS 
What thing? 


CHORUS 
Thy tale of cruel suffering 

For which no cure was found, 
The fate that held thee bound. 


OEDIPUS 
O bid me not (as guest I claim 
This grace) expose my shame. 


CHORUS 
The tale is bruited far and near, 
And echoes still from ear to ear. 
The truth, I fain would hear. 
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Hveynov kaxdtar’, & Eévot, Hveyxov &xav pev’, MSS., Hveyn’ 
obv Whitelaw, Hveyer’ déxwy pév, Martin. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


OEDIPUS 
Ah ine! 
CHORUS 


I prithee yield. 


OEDIPUS 
Ah me! 


CHORUS 
Grant my request, I granted all to thee. 


OEDIPUS (Ant. 1) 
Know then I suffered ills most vile, but none 
(So help me Heaven !) from acts in malice done. 


CHORUS 
Say how. 

OEDIPUS 

The State around 
An all unwitting bridegroom bound 
An impious marriage chain ; 
That was my bane. 

CHORUS 
Did’st thou in sooth then share 
A bed incestuous with her that bare— 


OEDIPUS 
It stabs me like a sword, 
That two-edged word, 
O stranger, but these maids—my own— 


CHORUS 
Say on. 

OEDIPUS 
Two daughters, curses twain. 
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1 gal 7 &p eialy MSS., E. L. Lushington corr. 
2 éxwolanoa MSS., Jebb corr. 


OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


CHORUS 
Oh God! 
OEDIPUS 
Sprang from the wife and mother’s travail-pain. 
CHORUS 
What, then thy offspring are at once— (Str. 2) 
OEDIPUS 


Too true. 
Their father’s very sisters too. 
CHORUS 
‘Oh horror ! 
OEDIPUS 
Horrors from the boundless deep 
Back on my soul in refluent surges sweep. 
CHORUS 
Thou hast endured— 
OEDIPUS 
Intolerable woe. 
CHORUS 
And sinned— | 
OEDIPUS 
I sinnéd not. 
CHORUS 
How so? 
OEDIPUS 
I served the State; would I had never won 
That graceless grace by which 1 was undone. 


CHORUS Ant, 2) 
And next, unhappy man, thou hast shed blood ? 
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1 RAAous epdvevoa kal arwAeca MSS., Mekler corr. 
2 ameotadAn MSS., Dindorf corr. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


OEDIPUS 
Must ye hear more? 
CHORUS 
A father’s? 
OEDIPUS 


Flood on flood 


Whelms me; that word’s a second mortal blow. 


CHORUS 
Murderer ! 
OEDIPUS 
Yes, a murderer, but know— 
CHORUS 
What canst thou plead ? 
OEDIPUS 
A plea of justice. 
CHORUS 
How? 
OEDIPUS 
I slew who else would me have slain ; 
I slew without intent, 
A wretch, but innocent 
In the law’s eye, I stand, without a stain. 
: CHORUS | 
Behold our sovereign, Theseus, Aegeus’ son, 
Comes at thy summons to perform his part. 
Enter THESEUS. 
THESEUS 
Oft had I heard of thee in times gone by— 
The bloody mutilation of thine eyes— 
And therefore know thee, son of Laius. 
All that I lately gathered on the way 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Made my conjecture doubly sure ; and now 
Thy garb and that marred visage prove to me 
That thou art he. So pitying thine estate, 
Most ill-starred Oedipus, I fain would know 
What is the suit ye urge on me and Athens, 
Thou and the peinles maiden at thy side. 
Declare it ; dire indeed must be the tale 
Whereat / should recoil. I too was reared, 
Like thee, in exile, and in foreign lands 
Wrestled with many perils, no man more. 
Wherefore no alien in adversity 

Shall seek in vain my succour, nor shalt thou ; 
I know myself a mortal, and my share 

In what the morrow brings no more than thine. 


OEDIPUS 

Theseus, thy words so apt, so generous, 

So comfortable, need no long reply. 

Both who I am and of what lineage sprung, 
And from what land I came, thou hast declared. 
So without prologue I may utter now 

My brief petition, and the tale is told. 


THESEUS 

Say on, and tell me what I fain would learn. 
OEDIPUS © 

I come to offer thee this woe-worn frame, 


A gift not fair to look on; yet its worth 
More precious far than any outward show. 


THESEUS 
What profit dost thou proffer to have brought? 


OEDIPUS 
Hereafter thou shalt learn, not yet, methinks, 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


THESEUS 

When may we hope to reap the benefit ? 
OEDIPUS 

When I am dead and thou hast buried me. 
THESEUS 

Thou cravest life’s last service ; all before— 

Is it forgotten or of no account ? 


OEDIPUS 

Yea, the last boon is warrant for the rest. 
THESEUS 

The grace thou cravest then is small indeed. 
OEDIPUS 

Nay, weigh it well; the issue is not slight. 
THESEUS 

Thou meanest that betwixt thy sons and me ? 
OEDIPUS 

Prince, they would fain convey me back to Thebes. 
THESEUS 


If there be no compulsion, then methinks 

To rest in banishment befits not thee. 
OEDIPUS . 

Nay, when J wished it they would not consent. 
THESEUS 

For shame ! such temper misbecomes the fallen. 


OEDIPUS 
Chide if thou wilt, but first attend my plea. 


THESEUS 
Say on, I wait full knowledge ere I judge. 


OEDIPUS 
O Theseus, I have suffered wrongs on wrongs. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS | 


THESEUS 
Would’st tell the old misfortune of thy race ? 


OEDIPUS 


No, that has grown a byword throughout Greece. 


THESEUS 
What then can be this more than mortal grief ? 
OEDIPUS 
My case stands thus; by my own flesh and blood 
I was expelled my country, and can ne’er 
Thither return again, a parricide. 
THESEUS 
Why fetch thee home if thou must dwell apart? 


OEDIPUS 


The god has spoken ; they must needs obey. 
THESEUS 

What are they threatened by the oracle? 
OEDIPUS 

Destruction that awaits them in this land. 
THESEUS 

What can beget ill blood ’twixt them and me? 
OEDIPUS 


Dear son of Aegeus, to the gods alone 

Is given immunity from eld and death ; 

But nothing else escapes all-ruinous time. 
Earth’s might decays, the might of men decays, 
Honour grows cold, dishonour flourishes, 

There is no constancy ’twixt friend and friend, 
Or city and city; be it soon or late, 

Sweet turns to bitter, hate once more to love. 
If now ‘tis sunshine betwixt Thebes and thee 
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OEDIPUS AF COLONUS 


And not a cloud, Time in his endless course 
Gives birth to endless days and nights, wherein 
The merest nothing shall suffice to cut 

With serried spears your bonds of amity. 

Then shall my slumbering and buried corse 

In its cold grave drink their warm life-blood up, 
If Zeus be Zeus and Phoebus still speak true. 
No more: 'tis ill to tear aside the veil 

Of mysteries ; let me cease as I began : 
Enough if thou wilt keep thy plighted troth, 
Then shalt thou ne’er complain that Oedipus 
Proved an unprofitable and thankless guest, 
Except the gods themselves shall play me false. 


CHORUS 
The man, my lord, has from the very first 
Declared his power to offer to our land 
These and like benefits. 


THESEUS 
Who could reject 
The proffered amity of such a friend ? 
First, he can claim the hospitality 
To which by mutual contract we stand pledged : 
Next, coming here, a suppliant to the gods, 
He pays full tribute to the State and me ; 
His favours therefore never will I spurn, 
But grant him the full rights of citizen ; 
And, if it suits the stranger here to bide, 
I place him in your charge, or if he please 
Rather to come with me—choose, Oedipus, 
Which of the two thou wilt. Thy choice is mine. 


OEDIPUS 
Zeus, may thy blessing fall on men like these ! 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


THESEUS 

What dost thou then decide —to come with me? 
OEDIPUS 

Yea, were it lawful—but ’tis rather here— 
THESEUS 

What wouldst thou here? I shall not thwart thy wish 
OEDIPUS 

Here shall I vanquish those who cast me forth. 
THESEUS 

Then were thy presence here a boon indeed. 
OEDIPUS 

Such shall it prove, if thou fulfil’st thy pledge. 
THESEUS 

Fear not for me ; I shall not play thee false. 
OEDIPUS 

No need to back thy promise with an oath, 
THESEUS 

An oath would be no surer than my word. 
OEDIPUS 

How wilt thou act then? 
THESEUS 

What is it thou fear’st ? 

OEDIPUS 

My foes will come— 
THESEUS 

Our friends will look to that. 

OEDIPUS 

But if thou leave me? 
THESEUS 

Teach me not my duty. 
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OEDIPUS AT’ COLONUS 


OEDIPUS 
’Tis fear constrains me. 


THESEUS 
My soul knows no fear! 


OEDIPUS 
Thou knowest not what threats— 


THESEUS 
I know that none 

Shall hale thee hence in my despite. Such threats 
Vented in anger oft, are blusterers, 
An idle breath, forgot when sense returns. 
And for thy foemen, though their words were 

brave, 
Boasting to bring thee back, they are like to find 
The seas between us wide and hard to sail. 
Such my firm purpose, but in any case 
Take heart, since Phoebus sent thee here. My 

name, 
Though I be distant, warrants thee from harm. 


CHORUS (Str. 1) 

Thou hast come to a steed-famed land for rest, 
O stranger worn with toil, 

To a land of all lands the goodliest 
Colonus’ glistening soil. 

"Tis the haunt of the clear-voiced nightingale, 
Who hid in her bower, among 

The wine-dark ivy that wreathes the vale, 
Trilleth her ceaseless song ; 

And she loves, where the clustering berries nod 
O’er a sunless, windless glade, 
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The spot by no mortal footstep trod, 

The pleasance kept for the Bacchic god, 

Where he holds each night his revels wild 

With the nymphs who fostered the lusty child. ° 


And fed each morn by the pearly dew = (Ant. 1) 
The starred narcissi shine, 
And a wreath with the crocus’ golden hue 
For the Mother and Daughter twine. 
And never the sleepless fountains cease 
That feed Cephisus’ stream, 
But they swell earth’s bosom with quick increase, 
And their wave hath a crystal gleam. 
And the Muses’ quire will never disdain 
To visit this heaven-favoured plain, 
Nor the Cyprian queen of the golden rein. 
(Str. 2) 
And here there grows, unpruned, untamed, 
Terror to foemen’s spear, 
A tree in Asian soil unnamed, 
By Pelops’ Dorian isle unclaimed, 
Self-nurtured year by year ; 
‘Tis the grey-leaved olive that feeds our boys ; 
Nor youth nor withering age destroys 
The plant that the Olive Planter tends 
And the Grey-eyed Goddess herself defends. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


(Ant. 2) 
Yet another gift, of all gifts the most 
Prized by our fatherland, we boast— 
The might of the horse, the might of the sea ; 
Our fame, Poseidon, we owe to thee, 
Son of Kronos, our king divine, 
Who in these highways first didst fit 
For the mouth of horses the iron bit; 
Thou too hast taught us to fashion meet 
For the arm of the rower the oar-blade fleet, 
Swift as the Nereids’ hundred feet 
As they dance along the brine. 


ANTIGONE 
O land extolled above all lands, ‘tis now 
For thee to make these glorious titles good. 
OEDIPUS 
Why this appeal, ny daughter? 
ANTIGONE 
Father, lo! 
Creon approaches with his company. 
OEDIPUS 
O kindly elders, lend me now your aid 
To find deliverance and my final rest. 
CHORUS 
Fear not, it shall be so; if we are old, 
This country’s vigour has no touch of age. 
Enter cron nith attendants. 
CREON 
Burghers, my noble friends, ye take alarm 
At my approach (I read it in your eyes), 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Fear nothing and refrain trom angry words. 

I come with no ill purpose; I am old, 

And know the city whither I am come, 
Without a peer amongst the powers of Greece. 
It was by reason of my years that I 

Was chosen to persuade your guest and bring 
Him back to Thebes; not the delegate 

Of one man, but commissioned by the State, 
Since of all Thebans I have most bewailed, 
Being his kinsman, his most grievous woes. 

O listen to me, luckless Oedipus, 

Come home! The whole Cadmeian people claim 
With right to have thee back, I most of all, 
For most of all (else were I vile indeed) 

I mourn for thy misfortunes, seeing thee 

An aged outcast, wandering on and on, 

A beggar with one handmaid for thy stay. 
Ah! who had e’er imagined she could fall 

To such a depth of misery as this, 

To tend in penury thy stricken frame, 

A virgin ripe for wedlock, but unwed, 

A prey for any wanton ravisher ? 

Seems it not cruel this reproach I cast 

On thee and on myself and all the race? 

Aye, but an open shame cannot be hid. 

Hide it, O hide it, Oedipus, thou canst. 

O, by our fathers’ gods, consent I pray ; 

Come back to Thebes, come to thy father’s home, 
Bid Athens, as is meet, a fond farewell ; 
Thebes thy old foster-mother claims thee first. 
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‘ OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


OEDIPUS 

O front of brass, thy subtle tongue would twist 

To thy advantage every plea of right. 

Why try thy arts on me, why spread again 

Toils where ’twould gall me sorest to be snared ? 

In old days when by self-wrought woes distraught, 

I yearned for exile as a glad release, 

Thy will refused the favour then I craved. 

But when my frenzied grief had spent its force, 

And I was fain to taste the sweets of home, 

Then thou would’st thrust me from my country, then 

These ties of kindred were by thee ignored ; 

And now again when thou behold’st this State 

And all its kindly people welcome me, 

Thou seek’st to part us, wrapping in soft words 

Hard thoughts. And yet what pleasure canst thou 
find 

In forcing friendship on unwilling foes ? 

Suppose a man refused to grant some boon 

When you importuned him, and afterwards 

When you had got your heart’s desire, consented, 

Granting a grace from which all grace had fled, 

Would not such favour seem an empty boon? 

Yet such the boon thou profferest now to me, 

Fair in appearance, but when tested false. 

Yea, I will prove thee false, that these may hear ; 

Thou art come to take ine, not to take me home, 

But plant me on thy borders, that thy State 

May so escape annoyance from this land. 

That thou shalt never gain, but this instead— 

My ghost to haunt thy country without end ; 

And for my sons, this heritage—no more— 

Just room to die in. Have not I more skill 

Than thou to draw the horoscope of Thebes ? 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Are not my teachers surer guides than thine— 
Great Phoebus and the sire of Phoebus, Zeus ? 
Thou art a messenger suborned, thy tongue 

Is sharper than a sword’s edge, yet thy speech 
Will bring thee more defeats than victories. 
Howbeit, I know I waste my words—begone, 
And leave me here ; whate’er may be my lot, 
He lives not ill who lives withal content. 


CREON 
Which loses in this parley, I o’erthrown 
By thee, or thou who overthrow’st thyself? 


OEDIPUS 
I shall be well contented if thy suit 
Fails with these strangers, as it has with me. 


CREON 
Unhappy man, will years ne’er make thee wise ? 
Must thou live on to cast a slur on age ? 


OEDIPUS 
Thou hast a glib tongue, but no honest man, 
Methinks, can argue well on any side. 


CREON : 
Tis one thing to speak much, another well. 


OEDIPUS 
Thy words, forsooth, are few and all well aimed ! 
CREON 
Not for a man indeed with wits like thine. 
OEDIPUS 
Depart ! I bid thee in these burghers’ name, 
And prowl no longer round me to blockade 
My destined harbour. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


CREON 
I protest to these, 

Not thee, and for thine answer to thy kin, 
If e’er I take thee— 

OEDIPUS 

Who against their will 

Could take me? 

CREON 

Though untaken thou shalt smart. 


OEDIPUS 
What power hast thou to execute this threat ? 


CREON | 
One of thy daughters is already seized, 
The other I will carry off anon. 


OEDIPUS 
Woe, woe ! 
CREON 
This is but prelude to thy woes. 


OEDIPUS 
Hast thou my child? 
CREON 
And soon shall have the other. 


OEDIPUS 
Ho, friends! ye will not surely play me false ? 
Chase this ungodly villain from your land. 


CHORUS 
Hence, stranger, hence avaunt! Thou doest wrong 
In this, and wrong in all that thou hast done. 


CREON (to his guards) 
‘Tis time by force to carry off the girl, 
If she refuse of her free will to go. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


ANTIGONE 
Ah, woe is me! where shall I fly, where find 
Succour from gods or men? 
CHORUS 
What would’st thou, stranger ? 
CREON 
I meddle not with him, but her who is mine. 
OEDIPUS 
O princes of the land ! 
CHORUS 
Sir, thou dost wrong. 
CREON 
Nay, right. 
CHORUS 
How right? 
CREON 
I take but what is mine. 
OFDIPUS 
Help, Athens ! 
CHORUS 
What means this, sirrah ? quick unhand her, or 
We'll fight it out. 
CREON 
Back ! 
CHORUS 
Not till thou forbear. 
CREON 
’Tis war with Thebes if I am touched or harmed. 
OEDIPUS 
Did I not warn thee? 
CHORUS 
Quick, unhand the maid ! 
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CREON 
Command your minions; I am not your slave. 


CHORUS 


Desist, I bid thee. 


CREON (to the guard) 
And I bid thee march ! 


CHORUS 
To the rescue, one and all! 
Rally, neighbours to my call ! 
See, the foe is at the gate ! 
Rally to defend the State. 


& 
ANTIGONE 
Ah, woe is me, they drag me hence, O friends. 


OEDIPUS 
Where art thou, daughter ? 
ANTIGONE 
Haled along by force. 


OEDIPUS 
Thy hands, my child! 
ANTIGONE 
They will not let me, father. 


CREON 
Away with her! 
OEDIPUS 
Ah woe is me, ah woe! 


CREON 
So those two crutches shall no longer serve thee 
For further roaming. Since it pleaseth thee 
To triumph o’er thy country and thy friends 
Whose mandate, though a prince, I here discharge, 
Enjoy thy triumph; soon or late thou'lt find 
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Thou art an enemy to thyself, both now 
And in time past, when in despite of friends 
Thou gav’st the rein to passion, still thy bane. 
CHORUS 
Hold there, sir stranger ! 
CREON 
Hands off, have a care! 


CHORUS 
Restore the maidens, else thou goest not. 
CREON 


Then Thebes will take a dearer surety soon ; 
I will lay hands on more than these two maids. 


CHORUS 
What canst thou further? 
CREON 
Carry off this man. 
CHORUS 
Brave words ! 
CREON 
And deeds forthwith shall make them good 
CHORUS 
Unless perchance our sovereign intervene. 
OEDIPUS 
O shameless voice! Would’st lay a hand on me? 
CREON 
Silence, I bid thee ! 
OEDIPUS 


Goddesses, allow 
Thy suppliant to utter yet one curse ! 
Wretch, now my eyes are gone thou hast torn away 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


The helpless maiden who was eyes to me ; 
For this to thee and all thy curséd race 

May the great Sun, whose eye is everywhere, 
Grant length of days and old age like to mine. 


CREON 
Listen, O men of Athens, mark ye this? 


OEDIPUS 
They mark us both and understand that I 
Wronged by thy deeds defend myself with words. 


CREON 
Nothing shall curb my will; though I be old © 
And single-handed, I will have this man. 


OEDIPUS 
O woe is me! 
_ CHORUS 
Thou art a bold man, stranger, if thou think’st 
To execute thy purpose. 


CREON 
So I do. 
CHORUS 
Then shall I deem this State no more a State. 


CREON 
With a just quarrel weakness conquers might. 


OEDIPUS 
Ye hear his words? 
CHORUS 
Aye words, but not yet deeds, 
Zeus knoweth ! 
CREON 
Zeus may haply know, not thou. 
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CHORUS 
Insolence! 
CREON 
Insolence that thou must bear. 


CHORUS 
Haste ye princes, sound the alarm ! 
Men of Athens, arm ye, arm! 
Quickly to the rescue come 
Ere the robbers get them home. 
Enter THESEUS. 
THESEUS 
Why this outcry? What is forward? wherefore was 
I called away 
From the altar of Poseidon, lord of your Colonus? Say! 
On what errand have I hurried hither without stop 
or Stay. 
OEDIPUS 
Dear friend—those accents tell me who thou art, 
Yon man but now hath done me a foul wrong. 


THESEUS 
What is this wrong and who hath wrought it? Speak. 


OEDIPUS 
Creon who stands before thee. He it is 
Hath robbed me of my all, my daughters twain. 


THESEUS 
What means this? 
OEDIPUS 
Thou hast heard my tale of wrongs. 


THESEUS 
Ho! hasten to the altars, one of you, 
Command my liegemen leave the sacrifice 
And hurry, foot and horse, with rein unchecked, 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


To where the paths that packmen use diverge, 
Lest the two maidens slip away, and I 

Become a mockery to this my guest, 

As one despoiled by force. Quick, as I bid. 

As for this stranger, had I let my rage, 

Justly provoked, have play, he had not ’scaped 
Scathless and uncorrected at my hands. 

But now the laws to which himself appealed, 
These and none other shall adjudicate. 

Thou shalt not quit this land, till thou hast fetched 
The maidens and produced them in my sight. 
Thou hast offended both against myself 

And thine own race and country. Having come 
Unto a State that champions right and asks 

For every action warranty of law, 

Thou hast set aside the custom of the land, 
And like some freebooter art carrying off 

What plunder pleases thee, as if forsooth 

Thou thoughtest this a city without men, 

Or manned by slaves, and me a thing of naught. 
Yet not from Thebes this villainy was learnt ; 
Thebes is not wont to breed unrighteous sons, 
Nor would she praise thee, if she learnt that thou 
Wert robbing me—aye and the gods to boot, 
Haling by force their suppliants, poor maids. 
Were I on Theban soil, to prosecute 

The justest claim imaginable, I 

Would never wrest by violence my own 

Without the sanction of your State or King ; 

I should behave as fits an outlander 

Living amongst a foreign folk, but thou 
Shamest a city that deserves it not, 

Even thine own, and plenitude of years 

Have made of thee an old man and a fool. 


237 ° 


238 


OIAITIOYS EDI KOAONOI 


elrov pe ovv Kal mpoabev, é evverr@ dé vor, 

Tas maidas @s TaXLOTA Seip’ aye TwWd, 

el 11) METOLKOS Tho be Tis Xepas Oéreus 

elvat Bia TE KOU, exo" Kal TAUTA COL - 

TO V@ O opotws Karo THS yA@ooNS Aéyo. 
XOPOX 


Opes iv jKes, @ Eév’; as ad’ ov pev el 
daiver Sixasos, Spav & épevpioxe Kaka. 
KPEQN 
eyo ovT dvavdpov THVOE THY mony vewov,) 
rH) TEKVOV Alyéws, od’ aBovhov, @S aU Ons, 
ToUpyov TOO éfer pata, yyrockav 6 btt 
ovdels ToT’ avTous TOV €meav adv é cumrerou 
Enos Evvaipov, @ aor enob Tpéepeuy Big. 
non 8 odouver’ ava Kal TAT poKTOVOD 
Kavaryvov ov de€otaT , ove bry yajeoe 
Evvovres nupeOncay a avoo lot TEKVOV. 
ToLovTov autois “Apeos eUBovdov mayov 
eyo Evvndy xO owor 60’, ds ovK éa 
Tovovcd adnTas THO opod vaiew moneu 
rH) miorw taxon rHvs exerpoupny arypav. 


Kal Tar ay OUK  empaccoy, el pa fot WeKpas 


aUTe ° T apas nparo Kat TOME ) yee’ 
av? av teTrovOas ngiouv Ta "avr ibpav. 
Oupod yap ovdév vijpds eat dddo Twn 
Gaveiv Gavovrwv § ovdéev adyos dmrerar, 
T pos TavTa mpaters olov & av OeAns” evel 
épnyuia pe, Ket Stxat Guws Aéyor, 
o pK pov TtOnou: mpos 66 TAS mpagers 6 5Mws, 
Kal TnALKOGS wY, avTLOpay TreLpdc opal. 

1 r~éyav MSS., Schneidewin corr. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Therefore again I charge thee as before, 
See that the maidens are restored at once, 
Unless thou would'st continue here by force 
And not by choice a sojourner ; so much 

I tell thee home and what I say, I mean. 


CHORUS 
Thy case is perilous ; though by birth and race 
Thou should’st be just, thou plainly doest wrong. 

CREON 
Not deeming this a city void of men | 
Or counsel, son of Aegeus, as thou say’st, 
I did what I have done ; rather I thought 
Your people were not like to set such store 
By kin of mine and keep them ‘gainst my will. 
Nor would they harbour, so I stood assured, 
A godless parricide, a reprobate 
Convicted of incestuous marriage ties. 
For on her native hill of Ares here 
(I knew your far-famed Areopagus) 
Sits Justice, and permits not vagrant folk 
To stay within your borders. In that faith 
I hunted down my quarry ; and e’en then 
I had refrained but for the curses dire 
Wherewith he banned my kinsfolk and myself : 
Such wrong, methought, had warrant for my act. 
Anger has no old age but only death ; 
The dead alone can feel no touch of spite. 
So thou must work thy will ; my cause is just 
But weak without allies ; yet will I try, 
Old as I am, to answer deeds with deeds. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


OEDIPUS 


O shameless railer, think’st thou this abuse 
Defames my grey hairs rather than thine own? 
Murder and incest, deeds of horror, all 

Thou blurtest forth against me, all 1 have borne, 
No willing sinner; so it pleased the gods 
Wrath haply with my sinful race of old, 

Since thou could’st find no sin in me myself 
For which in retribution I was doomed 

To trespass thus against myself and mine. 
Answer me now, if by some oracle 

My sire was destined to a bloody end 

By a son’s hand, can this reflect on me, 

Me then unborn, begotten by no sire, 
Conceived in no mother’s womb? And if 
When born to misery, as born I was, 

I met my sire, not knowing whom I met 

Or what I did, and slew him, how canst thou 
With justice blame the all-unconscious hand ? 
And for my mother, wretch, art not ashamed, 
Seeing she was thy sister, to extort 

From me the story of her marriage, such 

A marriage as | straightway will proclaim. 
For I will speak ; thy lewd and impious speech 
Has broken all the bonds of reticence. 

She was, ah woe is me! she was my mother ; 
I knew it not, nor she; and she my mother 
Bare children to the son whom she had borne, 
A birth of shame. But this at least I know, 
Wittingly thou aspersest her and me; 

But I unwitting wed, unwilling speak. 

Nay neither in this marriage nor this deed 
Which thou art ever casting in my teeth— 

A murdered sire—shall I be held to blame. 
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1 é&npracuévos MSS., F. W. Schmidt corr. 





OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Come, answer me one question, if thou canst: 
If one should presently attempt thy life, 
Would’st thou, O man of justice, first enquire 
If the assassin was perchance thy sire, 

Or turn upon him? As thou lov’st thy life, 
On thy aggressor thou would’st turn, nor stay 
Debating, if the law would bear thee out. 
Such was my case, and such the pass whereto 
The gods reduced me ; and methinks my sire, 
Could he come back to life, would not dissent. 
Yet thou, for just thou art not, but a man 
Who sticks at nothing, if it serve his plea, 
Reproachest me with this before these men. 

It serves thy turn to laud great Theseus’ name, 
And Athens as a wisely governed State ; 

Yet in thy flatteries one thing is to seek : 

If any land knows how to pay the gods 

Their proper rites, ‘tis Athens most of all. 
This is the land whence thou wast fain to steal 
Their aged suppliant and hast carried off 

My daughters. Therefore to yon goddesses, 

I turn, adjure them and invoke their aid 

To champion my cause, that thou mayst learn 
What is the breed of men who guard this State. 


CHORUS 
An honest man, my liege, one sore bestead 
By fortune, and so worthy our support. 


THESEUS 
Enough of words; the captors speed amain, 
While we the victims stand debating here. 


CREON 
What would’st thou? What can I, a feeble man? 
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| THESEUS 

Show us the trail, and I’ll attend thee too, 

That, if thou hast the maidens hereabouts, 

Thou mayst thyself discover them to me ; 

But if thy guards outstrip us with their spoil, 
We may draw rein; for others speed, from whom 
They will not ‘scape to thank the gods at home. 
Lead on, I say, the captor’s caught, and fate 
Hath ta’en the fowler in the toils he spread ; 

So soon are lost gains gotten by deceit. 

And look not for allies; I know indeed 

Such height of insolence was never reached 
Without abettors or accomplices ; 

Thou hast some backer in thy bold essay, 

But I will search this matter home and see 

One man doth not prevail against the State. 
Dost take my drift, or seem these words as vain 

_ As seemed our warnings when the plot was 
hatched ? 


CREON 
Nothing thou sayest can I here dispute, 
But once at home I too shall act my part. 


THESEUS 
Threaten us and—begone! Thou, Oedipus, 
Stay here assured that nothing save my death 
Will stay my purpose to restore the maids. 


OEDIPUS 
Heaven bless thee, Theseus, for thy nobleness 
And all thy loving care in my behalf. 


[ Exeunt THESEUS and CREON. 


245 


246 


OIAITIOYS ENI KOAQNOI 


XOPOS 
e , 
elny 601 Saiwv oTp. a 


avdpav Tay’ émiarpopat 
Tov yadKoRoav”Apn 
petEovawy, 4 wpos UvOlats 
H Aaprdow axtats, 

ov TroTViaL cemva TLOnvodvTaL TEX 1050 
Pvaroicw, av Kal ypucéa 
KAS él yAoooa BéBaxe 
mpootoXwv Kipormiay: 
év? oiuar Tov éypenayay 
@Oncéa nal tas ducTOXNovsS 
adpnras adedpas 

avtdpKe Tay éupiEev Boa 
Tovad ava ywpous’ 


# \ P , ? 4 
” TOU TOV EpeaTrepov avT. a 
TETPAS VIpabos TEADT _ : 1060 
Oldridos ets vopor,} 
4 A ¢ f 4 
TONOLTW 1 pluLpapyarols 
UA e fF 
pevyovtTes apirArass. 
e , N e 4 ” 
adwceTat: Sewos 0 Tpocyopwv Apns, 
devva 66 Onoedav axpd. 
Twas yap aotpamret Yadwvos, 
mwaca 8 oppatrat Kabeia’ * 
apmuKtnpia® ctropiov 


1 éx vonod MSS., Hartung. corr. 
2 xar’ MSS., Schneidewin corr. 
3 aurunrhpia pdAepa wodav MSS., Welcklein corr. 


OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


CHORUS 
O when the flying foe, (St. 1) 
Turning at last to bay, 
Soon will give blow for blow, 
Might I behold the fray ; 
Hear the loud battle roar 
Swell, on the Pythian shore, 
Or by the torch-lit bay, 
Where the dread Queen and Maid 
Cherish the mystic rites, 
Rites they to none betray, 
Ere on his lips is laid 
Secrecy’s golden key 
By their own acolytes, 
Priestly Eumolpidae. 


There I might chance behold 
Theseus our captain bold 
Meet with the robber band, 
Ere they have fled the land, 
Rescue by might and main 
Maidens, the captives twain. 


Haply on swiftest steed, (Ant. 1) 
Or in the flying car, 

Now they approach the glen, 

West of white Oea’s scaur. 

They will be vanquished : 

Dread are our warriors, dread 


_ Theseus our chieftain’s men. 


Flashes each bridle bright, 
Charges each gallant knight, 
All that our Queen adore, 
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1 &y 5écew MSS., Biicheler corr. 

2 at’twy 3’ MSS., Hermann corr. 

5 Oewphoaca MSS., Dinsdorf corr. 4 Jebb changes order 
of words, in MSS. id Sed xdvrapxe Gedy nayrdara. 
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Pallas their patron, or 
Him whose wide floods enring 
Earth, the great Ocean-king 
Whom Rhea bore. 
Fight they or now prepare (Str, 2) 
To fight ? a vision rare 
Tells me that soon again 
I shall behold the twain 
Maidens so ill bestead, 
By their kin buffeted. 
To-day; to-day Zeus worketh some great thing 
This day shall victory bring. 
O for the wings, the wings of a dove, 
To be borne with the speed of the gale, 
Up and still upwards to sail 
And gaze on the fray from the clouds above. 
All-seeing Zeus, O lord of heaven, (Ant. 2) 
To our guardian host be given 
Might triumphant to surprise 
Flying foes and win their prize. 
Hear us, Zeus, and hear us, child 
Of Zeus, Athené undefiled, 
Hear, Apollo, hunter, hear, 
Huntress, sister of Apollo, 
Who the dappled swift-foot deer 
O’er the wooded glade dost follow ; 
Help with your two-fold power 
Athens in danger’s hour ! 
O wayfarer, thou wilt not have to tax 
The friends who watch for thee with false presage, 
For lo, an escort with the maids draws near, 
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Enter ANTIGONE and ISMENE with THESEUS. 
OEDIPUS 
Where, where? what sayest thou ? 
ANTIGONE 
O father, father, 
Would that some god might grant thee eyes to see 
This best of men who brings us back again. 
OEDIPUS 
My child! and are ye back indeed! 
ANTIGONE 
Yes, saved 
By Theseus and his gallant followers. 
OEDIPUS 
Come to your father’s arms, O let me feel 
A child’s embrace I never hoped for more. 
ANTIGONE 
Thou askest what is doubly sweet to give. 
OEDIPUS 
Where are ye then? 
ANTIGONE 
We come together both. 
OEDIPUS 
My precious nurslings ! 
ANTIGONE 
Fathers aye were fond. 
| OEDIPUS 
Props of my age ! 
ANTIGONE 
So sorrow sorrow props. 
OEDIPUS 
I have my darlings, and if death should come, 
Death were not wholly bitter with you near. . 
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1 A. éupire, Mudge corr. 
2 MS. robpyov robudy tora: Bpaxv, Wex corr. 
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Cling to me, press me close on either side, 
There rest ye from your dreary wayfaring. 
Now tell me of your ventures, but in brief ; 
Brief speech suffices for young maids like you. 


ANTIGONE 
Here is our saviour ; thou should’st hear the tale 
From his own lips; so shall my part be brief. 


OEDIPUS 
I pray thee do not wonder if the‘sight 

Of children, given o’er for lost, has made 

My converse somewhat long and tedious. 

Full well I know the joy I have of them 

Is due to thee, to thee and no man else ; 

Thou wast their sole deliverer, none else. 

The gods deal with thee after my desire, 

With thee and with this land! for fear of heaven 
I found above all peoples most with you, 

And righteousness and lips that cannot lie. 

I speak in gratitude of what I know, 

For all I have J owe to thee alone. 

Give me thy hand, O Prince, that I may touch it, 
And if thou wilt permit me, kiss thy cheek. 
What say I? Can I wish that thou should’st touch 
One fallen like me to utter wretchedness, 
Corrupt and tainted with a thousand ills ? 

Oh no, I would not let thee if thou would’st. 
They only who have known calamity 

Can share it. Let me greet thee where thou art, 
And still befriend me as thou hast till now. 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


THESEUS 
I marvel not it thou hast dallied long 
In converse with thy children and preferred 
Their speech to mine; I feel no jealousy, 
I would be famous more by deeds than words. 
Of this, old friend, thou hast had proof; my oath 
I have fulfilled and brought thee back the maids 
Alive and nothing harmed for all those threats. 
And how the fight was won, 'twere waste of words 
To boast—thy daughters here will tell thee all. 
But of a matter that has lately chanced 
On my way hitherward, I fain would have 
Thy counsel—slight *twould seem, yet worthy 
thought. 
A wise man heeds all matters great or small. 


OEDIPUS 
What is it, son of Aegeus? Let me hear. 
Of what thou askest I myself know nought. 


THESEUS 
‘Tis said a man, no countryman of thine, 
But of thy kin, hath taken sanctuary 
Beside the altar of Poseidon, where 
I was at sacrifice when called away. 


OEDIPUS 
What is his country? what the suitor’s prayer ? 


THESEUS 
I know but one thing ; he implores, I am told, 
A word with thee—he will not trouble thee. 


OEDIPUS 
What seeks he? If a suppliant, something grave. 
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1 noddvr’? MSS., Vauvilliers corrects and adds 7’ after 
awed Bet. 
2 piatar’ tloxes MSS., Heath corr. 
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THESEUS 
He only waits, they say, to speak with thee, 
And then unharmed to go upon his way. 


OEDIPUS 
I marvel who is this petitioner. 


THESEUS 
Think if there be not any of thy kin 
At Argos who might claim this boon of thee. 


3 OEDIPUS 

Dear friend, forbear, I pray. 

THESEUS 
What ails thee now? 

OEDIPUS 

Ask it not of me. 
THESEUS 

Ask not what ? explain. 

OEDIPUS 

Thy words have told me who the suppliant is. 
THESEUS 

Who can he be that I should frown on him? 
OEDIPUS 

My son, O king, my hateful son, whose words 

Of all men’s most would jar upon my ears. 
THESEUS 

Thou sure mightst listen. If his suit offend, 

No need to grant it. Why so loth to hear him? 
OEDIPUS 

That voice, O king, grates on a father’s ears ; 

I have come to loathe it. Force me not to yield. 
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1 ~xados MSS., Hermann corr. 
2 SuaceBeardray MSS., Dawes corr. 
3 QAn’ adrdv or BAX’ abrdy MSS., Elmsley corr. 
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THESEUS 
But he hath found asylum. O beware, 
And fail not in due reverence to the god. 


ANTIGONE 
O heed me, father, though I am young in years. 
Let the prince have his will and pay withal 
What in his eyes is service to the god ; 
For our sake also let our brother come. 
If what he urges tend not to thy good 
He cannot surely wrest perforce thy will. 
To hear him then, what harm? By open words 
A scheme of villainy is soon bewrayed. 
Thou art his father, therefore canst not pay 
In kind a son’s most impious outrages. 
O listen to him; other men like thee 
Have thankless children and are choleric, 
But yielding to persuasion’s gentle spell 
They let their savage mood be exorcised. 
Look thou to the past, forget the present, think 
On all the woe thy sire and mother brought thee ; 
Thence wilt thou draw this lesson without fail, 
Of evil passion evil is the end. 
Thou hast, alas, to prick thy memory, 
Stern monitors, these ever-sightless orbs, 
O yield to us ; just suitors should not need 
To be importunate, nor he that takes 
A favour lack the grace to make return. 
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1 MSS. rot 6éAovros, Reiske corr. 
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OEDIPUS 
Grievous to me, my child, the boon ye win 
By pleading. Let it be then; have your way, 
Only if come he must, I beg thee, friend, 
Let none have power to dispose of me. 


THESEUS 
No need, Sir, to appeal a second time. 
It likes me not to boast, but be assured 
Thy life is safe while any god saves mine. 


[Eatt THESEUS. 


CHORUS (Str.) 


Who craves excess of days, 
Scorning the common span 
Of life, I judge that man 
A giddy wight who walks in folly’s ways. 
For the long years heap up a grievous load, 
Scant pleasures, heavier pains, 
Till not one joy remains 
For him who lingers on life’s weary road. 
And come it slow or fast, 
One doom of fate 
Doth all await, 
For dance and marriage bell, 
The dirge and funeral knell. 
Death the deliverer freeth all at last. 
(Ant.) 
Not to be born at all 
Is best, far best that can befall, 
Next best, when born, with least delay, 
To trace the backward way. 
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1 wAdyx9n MSS., Herwenden corr. 
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For when youth passes with its giddy train, 
Troubles on troubles follow, toils on toils, 
Pain, pain for ever pain ; 
And none escapes life’s coils. 
Envy, sedition, strife, 
Carnage and war, make up the tale of life. 
Last comes the worst and, most abhorréd stage 
Of unregarded age, 
Joyless, companionless and slow, 
Of woes the crowning woe. | 
(Epode) 
Such ills not I alone, 
He too our guest hath known, 
E’en as some headland on an iron-bound shore, 
Lashed by the wintry blasts and surge’s roar, 
So is he buffeted on every side 
By drear misfortune’s whelming tide, 
By every wind of heaven o’erborne 
Some from the sunset, some from orient morn, 
Some from the noonday glow. 
Some from Rhipean gloom of everlasting snow. 


ANTIGONE 


Father, methinks I see the stranger coming, 
Alone he comes and weeping plenteous tears. 


OEDIPUS 
Who may he be? 
ANTIGONE 

The same that we surmised. 
From the outset—Polyneices. He is here. 
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Enter poLYNEICES. 
POLYNEICES 
Ah me, my sisters, shall I first lament 
My own afflictions, or my aged sire’s, 
Whom here I find a castaway, with you, 
In a strange land, an ancient beggar clad 
In antic tatters, marring all his frame, 
While o’er the sightless orbs his unkempt locks 
Float in the breeze ; and, as it were to match, 
He bears a wallet against hunger’s pinch. 
All this too late I learn, wretch that I am, 
Alas! I own it, and am proved most vile 
In my neglect of thee: I scorn myself. 
But as almighty Zeus in all he doth 
Hath Mercy for co-partner of his throne, 
Let Mercy, father, also sit enthroned 
In thy heart likewise. For transgressions past 
May be amended, cannot be made worse. 


Why silent? Father, speak, nor turn away, 

Hast thou no word, wilt thou dismiss me then 

In mute disdain, nor tell me why thou art wrath ? 
O ye his daughters, sisters mine, do ye 

This sullen, obstinate silence try to move. 

Let him not spurn, without a single word 

Of answer, me the suppliant of the god. 


ANTIGONE 
. Tell him thyself, unhappy one, thine errand ; 
For large discourse may send a thrill of joy, 
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Or stir a chord of wrath or tenderness, 
And to the tongue-tied somehow give a tongue 


POLYNEICES 
Well dost thou counsel, and I will speak out. 
First will I call in aid the god himself, 
Poseidon, from whose altar I was raised, 
With warrant from the monarch of this land, 
To parley with you, and depart unscathed. 
These pledges, strangers, I would see observed 
By you and by my sisters and my sire. 
Now, father, let me tell thee why I came. 
I have been banished from my native land 
Because by right of primogeniture 
I claimed possession of thy sovereign throne 
Wherefrom Eteocles, my younger brother, 
Ousted me, not by weight of precedent, 
Nor by the last arbitrament of war, 
But by his popular acts; and the prime cause 
Of this I deem the curse that rests on thee. 
So likewise hold the soothsayers, for when 
I came to Argos in the Dorian land 
And took the king Adrastus’ child to wife, 
Under my standard I enlisted all 
The foremost captains of the Apian isle, 
To levy with their aid that sevenfold host 
Of spearmen against Thebes, determining 
To oust my foes or die in a just cause. 
Why then, thou askest, am I here to-day? 
Father, I come a suppliant to thee 
Both for myself and my allies who now 
With squadrons seven beneath their'seven spears 
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Beleaguer all the plain that circles Thebes. 
Foremost the peerless warrior, peerless seer, 
Amphiaraiis with his lightning lance ; 

Next an Aetolian, Tydeus, Oeneus’ son ; 
Eteoclus of Argive birth the third ; 

The fourth Hippomedon, sent to the war 

By his sire Talaos ; Capaneus, the fifth, 
Vaunts he will fire and raze the town; the sixth 
Parthenopaeus, an Arcadian born 

Named of that maid, longtime a maid and late 
Espoused, Atalanta’s true-born child ; 

Last I thy son, or thine at least in name, 

If but the: bastard of an evil fate, 

Lead against Thebes the fearless Argive host. 
Thus by thy children and thy life, my sire, 
We all adjure thee to remit thy wrath 

And favour one who seeks a just revenge 
Against a brother who has banned and robbed him. 
For victory, if oracles speak true, 

Will fall to those who have thee for ally. 

So, by our fountains and familiar gods 

I pray thee, yield and hear; a beggar I 

And exile, thou an exile likewise ; both 
Involved in one misfortune find a home 

As pensioners, while he, the lord of Thebes, 
O agony ! makes mock of thee and me. 

I'll scatter with a breath the upstart’s might, 
And bring thee home again and stablish thee, 
And stablish, having cast him out, myself. 
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This with thy goodwill I will undertake, 
Without it I can scarce return alive. 


CHORUS 
For the king’s sake who sent him, Oedipus, 
Dismiss him not without a meet reply. 


OEDIPUS 
Nay, worthy seniors, but for Theseus’ sake 
Who sent him hither to have word of me, 
Never again would he have heard my voice ; 
But now he shall obtain this parting grace, 
An answer that will bring him little joy. 
O villain, when thou hadst the sovereignty 
That now thy brother holdeth in thy stead, 
Didst thou not drive me, thine own father, out, 
An exile, cityless, and make me wear 
This beggar’s garb thou weepest to behold, 
Now thou art come thyself to my sad plight? 
Nothing is here for tears; it must be borne 
By me till death, and I shall think of thee 
As of my murderer; thou didst thrust me out ; 
Tis thou hast made me conversant with woe, 
Through thee I beg my bread in a strange land ; 
And had not these my daughters tended me 
I had been dead for aught of aid from thee. 
They tend me, they preserve me, they are men 
Not women in true service to their sire ; 
But ye are bastards, and no sons of mine. 
Therefore just Heaven hath an eye on thee; 
Howbeit not yet with aspect so austere 
As thou shalt soon experience, if indeed 
These banded hosts are moving against Thebes. 
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That city thou canst never storm, but first 

Shalt fall, thou and thy brother, blood-imbrued. 
Such curse I lately launched against you twain, 
Such curse I now invoke to fight for me, 

That ye may learn to honour those who bare thee 
Nor flout a sightless father who begat 
Degenerate sons—these maidens did not so. 
Therefore my curse is stronger than thy “ throne,’ 
Thy “suppliance,” if by right of laws eterne 
Primeval Justice sits enthroned with Zeus. 
Begone, abhorred, disowned, no son of mine, 
Thou vilest of the vile ! and take with thee 

This curse I leave thee as my last bequest :— 
Never to win by arms thy native land, 

No, nor return to Argos in the Vale, 

But by a kinsman’s hand to die and slay 

Him who expelled thee. So I pray and call 

On the ancestral gloom of Tartarus 

To snatch thee hence, on these dread goddesses ~ 
I call, and Ares who incensed you both 

To mortal enmity. Go now proclaim 

What thou hast heard to the Cadmeians all, 

Thy staunch confederates—this the heritage 
That Oedipus divideth to his sons. 


CHORUS 
Thy errand, Polyneices, liked me not 
From the beginning ; now go back with speed. 


| POLYNEICES 
Woe worth my journey and my baffled hopes ! 
Woe worth my comrades! What a desperate end 
To that glad march from Argos! Woe is me! 
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I dare not whisper it to my allies 

Or turn them back, but mute must meet my 
doom. 

My sisters, ye his daughters, ye have heard 

The prayers of our stern father, if his curse 

Should come to pass and ye some day return 

To Thebes, O then disown me not, I pray, 

But grant me burial and due funeral rites. 

So shall the praise your filial care now wins 

Be doubled for the service wrought for me. 


, ANTIGONE 
One boon, O Polyneices, let me crave. 
POLYNEICES 
What would’st thou, sweet Antigone? Say on. 
ANTIGONE 
Turn back thy host to Argos with all speed, 
And ruin not thyself and Thebes as well. 
POLYNEICES 
That cannot be. How could I lead again 
An army that had seen their leader quail ? 
ANTIGONE 
But, brother, why shouldst thou be wroth again ? 
What profit from thy country’s ruin comes? 
POLYNEICES 
‘Tis shame to live in exile, and shall I 
The elder bear a younger brother's flouts ? 
ANTIGONE 
Wilt thou then bring to pass his prophecies 
Who threatens mutual slaughter to you both? 
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POLYNEICES 
Aye, so he wishes :—but I must not yield. 


ANTIGONE 
O woe is me! but say, will any dare, 
Hearing his prophecy, to follow thee ? 
POLYNEICES 
I shall not tell it; a good general 
Reports successes and conceals mishaps. 


| ANTIGONE 
Misguided youth, thy purpose then stands fast ! 


POLYNEICES 
Tis so, and stay me not. The road I choose, 
Dogged by my sire and his avenging spirit, 
Leads me to ruin; but for you may Zeus 
Make your path bright if ye fulfil my hest 
When dead ; in life ye cannot serve me more. 
Now let me go, farewell, a long farewell ! 
Ye ne’er shall see my living face again. 


ANTIGONE 
Ah me! 
POLYNEICES 
Bewail me not. 


ANTIGONE 
Who would not mourn 
Thee, brother, hurrying to an open pit! 
POLYNEICES 
If I must die, I must. 
ANTIGONE 
Nay, hear me plead. 


POLYNEICES 
It may not be ; forbear. 
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ANTIGONE 
Then woe is me, 
If I must lose thee. 


POLYNEICES 
Nay, that rests with fate, 
Whether I live or die ; but for you both 
I pray to heaven ye may escape all ill ; 
For ye are blameless in the eyes of all. 
| Exit POLYNEICES. 
CHORUS 
Ils on ills! no pause or rest! (Str. 1) 
Come they from our sightless guest ? 
Or haply now we see fulfilled 
What fate long time hath willed? 
For ne’er have I proved vain 
Aught that the heavenly powers ordain. 
Time with never sleeping eye 
Watches what is writ on high, 
Overthrowing now the great, 
Raising now from low estate. 
Hark! How the thunder rumbles! Zeus defend us! 


OEDIPUS 


Children, my children! will no messenger 
(Go summon hither Theseus my best friend ? 


ANTIGONE 
And wherefore, father, dost thou summon him? 


OEDIPUS 
This winged thunder of the god must bear me 
Anon to Hades. Send and tarry not. 
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CHORUS 
Hark! with louder, nearer roar (Ant. 1) 
The bolt of Zeus descends once more. 
My spirit quails and cowers: my hair 
Bristles for fear. Again that flare ! 
What doth the lightning-flash portend ? 
Ever it points to issues grave. 
Dread powers of air! Save, Zeus, O save ! 


OEDIPUS 
Daughters, upon me the predestined end 
Has come; no turning from it any more. 


ANTIGONE 
How knowest thou? What sign convinces thee? 


OEDIPUS 
I know full well. Let some one with all speed 
Go summon hither the Athenian prince. 

CHORUS 
Ha! once more the deafening sound (Str. 2} 
Peals yet louder all around. 
If thou darkenest our land, 
Lightly, lightly lay thy hand ; 
Grace, not anger, let me win, 
If upon a man of sin 
I have looked with pitying eye, 
Zeus, our king, to thee I cry ! 

OEDIPUS 
Is the prince coming? Will he when he comes 
Find me yet living and my senses clear! 

ANTIGONE 
What solemn charge would’st thou impress on him ? 
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OEDIPUS 
For all his benefits I would perform 
The promise made when I received them first. 
CHORUS 
Hither haste, my son, arise, (Ant. 2) 
Altar leave and sacrifice, 
If haply to Poseidon now 
In the far glade thou pay’st thy vow. 
For our guest to thee would bring 
And thy folk an offering, 
Thy due guerdon. Haste, O King! 
Enter THESEUS. 
THESEUS 
Wherefore again this general din? at once 
My people call me and the stranger calls. 
Is it a thunderbolt of Zeus or sleet 
Of arrowy hail? a storm so fierce as this 
Would warrant all surmises of mischance.: 


OEDIPUS 
Thou com’st much wished for, Prince, and sure some 
5 ] 3 


god 
Hath bid good luck attend thee on thy way. 


THESEUS 
What, son of Latus, hath chanced of new? 


OEDIPUS 
My life hath turned the scale. I would do all 
I promised thee and thine before I die. 


THESEUS 
What sign assures thee that thine end is near? 
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OEDIPUS 
The gods themselves are heralds of my fate ; 
Of their appointed warnings nothing fails. 


THESEUS 
How sayest thou they signify their will? 


OEDIPUS 
This thunder, peal on peal, this lightning hurled 
Flash upon flash, from the unconquered hand. 


THESEUS 
I must believe thee, having found thee oft 
A prophet true; then speak what must be done. 


OEDIPUS 

O son of Aegeus, for this state will I 

Unfold a treasure age cannot corrupt. 

Myself anon without a guiding hand 

Will take thee to the spot where I must end. 

This secret ne’er reveal to mortal man, 

Neither the spot nor whereabouts it lies, 

So shall it ever serve thee for defence 

Better than native shields and near allies. 

But those dread mysteries speech may not profane 

Thyself shalt gather coming there alone ; 

Since not to any of thy subjects, nor 

To my own children, though I love them dearly, 

Can I reveal what thou must guard alone, 

And whisper to thy chosen heir alone, 

So to be handed down from heir to heir. 

Thus shalt thou hold this land inviolate 

From the dread Dragon’s brood.1 The justest 
State 

By countless wanton neighbours may be wronged, 


1 The Thebans sprung from the Dragon’s teeth sown by 
Cadmus. 
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For the gods, though they tarry, mark for doom — | 
The godless sinner in his mad career. 
Far from thee, son of Aegeus, be such fate ! 
Thou knowest, yet I would admonish thee. 
But to the spot—the god within me goads— 
Let us set forth nor longer hesitate. 
Follow me, daughters, this way. Strange that I 
Whom ye have led so long should lead you now. 
Oh, touch me not, but let me all alone 
Find out the sepulchre that destiny 
Appoints me in this land. Hither, this way, 
For this way Hermes leads, the spirit guide, 
And Persephassa, empress of the dead. 
O light, no light to me, but mine erewhile, 
Now the last time I feel thee palpable, 
For I am drawing near the final gloom 
Of Hades. Blessing on thee, dearest friend, 
On thee and on thy land and followers ! 
Live prosperous and in your happy state 
Still for your welfare think on me, the dead. 
[Exit THEsEus followed by ANTIGONE and I8MENE: 
CHORUS 
If mortal prayers are heard in hell, _(Str.) 
Hear, Goddess dread, invisible ! 
Monarch of the regions drear, 
Aidoneus, hear, O hear ! 
By a gentle, tearless doom 
Speed this stranger to the gloom, 
Let him enter without pain 
The all-shrouding Stygian plain. 
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Wrongfully in life oppressed, 
Be he now by Justice blessed. 


Queen infernal, and thou fell 
Watch-dog of the gates of hell, 
Who, as legends tell, dost glare, 
Gnarling in thy cavernous lair 
At all comers, let him go 
Scathless to the fields below. 
For thy master orders thus, 
The son of earth and Tartarus ; 
In his den the monster keep, 
Giver of eternal sleep. 

Enter MESSENGER. 

MESSENGER 

Friends, countrymen, my tidings are in sum 

That Oedipus is gone, but the event 

Was not so brief, nor can the tale be brief. 


CHORUS 
What, has he gone, the unhappy man? 
MESSENGER 


Know well 
That he has passed away from life to death. 


| CHORUS 
How? By a god-sent, painless doom, poor soul ? 
MESSENGER 
Thy question hits the marvel of the tale. 
How he moved hence, you saw him and must know ; 
Without a friend to lead the way, himself 
Guiding us all. So having reached the abrupt 
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Earth-rooted Threshold with its brazen stairs, 

He paused at one of the converging paths, 

Hard by. the rocky basin which records 

The pact of Theseus and Peirithoiis. 

Betwixt that rift and the Thorician rock, 

The hollow pear-tree and the marble tomb, 

Midway he sat and loosed his beggar’s weeds ; 

Then calling to his daughters bade them fetch 

Of running water, both to wash withal 

And make libation ; so they clomb the steep, 

Demeter’s hill, who waters the green shoots ; 

And in brief space brought what their father bade, 

Then laved and dressed him with observance due. 

But when he had his will in everything, 

And no desire was left unsatisfied, 

It thundered from the netherworld ; the maids 

Shivered, and crouching at their father’s knees 

Wept, beat their breast and uttered a long wail. 

He, as he heard their sudden bitter cry, 

Folded his arms about them both and said, 

« My children, ye will lose your sire to-day, 

For all of me has perished, and no more 

Have ye to bear your long, long ministry ; 

A heavy load, I know, and yet one word 

Wipes out all score of tribulations—love. 

And love from me ye had—from no man more ; 

But now must live without me all your days.”’ 

So clinging to each other sobbed and wept 

Father and daughters both, but when at last 
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Their mourning had an end and no wail rose, 

A moment there was silence ; suddenly 

A voice that summoned him; with sudden dread 
The hair of all stood up and all were ’mazed ; 

For the call came, now loud, now low, and oft. 

“* Oedipus, Oedipus, why tarry we? 

Too long, too long thy passing is delayed.” 

But when he heard the summons of the god, 

He prayed that Theseus might be brought, and when 
The Prince came nearer: “ O my friend,” he cried, 
“ Pledge ye my daughters, giving thy right hand— 
And, daughters, give him yours—and promise me 
Thou never wilt forsake them, but do all _ 

That time and friendship prompt in their behoof.” 
And he of his nobility repressed 

His tears and swore to be their constant friend. 
This promise given, Oedipus put forth 
Blind hands and laid them on his children, saying, 
“O children, prove your true nobility 

And hence depart nor seek to witness sights 
Unlawful or to hear unlawful words. 

Nay, go with speed; let none but Theseus stay, 
Our ruler, to behold what next shall hap.” 

So we all heard him speak, and weeping sore 

We companied the maidens on their way. 

After brief space we looked again, and lo 

The man was gone, evanished. from our eyes; 

Only the king we saw with upraised hand 

Shading his eyes as from some awful sight, 

That no man might endure to look upon. 
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A moment later, and we saw him bend 

In prayer to Earth and prayer to Heaven at once. 
But by what doom the stranger met his end 
No man save Theseus knoweth. For there fell 
No fiery bolt that reft him in that hour, 

Nor whirlwind from the sea, but he was taken. 
It was a messenger from heaven, or else 

Some gentle, painless cleaving of earth’s base ; 
For without wailing or disease or pain 

He passed away—-an end most marvellous. 
And if to some my tale seems foolishness 

I am content that such could count me fool. 


CHORUS 
Where are the maids and their attendant friends ? 


MESSENGER 
They cannot be far off; the approaching sound 
Of lamentation tells they come this way. 
Enter ANTIGONE and I8SMENE. 
ANTIGONE 
Woe, woe! on this sad day (Str. 1) 
We sisters of one blasted stock 
Must bow beneath the shock, 
Must weep and weep the curse that lay 
On him our sire, for whom 
In life, a life-long world of care 
T'was ours to bear, 
In death must face the gloom 
That wraps his tomb. 
What tongue can tell 
That sight ineffable ? 
CHORUS 
What mean ye, maidens? 
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ANTIGONE 
All is but surmise. 


CHORUS 
Is he then gone? 


ANTIGONE 
Gone as ye most might wish. 
Not in battle or sea storm, 
But reft from sight, 
By hands invisible borne 
To viewless fields of night. 
Ah me! on us too night has come, 
The night of mourning. Whither roam 
O’er land or sea in our distress 
Eating the bread of bitterness ? 


ISMENE 
I know not. O that Death 
Might nip my breath, 
And let me share my aged father’s fate. 
I cannot liye a life thus desolate, 


CHORUS 

‘Rest of daughters, worthy pair, 

What Heaven brings ye needs must bear, 

I'ret no more ‘gainst Heaven's will; 

Fate hath dealt with you not ill. (Ant. 1) 


ANTIGONE 
Love can turn past pain to bliss, 
What seemed bitter now is sweet. 
Ah me! that happy toil to miss,. 
The guidance of those dear blind feet. 
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Dear father, wrapt for aye in nether gloom, 
E’en in the tomb 

Never shalt thou for lack of love repine, 
Her love and mine. 


CHORUS 
His fate— 
ANTIGONE 
Is even as he planned. 
CHORUS 
How sor 
, ANTIGONE 


He died, so willed he, in a foreign land. 

Lapped in kind earth he sleeps his long last sleep, 
And o’er his grave friends weep. 

How great our loss these streaming eyes can tell, 
This sorrow nought can quell. 

Thou hadst thy wish ’mid strangers thus to die, 
But I, ah me, not by. 


ISMENE 


Alas, my sister, what new fate 
* oe oe oe Ke Ok 

x oe oe ok Ok Ok 
Befalls us orphans desolate ? 


CHORUS 
His end was blesséd ; therefore, children, stay 
Your sorrow. Man is born to fate a prey. 


ANTIGONE 
Sister, let us back again. 
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OEDIPUS. AT COLONUS 


ISMENE 
Why return ? 
ANTIGONE 
My soul is fain— 
ISMENE 
Is fain ? : 


ANTIGONE 
To see the earthy bed. 


ISMENE 
Sayest thou? | 
ANTIGONE 
Where our sire is laid. 


ISMENE 
Nay, thou can’st not; dost not see— 


ANTIGONE 
Sister, wherefore wroth with me ? 


ISMENE 
Know’'st not—beside— 
| ANTIGONE 
More must I hear? 
ISMENE 
Tombless he died, none near. 


ANTIGONE 
Lead me thither; slay me there. 


ISMENE 
How shall I unhappy fare, 
Friendless, helpless, how drag on 
A life of misery alone ? 
CHORUS 

Fear not, maids— (Ant. 2) 

ANTIGONE 

Ah, whither flee ? 


301 


302 


OIAINOYS EVI KOAONOI 


XOPOX 
\ A 9 J 
Kal Tapos amrepuye 
ANTITONH 
Ti; 
e XOPOZ 
\ A N \ , A 
TA OPOV TO LY WITVELY KAKOS. 


| ANTITONH 
dpova. 
XOPOX 
4 ag a a 
tt OnO Sarep voeis; 
ANTITONH 
ef ’ > 9 / 
bras podouped és Sopuous 
ovK exw. 
XOPOS 
/ 
pndé ye pareve. 
ANTITONH 
, 
Poros exet. 
XOPO 
Kal 1apos é7retxe. 
ANTITONH 
\ \ v \ 2 of 
TOTE ev aTropa, ToTE & U7repOev. 
XOPOS 
> V4 , J 
péy’ apa wédXayos éAdyerTOv TL. 
ANTITONH 
4 
val vat. 
XOPO 
4 > f 
Evpdnpe KavTos. 
ANTITONH 
7 A A / 9 nw 
aiat, Tot podwpev, w Zed; 
érxrridwv yap és tiv’ ére pe 
Saipoyv taviv y édavve; 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


, CHORUS 
Refuge hath been found. 


ANTIGONE 
For me? 


CHORUS 
Where thou shalt be safe from harm. 


ANTIGONE 
I know it. 
CHORUS 
Why then this alarm? 


ANTIGONE 
How again to get us home 
I know not. 
CHORUS 


Why then roam? 


ANTIGONE 
Troubles whelm us— 


CHORUS 
As of yore. 


ANTIGONE 
Worse than what was worst before. 


CHORUS 
Sure ye are driven on the breakers’ surge. 
ANTIGONE 
Alas! we are. 
CHORUS 


Alas! ’tis so. 


ANTIGONE 
Ah whither turn, O Zeus? No ray 
Of hope to cheer the way 
Whereon the fates our desperate voyage urge. 


393 


304 


OIAITIOYS EVI KOAOQNO! 
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ANTITONH 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


Enter THESEUS. 
THESEUS 
Dry your tears ; when grace is shed 
On the quick and on the dead 
By dark Powers beneficent, 
Over-grief they would resent. 
ANTIGONE 
Aegeus’ child, to thee we pray. 
THESEUS 
What the boon, my children, say. 
ANTIGONE 
With our own eyes we fain would see 
Our father’s tomb. 
THESEUS 
That may not be. 
ANTIGONE 
What say’st thou, King ? 
THESEUS 
My children, he 
Charged me straitly that no mortal 
Should approach the sacred portal, 
Or greet with funeral litanies 
The hidden tomb wherein he lies ; 
Saying, “If thou keep’st my hest 
Thou shalt hold thy realm at rest.” 
The God of Oaths this promise heard, 
And to Zeus I pledged my word. 
ANTIGONE 
Well, if he would have it so, 
We must yield. Then let us go 
Back to Thebes, if yet we may 
Heal this mortal feud and stay 
The self-wrought doom 
That drives our brothers to their tomb. 
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OHZETS 
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OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 


THESEUS 
Go in peace; nor will I spare 
Ought of toil and zealous care, 
But on all your needs attend, 
Gladdening in his grave my friend. 


: CHORUS 
Wail no more, let sorrow rest, 
All is ordered for-the best. 
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ARGUMENT 


ANTIGONE, daughter of Ocedipus, the late king of 
Thebes, in defiance of Creon who rules in his stead, 
resolves to bury her brother Polyneices, slain in his attack 
on Thebes. She is caught in the act by Creon'’s watch- 
men and brought before the king. She justifies her 
action, asserting that she was bound to obey the eternal 
laws of right and wrong in spite of any human ordinance. 
Creon, unrelenting, condemns her to be immured in a 
rock-hewn chamber. His son Haemon, to whom Antigone 
is betrothed, pleads in vain for her life and threatens to 
die with her. Warned by the seer Teirestas Creon 
repents him and hurries to release Antigone from her 
rocky prison. But he is too late: he finds lying side by 
side Antigone who has hanged herself and Haemon who 
also has perished by his onn hand. Returning to the 
palace he sees nithin the dead body of his queen who 
on learning of her son’s death has stabbed herself to the 
heart, 


TA TOY APAMATOS ITIPOSOTIA 


ANTITONH 
IZMHNH 
XOPOZ 
KPEQN 
®TAAE 
AIMQN 
TEIPESIAS 
AITEAOS 
ETPTAIKH 
EEZAITEAQS 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


ANTIGONE)| daughters of Oedipus and sisters of Polynetces 
IsMENE and EHteocles. 


Creon, King of Thebes. 

Harmon, son of Creon, betrothed to Antigone. 
EuRyYDICcE, wife of Creon. 

TEIRESIAS, the prophet. 

Cnorvs, of Theban Elders. 

A WaTcHMAN. 

A MESSENGER. 

A SEconp MESSENGER, 
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ANTITONH 
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ANTITONH 
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Antigone and Ismene before the Palace gates. 


ANTIGONE 
Ismene, sister of my blood and heart, 
See’st thou how Zeus would in our lives fulfil 
The weird of Oedipus, a world of woes ! 
For what of pain, affliction, outrage, shame, 
Is lacking in our fortunes, thine and mine? 
And now this proclamation of to-day 
Made by our Captain-General to the State, 
What can its purport be? Didst hear and heed, 
Or art thou deaf when friends are banned as foes? 
ISMENE 

To me, Antigone, no word of friends 
Has come, or glad or grievous, since we twain 
Were reft of our two brethren in one day 
By double fratricide ; and since i’ the night 
Our Argive leaguers fled, no later news 
Has reached me, to inspirit or deject. 

ANTIGONE | 
I knew ’twas so, and therefore summoned thee 
Beyond the gates to breathe it in thine ear. 

ISMENE 

What is it? Some dark secret stirs thy breast. 


315 | 


ANTITONH 


ANTITONH 
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ANTIGONE 

What but the thought of our two brothers dead, 
The one by Creon graced with funeral rites, 
The other disappointed? Eteocles 

He hath consigned to earth (as fame reports) 
With obsequies that use and wont ordain, 

So gracing him among the dead below. 

But Polyneices, a dishonoured corse, — 

(So by report the royal edict runs) 

No man may bury him or make lament— 
Must leave him tombless and unwept, a feast 
For kites to scent afar and swoop upon. 

Such is the edict (if report speak true) 

Of Creon, our most noble Creon, aimed 

At thee and me, aye me too; and anon 

He will be here to promulgate, for such 

As have not heard, his mandate; ’tis in sooth 
No passing humour, for the edict says 
Whoe’er transgresses shall be stoned to death. 
So stands it with us; now ’tis thine to show 
If thou art worthy of thy blood or base. | 


ISMENE 
But how, my rash, fond sister, in such case 
Can I do anything to make or mar? 
ANTIGONE 
Say, wilt thou aid me and abet? Decide. 
: ISMENE 
In what bold venture? What is in thy thought? 
ANTIGONE 
Lend me a hand to bear the corpse away. 
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IZMHNH 
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ANTIGONE 


ISMENE 
What, bury him despite the interdict ? 


ANTIGONE 
My brother, and, though thou deny him, thine. 
No man shall say that J betrayed a brother. 


ISMENE 
Wilt thou persist, though Creon has forbid ? 


ANTIGONE 
What right has he to keep me from my own? 


ISMENE 
Bethink thee, sister, of our father’s fate, 
Abhorred, dishonoured, self-convinced of sin, 
Blinded, himself his executioner. 
Think of his mother-wife (ill-sorted names) 
Done by a noose herself had twined to death. 
And last, our hapless brethren in one day, 
Both in a mutual destiny involved, 
Self-slaughtered, both the slayer and the slain. 
Bethink thee, sister, we are left alone ; 
Shall we not perish wretchedest of all, 
If in defiance of the law we cross 
A monarch’s will ?>—weak women, think of that, 
Not framed by nature to contend with men. 
Remember this too that the stronger rules ; 
We must obey his orders, these or worse. 
Therefore I plead compulsion and entreat 
The dead to pardon. I perforce obey 
The powers that be. ‘Tis foolishness, I ween, 
To overstep in aught the golden mean. 
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ANTIGONE 

I urge no more; nay, wert thou willing still, 
I would not welcome such a fellowship. 

Go thine own way; myself will bury him. 
How sweet to die in such employ, to rest,— 
Sister and brother linked in love’s embrace— 
A sinless sinner, banned awhile on earth, 

But by the dead commended ; and with them 
I shall abide for ever. As for thee, 

Scorn, if thou wilt, the eternal laws of Heaven.. 


ISMENE 
I scorn them not, but to defy the State 
Or break her ordinance I have no skill. 


ANTIGONE 

A specious pretext. I will go alone 

To lap my dearest brother in the grave. 
ISMENE 

My poor, fond sister, how I fear for thee ! 

ANTIGONE 

O waste no fears on me; look to thyself. 
ISMENE 

At least let no man know of thine intent, 

But keep it close and secret, as will I. 


ANTIGONE 
O tell it, sister; I shall hate thee more 
If thou proclaim it not to all the town. 
ISMENE 
Thou hast a fiery soul for numbing work. 
ANTIGONE 
I pleasure those whom I would liefest please. 
ISMENE 
If thou succeed ; but thou art doomed to fail. 
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ANTIFONH 
>) wn Cad \ A 4 J 
ovxovp, orav bn pn cHevw, TETAVTOpAL. 


IZMHNH 
apy 8& Onpav ob mpére Taunyava. 


ANTITONH 
ei radra Aékes, ExOapet pev €& euod, 
éyOpa Sé 7H Oavovts mpockeicer Sixy. 
GX’ ga pe al rHv e& éuod dvcBovdav 
mabeiv To Se.vov ToUTO’ Teicopat yap Ov 
TocovToy ovdeéy MaTE 7H OV KAABS Oaveiv. 


IZMHNH 
AN ei Sone? cot, ateixe? TodTO 8 ia Ste 
” \ v Aa ie 2 9 A 4 
dvovs pev epyet, Tois Pirots 8 opOas Pir». 


_XOPOZ OTp. a’. 
axtis dedlov, TO KaAMGTOV ETTATTUAM paver 
@nBa tTav mpotépwv aos, 
épavOns trot’, ® Ypvaéas 
e J UA 
apépas Brepapor, 

Atpxatwv viép peeOpwv poroivoa, 
\ 4 ? / bd Ul ve) 
Tov Nevxaotivy ‘Apyode exBavta gata trav- 
oayia 
4 / 3 / , a 
uydda mpdodpopov o€vTépw Kivyjcaca Xa\we 
ds ef’ jyetépa yh Loduvetxovs ' 
apbels verxéwy €& dudiroyov 
gels 4 
ofa KAaCwov 
GETOS Els HV WS UTEpeTTa, 
NeuvKHS YLovos wrépuy. oTeyavos, 
a > 
jTodX@v ped oTrAwY 


1 vy... MuAuvelens MSS., Scaliger corr. 
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ANTIGONE 


ANTIGONE 
When strength shall fail me, yes, but not before. 


ISMENE 
But, if the venture’s hopeless, why essay ? 


ANTIGONE 
Sister, forbear, or I shall hate thee soon, 
And the dead man will hate thee: too, with cause. 
Say I am mad and give my madness rein ~ 
To wreck itself; the worst that can befall 
Is but to die an honourable death. 


ISMENE 
Have thine own way then; ’tis a mad endeavour, 
Yet to thy lovers thou art dear as ever. 
[ Exeunt. 


CHORUS 


Sunbeam, of all that ever dawned upon (Str. 1) 
Our seven-gated Thebes the brightest ray, 
O eye of golden day, 
How fair thy light o’er Dircé’s fountain shone, 
Speeding upon their headlong homeward course, 
Far quicker than they came, the Argive force ; 
Putting to flight 
The argent shields, the host with scutcheons white. 
Against our land the proud invader came 
To vindicate fell Polyneices’ claim. 
Like to an eagle swooping low, 
On pinions white as new fall’n snow, 
With clanging scream, a, horsetail plume his crest, 
The aspiring lord of Argos onward pressed. 
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ANTIGONE 


Hovering around our city walls he waits, (Ant. 1) 
His spearmen raven at our seven gates. 

But ere a torch our crown of towers could burn, 

Ere they had tasted of our blood, they turn 

Forced by the Dragon; in their rear 

The din of Ares panic-struck they hear. 

For Zeus who hates the braggart’s boast 

Beheld that gold-bespangled host ; 

As at the goal the pxan they upraise, 

He struck them with his forkéd lightning blaze. 


(Str. 2) 
To earth from earth rebounding, down he crashed ; 
The fire-brand from his impious hand was dashed, 
As like a Bacchic reveller on he came, 
Outbreathing hate and flame, 
And tottered. Elsewhere in the field, 
Here, there, great Ares like a war-horse wheeled ; 
Beneath his car down thrust 
Our foemen bit the dust. 


Seven captains at our seven gates 

Thundered ; for each a champion waits, 

Each left behind his armour bright, 

Trophy for Zeus who turns the fight ; 

Save two alone, that ill-starred pair 

One mother to one father bare, 

Who lance in rest, one ‘gainst the other 

Drave, and both perished, brother slain by brother. 
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Wuxny Te Kal Ppovnpa Kai yvouny, mpw av 
1 A word has dropped out. 
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ANTIGONE 


Now Victory to Thebes returns again (Ant. 2) 
And smiles upon her chariot-circled plain. 
Now let feast and festal shout 
Memories of war blot out. 
Let us to the temples throng, 
Dance and sing the live night long. 
God of Thebes, lead thou the round, 
Bacchus, shaker of the ground ! 
Let us end our revels here; 
Lo! Creon our new lord draws near, 
Crowned by this strange chance, our king. 
What, I marvel, pondering? 
Why this summons? Wherefore call 
Us, his elders, one and all, 
Bidding us with him debate, 
On some grave concern of State? - 


Enter cREON. 

CREON 
Elders, the gods have righted once again 
Our storm-tossed ship of state, now safe in port. 
But you by special summons | convened | 
As my most trusted councillors ; first, because 
I knew you loyal to Laius of old ; 
Again, when Oedipus restored our State, 
Both while he ruled and when his rule was o'er, 
Ye still were constant to the royal line. 
Now that his two sons perished in one day, 
Brother by brother murderously slain, 
By right of kinship to the Princes dead, 
I claim and hold the throne and sovereignty. 
Yet ‘tis no easy matter to discern 
The temper of a man, his mind and will, 
Till he be proved by exercise of power ; 
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ANTIGONE 


And in my case, if one who reigns supreme 
Swerve from the highest policy, tongue-tied 
By fear of consequence, that man I hold, 
And ever held, the basest of the base. 

And I contemn the man who sets his friend 
Before his country. For myself, I call 

To witness Zeus, whose eyes are everywhere, 
If I perceive some mischievous design 

To sap the State, I will not hold my tongue; 
Nor would I reckon as my private friend 

A public foe, well knowing that the State 

Is the good ship that holds our fortunes all : 
Farewell to friendship, if she suffers wreck. 
Such is the policy by which I seek 

To serve the Commons and conformably 

I have proclaimed an edict as concerns 

The sons of Oedipus; Eteocles 

Who in his country’s battle fought and fell, 
The foremost champion—duly bury him 
With all observances and ceremonies 

That are the guerdon of the heroic dead. 

But for the miscreant exile who returned 
Minded in flames and ashes to blot out 

His father’s city and his father’s gods, 

And glut his vengeance with his kinsmen’s blood, 
Or drag them captive at his chariot wheels— 
For Polyneices ‘tis ordained that none 

Shall give him burial or make mourn for him, 
But leave his corpse unburied, to be meat 
For dogs and carrion crows, a ghastly sight. 
So am I purposed ; never by my will 

Shall miscreants take precedence of true men, 
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- But all good patriots, alive or dead, 
Shall be by me preferred and honouréd. 


CHORUS 
Son of Menoeceus, thus thou will’st to deal 
With him who loathed and him who loved our State. 
Thy word is law ; thou canst dispose of us 
The living, as thou will’st, as of the dead. 


CREON 
See then ye execute what I ordain. 


CHORUS 
On younger shoulders lay this grievous charge. 


CREON 
Fear not, I’ve posted guards to watch the corpse. 


CHORUS 
What further duty would’st t':ou lay on us? 


CREON 
Not to connive at disobedience. 


CHORUS 
No man is mad enough to court his death. 


CREON 
The penalty és death : yet hope of gain 
Hath lured men to their ruin oftentimes. 

GUARD 

My lord, I will not make pretence to pant 
And puff as some lightfooted messenger. 
In sooth my soul beneath its pack of thought 
Made many a halt and turned and turned again ; 
For conscience plied her spur and curb by turns. 
“Why hurry headlong to thy fate, poor fool ?”’ 
She whispered. Then again, “If Creon learn 
This from another, thou wilt rue it worse.” 
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ANTIGONE 


Thus Jeisurely | hastened on my road ; 

Much thought extends a furlong to a league. 

But in the end the forward voice prevailed, 

To face thee. I will speak though I say nothing. 
For plucking courage from despair methought, 

‘ Let the worst hap, thou canst but meet thy fate.’ 


CREON 
What is thy news? Why this despondency ? 


GUARD 

Let me premise a word about myself. 

I neither did the deed nor saw it done, 

Nor were it just that I should come to harm. 


CREON 
Thou art good at parry, and canst fence about — 
Some matter of grave import, as is plain. 


GUARD 
The bearer of dread tidings needs must — 


CREON 
Then, sirrah, shoot thy bolt and get thee gone. 


GUARD 

Well, it must out ; the corpse is buried ; someone 
E’en now besprinkled it with thirsty dust, 
Performed the proper ritual—and was gone. 


CREON 


What say’st thou? Who hath dared to do this thing 


GUARD 

I cannot tell, for there was ne’er a trace 

Of pick or mattock—hard unbroken ground, 
Without a scratch or rut of chariot wheels, 
No sign that human hands had been at work. 
When the first sentry of the morning watch 
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1 +d uh eidéva: MSS., Erfurdt corr. 
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Gave the alarm, we all were terror-stricken. 
The corpse had vanished, not interred in earth, 
But strewn with dust, as if by one who sought 
To avert the curse that haunts the unburied dead : 
Of hound or ravening jackal, not a sign. 
Thereat arose an angry war of words ; 
Guard railed at guard and blows were like to end it, 
For none was there to part us, each in turn 
Suspected, but the guilt brought home to none, 
From lack of evidence. We challenged each 
The ordeal, or to handle red-hot iron, 
Or pass through fire, affirming on our oath 
Our innocence—we neither did the deed 
Ourselves, nor know who did or compassed it. 
Our quest was at a standstill, when one spake 
And bowed us all to earth like quivering reeds, 
For there was no gainsaying him nor way 
To escape perdition: Ye are bound to tell 
The King, ye cannot hide tt; so he spake. 
And he convinced us all; so lots were cast, 
And I, unlucky scapegoat, drew the prize. 
So here Iam unwilling and withal 
Unwelcome ; no man cares to hear ill news. 

CHORUS 
I had misgivings from the first, my liege, 
Of something more than natural at work. 

CREON 

O cease, you vex me with your babblement ; 
I am like to think you dote in your old age. 
Is it not arrant folly to pretend 
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That gods would have a thought for this dead man ? 

Did they forsooth award him special grace, 

And as some benefactor bury him, 

Who came to fire their hallowed sanctuaries, 

To sack their shrines, to desolate their land, 

And scout their ordinances? Or perchance 

The gods bestow their favours on the bad. 

No! no! I long have noted malcontents, 

Who wagged their heads, and kicked against the 
yoke, 

Misliking these my orders, and my rule. 

Tis they, I warrant, who suborned my guards 

By bribes. Of evils current upon earth 

The worst is money. Money ’tis that sacks 

Cities, and drives men forth from hearth and home ; 

Warps and seduces native innocence, 

And breeds a habit of dishonesty. 

But they who sold themselves shall find their greed 

Out-shot the mark, and rue it soon or late. 

Yea, as I still revere the dread of Zeus, 

By Zeus I swear, except ye find and bring 

Before my presence here the very man 

Who carried out this lawless burial, 

Death for your punishment shall not suffice. 

Hanged on a cross, alive ye first shall make 

Confession of this outrage. This will teach you 

What practices are like to serve your turn. 

There are some villainies that bring no gain, 

For by dishonesty the few may thrive, 

The many come to ruin and disgrace. 
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ANTIGONE 


GUARD 
May I not speak, or must I turn and go 
Without a word ?— 
. CREON 
Begone ! canst thou not see 
That e’en this question irks me? . 


GUARD 


Where, my lord? 

Is it thy ears that suffer, or thy heart? 
CREON 

Why seek to probe and find the seat of pain? 
GUARD 

I gall thine ears—this miscreant thy mind. 
CREON 

What an inveterate babbler! get thee gone ! 
GUARD 

Babbler perchance, but innocent of the crime. 
CREON 

Twice guilty, having sold thy soul for gain. 

| GUARD | 


Alas! how sad when reasoners reason wrong. 


CREON 
Go, quibble with thy reason. If thou fail’st 
To find these malefactors, thou shalt own 
The wages of ill-gotten gains is death. 
[ Exit cREON. 
GUARD 
I pray he may be found. But caught or not 
Ga fortune must determine that) thou never 
halt see me here returning; that is sure. 
For past all hope or thought I have escaped, 
And for my safety owe the gods much thanks. 
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CHORUS (Str. 1) 
Many wonders there be, but naught more wondrous 
than man : 
Over the surging sea, with a whitening south wind 
wan 
Through the foam of the firth, man makes his perilous 


way; 

And the eldest of deities Earth that knows not toil 
nor decay .  fout, 

Ever he furrows and scores, as his team, year in year 

With breed of the yokéd horse, the ploughshare 
turneth about. 

(Ant. 1) 

The light-witted birds of the air, the beasts of the 
weald and the wood 

He traps with his woven snare, and the brood of 
the briny flood. 

Master of cunning he: The savage bull, and the hart 

Who roams the mountain free, are tamed by his 
infinite art ; 

And the shaggy rough-maned steed is broken to 
bear the bit. 


(Str. 2 
Speech and the wind-swift speed of counsel an 
civic wit, 
He hath learnt for himself all these ; and the arrowy 
rain to fly 
And the nipping airs that freeze, ’neath the open 
winter sky. 


He hath provision for all: Fell plague he hath 
learnt to endure ; 

Safe whate’er may befall: yet for death he hath 
found no cure, 


341 


342 


ANTITONH | 


avr. 8 
, * 3 , 2 N A . 
voowy & aunxyavev guyas Evpreppactar. 
coor TL TO unxavoev Téxvas UTrép EATS Exwv 
N \ 4 ¥: > 9 9 9 XN 4 
TOTE pev KAKOV, GAXoT én’ écOrov Eptret, 
yopous yepaipwv! yOovos Jew 7 Evopxov dixay, 
inpitrodis: atrods St@ TO Mt) KaAOV 370 
4 
Evverti Todas Yap. pHT éwol TapeaTttos 
/ oy a ral ax v 5 
yéVOLTO LNT LtaoV Ppovwy Os TAO Epoel. 
és Satpovioy Tépas appivo® 
4 a ION b , 
TOOE’ TOS EOS aGYTLNOYNTw 
4 >] 3 9 aQ?> 3 , 
THVvd ove elvat Taid’ “Avtuyorny. 
@ SUTTHVOS 
\ / ‘\ ? 4 
Kat dvatnvou Tatpos Oidi7rdda, 380 
Ti wot ; ov dn Tov Gé y aTLaTOvTaY 
Tois Bactnelotow aryovat vopols 
9 b 4 
cal év ddpootvn xaeXovtes; 
&YAAEZ 
@¢7Q> » » 4 ” e?% VA ‘ 
48 gar’ éxeivn Tovpyov 7 'Eecpyaocpevn’ 
tivd elhopev Odttoveav. GANA TOD Kpewr; 


XOPO 
88 éx Sopwv aroppos eis déov Trepa. 
KPEQN 
, > / 4 4 lA 
ti § gots; Tova Evppetpos mpovBynv TUX; 
#TAAE 


” “A b , b] > 9» if 
dvak, Bporotaw ovdév ot amrwporor. 
apevder yap } mivota THY yuwOpunv: errel 
Aa > @ nA tN DJ v4 3 \ 
axorn 70d nkev devp av éeEnuxouy éyw 390 
1 wapefpwy, MSS. Reiske corr. 


ANTIGONE 


(Ant. 2) 
Passing the wildest flight of thought are the cunning 
and skill, 
That guide man now to the light, but now to 
counsels of ill. | 
If he honours the laws of the land, and reveres the 
Gods of the State 
Proudly his city shall stand; but a cityless outcast I rate 
Whoso bold in his pride from the path of right doth 
' depart ; 
Ne’er may I sit by his side, or share the thoughts of 
his heart. 


What strange vision meets my eyes, 
Fills me with a wild surprise ? 
Sure I know her, sure ’tis she, 
The maid Antigone. 
Hapless child of hapless sire, 
Didst thou recklessly conspire, 
Madly brave the King’s decree? 
Therefore are they haling thee ? 
Enter auarD bringing ANTIGONE 
GUARD 
Here is the culprit taken in the act 
Of giving burial. But where’s the King * 
CHORUS 
There from the palace he returns in time. 
Enter CREON GREGN 
Why is my presence timely ? What has chanced? 
GUARD 
No man, my lord, should make a vow, for if 
He ever swears he will not do a thing, 
His afterthoughts belie his first resolve. 
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ANTITONH 


A a ? aA b 4 / : 
Tais cais atreiNats, als évetuacOny Tote, 
GN’ 4 yap éxTos Kal Tap édtridas yapa 
Eotxev GAA pKos ovdev HSovy, | 

b ] 
hiw, dc Spxwv Kaitrep dv atTwporos, 

, wv 4 >] A 4 4 
Kopny aywv tHVd’, ) KaOnpébn tTadov 
Koopovaa. KAnpos éev9dd ovK éemraAXeTOo, 
b) 9 ww "> 9 ON o b] Mv ‘ 
GX’ Eat émov Jotppatov, ovK AANOU, TOE. 

\ a ” , > Ss ¢ , \ 
kal viv, ava, tTHvd autos, ws OéXeLs, AaBov 

\ a ? li > >» AN > 9 / 

Kat kpive Kakédeyx eyo & édevOepos 
Sixauds eips TOVS amrndrdayOat Kaxov. 
KPEON 
nA , 
ayes dé thvde To TpdT@ TOOEY AaBov; 
@TAAEZ 
(4 A ” >” 4, > 9 , 
aidtn Tov avip ante wavt érictacat. 
KPEQN 
V4 \ , > a 
7m Kal Evving Kai réyess GPO@s & dys ; 
®TAAE 

4 2 ION 4 a \ ‘ \ 
TauTny y’ id@v Odmrroveuy bv ov TOV vexpov 

“a ? A 
atreitas. ap évdnra xal cadi rAéyo 
KPEON . 

\ a Cc A > +f e hf 

Kal TOS opaTat KaTriintros npéOn; 
STAAE 

a 9 \ a 9 ee \ C4 
TOLOUTOY Hv TO Tpaypy. Omrws yap Heopep, 
mpos cov Ta Seiv éexely emrnretAnpevot, 
Tacav KOVLY OnpaVvTEs, 1) KATELXE TOV 
VEKUY, HUO@Y TE TOLA YUpLVOCaVTeEs Ev, 
adn? dxpwv ex Tayov UIjvepot, 
Oouny amr avtov un Barou mehevyores, 
eyepTl Kivav avdp’ avnp émippobots 
Kaxotcw, eb TLS TOVS UKNdHoOL TrovoU.) 


1 &perdhoo: MSS. Bonitz corr. 
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ANTIGONE 


When from the hail-storm of thy threats I fled 
I sware thou wouldst not see me here again ; 
But the wild rapture of a glad surprise 
Intoxicates, and so I’m here forsworn. 

And here’s my prisoner, caught in the very act, 
Decking the grave. No lottery this time ; 
This prize is mine by right of treasure-trove. 
So take her, judge her, rack her, if thou wilt. 
She’s thine, my liege; but I may rightly claim 
Hence to depart well quit of all these ills. 


CREON 
Say, how didst thou arrest the maid, and where ? 


GUARD 
Burying the man. There’s nothing more to tell. 
CREON 
Hast thou thy wits? Or know’st thou what thou 
say’st? 
GUARD 


I saw this woman burying the corpse 
Against thy orders. Is that clear and plain? 


CREON 
But how was she surprised and caught in the act? 


GUARD 
It happened thus. No sooner had we come, 
Driven from thy presence by those awful threats, 
Than straight we swept away all trace of dust, 
And bared the clammy body. Then we sat 
High on the ridge to windward of the stench, 
While each man kept his fellow alert and rated 
Roundly the sluggard if he chanced to nap. 
So all night long we watched, until the sun 
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ANTITONH 


a 499 a ” > 9 7 
ypovoy Tad Hv TocovTor, at’ év aiPépu 
péow KaTéETTN AApTrPOS ALOU KUKAOS 
cat cavp €Oartre Kal tor éEaiduvns xOovos 
TUPHS dE'pas GKNTTOV, OUpdvioy AXOS, 
TipwAnoe tediov, Tacay aixi~wv PoBnv 
e , > > 9 , , 
DAs edidbos, év 8 évectoOn péyas 420 
aiOnp: pvaavtes 8 elyopev Ociav vocov. 
Kal Trovd amradXayévtos ev Ypov@ prKPO, 
) Wais OpaTa, KdvaKwKver TLKPAS 
” \ 4 e 4 “A 
dpvtOos o€vy POoyyov, ws Stay Kevns 
evVnS veooo ay oppavoy Bryn rA€xos" 

e fol 
ovTw Sé yavTn, Widov @s Opa véxur, 
yooow e&apwfev, éx 5 apas karas 
npato Totat TovUpyov é&erpyacpévots. 
cab yepaly evOds Surpiay déper covey, 
éx T EevKpOTHTOU YaXKEéas aponY TpoKou 430) 
yoaiat Tpirtrovdotat TOV véKxuY oTEper. 
ynpets iOovTes téuecOa, adv 5é vv 
OnpapeD evOds ovdév extremrAnypéevny, 
kal Tas Te mpocev Tas TE VOY Ney YopeEV 
mpates: amapvos 8 ovdeves xabiorarto, 
dp ndéws Enouye kadyewas apa. 
TO pév yap avTOV ex KaKav Tredevyévat 
nowrrov, és Kaxov 5€é TovS dirous aye 
anyewwov: adda Travta TavO’ Hoow AaBeiv 
€wot mwépuxe THs éuns owrnpias. 440 
KPEON 

\ 4 \ \ 4 > A 4 
aé bn, o€ THY vevouvcay eis TrédoY Kapa, 

\ a a \ / 4 
ons h xatapvel wn Sedpaxévar Tade ; 


ANTITONH 
\ \ A > bd A \ / 
kal onl Spacar kovn atrapvodpat TO 7. 


ANTIGONE 


Stood high in heaven, and his blazing beams 

Smote us. A sudden whirlwind then upraised - 

A cloud of dust that blotted out the sky, 

And swept the plain, and stripped the woodlands 

bare, 

_And shook the firmament. We closed our eyes 
And waited till the heaven-sent plague should pass. 
At last it ceased, and lo! there stood this maid. 

A piercing cry she uttered, sad and shrill, 

As when the mother bird beholds her nest 
Robbed of its nestlings; even so the maid 

Wailed as she saw the body stripped and bare, 

And cursed the ruffians who had done this deed. 

Anon she gathered handfuls of dry dust, - 

Then, holding high a well-wrought brazen urn, 

Thrice on the dead she poured a lustral stream. 
We at the sight swooped down on her and seized 
Our quarry. Undismayed she stood, and when 
We taxed her with the former crime and this, 

She disowned nothing. I was glad—and grieved ; 
For 'tis most sweet to ‘scape oneself scot-free, 

And yet to bring disaster to a friend 

Is grievous. Take it all in all, I deem 

A man’s first duty is to serve himself. 


CREON | 
Speak, girl, with head bent low and downcast eyes, 
Dost thou plead guilty or deny the deed? 


ANTIGONE 
Guilty. I did it, I deny it not. . 
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ANTITONH 


KPEQN 
ov pep KopiSous av OEaVTOV 7 Bere 
éEw Bapetas airias édevdOepor" 
ov & eimé poe py pijKos, arna TUYTOMOS, 
n0noba KknpuXOévta pn mpdooew TdA6¢ ; 


ANTITONH 
non TLS oun éperrov; euhavy yap Hv. 
KPEQN : 
wad S47 érorpas tovc® itrepBaiverv vomous ; 
ANTITONH 
ov yap Ti wou Levs Hv o Knpvé—as tabe, 450 


oud. ” Evvorros TOV Karo Geav Ain 
tovovad év avOparrovoww @ dpurev vopous* 
ovee abévew Tocobrov @ouny Ta oa 
xnpoypal’, @or ayparta Kkacpary Oewv 
vO pte dvvac bat Ovnrov bv0 brrepSpapeiv. 
ov yap Tt viv ye KayOés, GAN aei TOTeE 
of Tavra, Kovdels olden €& Stov ‘avy. 
TOUTWY yw OUK Euednor, avdpos ovdevos 
ppornie Seicac’, ev Geoion THV Stieny | 
moe: Cavovpérn yap e&g6n, Tt 8. av ; 460 
Kei iy ov Wpouxnpveas’ et be Tob OVvou 
mpoa dev Gavovdpar, xép8os aut’ éy@ eyo. 
dats yap €v TOANOICLY WS ey@ KAKOIS 
of, Tes 65° ovyl kaTOavev xépbos pépet ; 
ovTas epouye Tovde TOD popov Tuxely 
Tap ouder didryos: aANr’ av, él TOV é& é euins 
pntpos Oavovt’ aBatrrov 7 nvaoxXouny véKuD, 
xelvots ay T\youv" totade 5 ovK adyovopan, 
colo é i Sone vov papa paca Tuyxavew, 
ovxedov TL popw pwplay OdoKdavo. 470 


ANTIGONE 


CREON (fo GUARD) 
Sirrah, begone whither thou wilt, and thank 
Thy luck that thou hast ’scaped a heavy charge. 
(to ANTIGONE) 
Now answer this plain question, yes or no, 
Wast thou acquainted with the interdict ? 


ANTIGONE 
I knew, all knew; how should I fail to know? 


CREON 
And yet wert bold enough to break the law? 


ANTIGONE 

Yea, for these laws were not ordained of Zeus, 
And she who sits enthroned with gods below, 
Justice, enacted not these human laws. 
Nor did I deem that thou, a mortal man, 
Could’st by a breath annul and override 
The immutable unwritten laws of Heaven. 
_ They were not born to-day nor yesterday ; 
They die not; and none knoweth whence they 

sprang. 
I was not like, who feared no mortal’s frown, 
To disobey these laws and so provoke 
The wrath of Heaven. I know that I must die, 
E’en hadst thou not proclaimed it; and if death 
Is thereby hastened, I shall count it gain. 
For death is gain to him whose life, like mine, 
Is full of misery. Thus my lot appears 
Not sad, but blissful; for had I endured 
To leave my mother’s son unburied there, 
I should have grieved with reason, but not now. 
And if in this thou judgest me a fool, 
Methinks the judge of folly’s not acquit. 
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XOPOZ 
énhot TO yevine @ [Lov €& « a@pov TAT POS 
THs Tatdos elke 8 ovK eriotatat KaKots. 
KPEQN 
arn ioOt Tou Ta oKhyp. dryav ppovr|para 
Wintel padiora, Kal Tov éyxpatéaTatov 
aidnpov omtov eK T Ups TEpLoKedtp 
Opavabévta Kal payevta Treiot’ dv eloidots: 
TULKP@ XadivG § oiba TOUS Oupoupevous 
LIrTrous catapTud évTas: ov yap éxmrédet 
ppovety péy Gots Soides € éoTl TOV TéAAas. 
arn é bP pier pev TOT eEntiatato, 
VOMLOUS imepBaivovea TOUS TPOKELMLEVOUS: 
bBprs 5, eel déSpaxev, noe Sevrépa, 
TOUTOLS émauxeiv Kal ded paxviay yerav. 
7 vov éyw pep OUK avnp, attn & aunp, 
él Tait avai THOE KeLoeT aL Kpatn. 
aXNW’ él't” aderdins el” Opatmoverrépa 
Tou TAVvTos npeiv Znvos é épxetou upet, 
aury TE xn Evvatnos ovK aduerov 
opou KaKioTou Kal yap ovv Kelynv loov 
eTrarT La pae Tovse Bovredoa Tapov. 
Kai vu Kane’ : éow yap eldov aptiws 
hucowoay avtnv ovd émnBorov dpevav. 
prrel 50 Oupos 1 poo Oev npnaobat KhoTreus 
TOV pndev opOas év oxoT@ TEXVOLEvOOY" 
prod Ye pévTot XoTay € év KAKOiGt TLS 
adovs érerta TovTO KaddUvew OEXn. 
ANTITONH 
Oérers Te petlov 7) Kataxteival pm édXov; 
KPEQN 
éym pev ovdév: TodT éExwv dtravt’ exw. 
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ANTIGONE 


CHORUS 

A stubborn daughter of a stubborn sire, 

This ill-starred maiden kicks against the pricks. 
CREON 

Well, let her know the stubbornest of wills 

Are soonest bended, as the hardest iron, 

O’er-heated in the fire to brittleness, 

Flies soonest into fragments, shivered through. | 

A snaffle curbs the fieriest steed, and he 

Who in subjection lives must needs be meek. 

But this proud girl, in insolence well-schooled, 

First overstepped the established law, and then — 

A second and worse act of insolence— 

She boasts and glories in her wickedness. 

Now if she thus can flout authority 

Unpunished, I am woman, she the man. 

But though she be my sister’s child or nearer 

Of kin than all-who worship at my hearth, 

Nor she nor yet her sister shall escape 

The utmost penalty, for both I hold, 

As arch-conspirators, of equal guilt. 

Bring forth the other ; even now | saw her 

Within the palace, frenzied and distraught. 

The workings of the mind discover oft 

Dark deeds in darkness schemed, before the act. 

More hateful still the miscreant who seeks 

When caught, to make a virtue of a crime. 

ANTIGONE 

Would’st thou do more than slay thy prisoner ? 
CREON 

Not I; thy life is mine, and that’s enough. 
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ANTIPONH 

Ti Onta médres; ws éuol TOY Tov Oyor 
b \ OA > » , 
dpeotov ovdév und apeoOein rote 

a w” 9 9 4 >, w 
ovTw 5é cal col Tap’ apavidavort edu. 
xaitot 1oev Kré05 y' av evKNEéoTEpOY 
xaTécyov 7 Tov auTddedgov ev Tadw 
TWWeiaa; TovTols ToUTO Tac avddavelv 
héyour’ av, ef 7) yAGaaav eyKAHor PoBos. 
> ? e@ 4 > b ] b na 
GAN’ 4 Tupavuls TOAAG T AAN Eevdatpovel 

4 > A a , bd , 
xcakeotiv auth Spav réyev O & Bovr€erTae. 


KPEON 
\ a , a / ec oa 
av TovTO pouvn Ta@vde Kadpeiwv opas. 
ANTITONH 
Cc a @ > ¢ Vi , 
opaat xouToL, col & wriddovow oTopa. 
'  KPEQN — 
9 a A > a 
av & ov« ératdet, Tavde yupis eb ppoveis; 
ANTITONH 
A > e 
ovdeyv yap aiaxpov Tovs opoomAdyxvous oéPew. 
KPEQN 
bd 0 9 l4 , 
ovKouy Suatmos Y@ Katavtiov Javev; 
ANTITONH 
> a A ‘ 
Suatpos x wuas Te Kal TavTOV TraTpos. 
KPEQN 
a a 9 3 4 a a 4 
mas Ont éxeivm dvaveBh Timas Yapt; 
ANTITONH 
> 4 am ¢ A 
ov waptupyae: TAvO o xatOavev véxvs. 
KPEON 
el tol ode Tuas EF icou Te dvaceBel. 
ANTITONH 
ov yap Tt SodXos, ANN abEeAHos WreETO. 
KPEON 


mop0av 5é tnvde ynv: o 8 davtiatas drrep. 
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ANTIGONE 


ANTIGONE 

Why dally then? To meno word of thine 

Is pleasant : God forbid it e’er should please ; 

Nor am I more acceptable to thee. 

And yet how otherwise had I achieved 

A name so glorious as by burying 

A brother ? so my townsmen all would say, 

Were they not gagged by terror. Manifold 

A king’s prerogatives, and not the least 

That all his acts and all his words are law. 
CREON 

Of all these Thebans none so deems but thou. 


ANTIGONE 
These think as I, but bate their breath to thee. 


CREON 
Hast thou no shame to differ from all these ? 


ANTIGONE 
To reverence kith and kin can bring no shame. 


CREON 
Was his dead foeman not thy kinsman too? 


ANTIGONE 
One mother bare them and the self-same sire. 


CREON . 
Why cast a slur on one by honouring one ? 


ANTIGONE 
The dead man will not bear thee out in this. 


CREON 
Surely, if good and evil fare alike. 


ANTIGONE 
The slain man was no villain but a brother. 


CREON 
The patriot perished by the outlaw’s brand. 
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ANTITONH 


ANTITONH 
e aA 4 > ef A , iA @ ra 
opas 6 y “Aténs tods vosous touTous TrobeL. 
KPEON 
b b b] e N a ” A .Y) 
aXX OVY 0 XPNTTOS THO KAK® AAYELDV iGOs.. 
ANTITONH 
> a 4 
tis oldev ef KaTwWOEV evayn Tae; 
| KPEON 
, > ’ 
ovtot Tol ovVOpos, ovd Stav Oavn, Piros. 
ANTITONH 
ovToL auveyOeiv, AAA oupdirciv Epur. 
KPEON 


KATO vuv EXGova’, cf pednTeor, piret 


_xelvous: éuov be favros ovK ap&et yun. 


XOPO 
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péBos aiaxuver, 
Téyyoug evamra Traperdy. 
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ANTIGONE 
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ANTIGONE 
Nathless the realins below these rites require. 
CREON 
Not that the base should fare as do the brave. 
ANTIGONE 
Who knows if this world’s crimes are virtues there ? 
CREON 
Not even death can make a foe a friend. 
ANTIGONE 
My nature is for mutual love, not hate. 
CREON 


Die then, and love the dead if love thou must ; 
No woman shall be master while I live. 
Enter I8sMENE. 
CHORUS 
Lo from out the palace gate, 
Weeping o’er her sister's fate, 
Comes Ismene; see her brow, 
Once serene, beclouded now, 
See her beauteous face o’erspread 
With a flush of angry red. 
CREON 
Woman, who like a viper unperceived 
Didst harbour in my house and drain my blood, 
Two plagues I nurtured blindly, so it proves, 
To sap my throne. Say, didst thou too abet 
This crime, or dost abjure all privity ? 
ISMENE 
I did the deed, if she will have it so, 
And with my sister claim to share the guilt. 
ANTIGONE 
That were unjust. Thou would’st not act with me 
At first, and I refused thy partnership. 
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ANTITONH 


1ZMHNH 
aX’ év KaKoUs TOUS COLoLY OVK aicxXvvopat 
EvutrAovy épautny Tov maBous TOLOULEV Tp 


ANTIFONH 
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ANTIFONH 
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9 a \ a 9 > a >, a 
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Ww 4 > 4 a A / 
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ANTIGONE 


ISMENE 
But now thy bark is stranded, I am bold 
To claim my share as partner in the loss. 
ANTIGONE 
‘Who did the deed the under-world knows well : 
A friend in word is never friend of mine. 
ISMENE 
O sister, scorn me not, let me but share 
Thy work of piety, and with thee die. 
ANTIGONE 
Claim not a work in which thou hadst no hand ; 
One death sufficeth. Wherefore should’st thou die ? 


ISMENE 
What would life profit me bereft of thee ? 
| ANTIGONE 
Ask Creon, he’s thy kinsman and best friend. 


ISMENE 
Why taunt me?  Find’st thou pleasure in these 
gibes ? 


ANTIGONE 
"Tis a sad mockery, if indeed I mock. 
ISMENE 
O say if | can help thee even now. 
ANTIGONE 
No, save thyself; I grudge not thy escape. 
ISMENE 
Is e’en this boon denied, to share thy lot? 
ANTIGONE 
Yea, for thou chosed’st life, and I to die. 
ISMENE 


Thou canst not say that I did not protest. 
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ANTIFONH 
KANOS OV peV TOLS, TOIs 8 éyw SoKoUY poveiv. 
1ZMHNH 
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ANTITONH 
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KPEQN 
\ a a7? © 2 \ A , 4 
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IZMHNH 
4 \ 4 aA > + , 
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KPEON 
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} 
® pirtal’ Aipov, ds o° atidler tarnp. 
KPEON 


¥ a \ \ \ \ \ / 
ayav ye uTrets Kal Ov Kal TO Gor NEXOS. 
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ANTIGONE 


ANTIGONE 
Well, some approved thy wisdom, others mine. 
ISMENE 
But now we stand convicted, both alike. 
| ANTIGONE 
Fear not ; thou livest, I died long ago, 
Then when I gave my life to save the dead. 
CREON 
Both maids, methinks, are crazed. One suddenly 
Has lost her wits, the other was born mad. 
ISMENE 
Yea, so it falls, sire, when misfortune comes, 
The wisest even lose their mother wit. 
CREON 
I’ faith thy wit forsook thee when thou mad’st 
Thy choice with evil-doers to do ill. 


ISMENE 

What life for me without my sister here? 
CREON 

Say not thy sister here : thy sister’s dead. 
ISMENE 

What, wilt thou slay thy own son’s plighted bride ? 
CREON 

Aye, let him raise him seed from other fields. 
ISMENE 

No new espousal can be like the old. 
CREON 

A piegne on trulls who court and woo our sons. 

ANTIGONE 

O Hvemon: how thy sire dishonours thee! 

CREON — 


A plague on thee and thy accursed bride ! 
359 


ANTITONH 


XOPOX 
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ANTIGONE 


CHORUS 
What, wilt thou rob thine own son of his bride ? 


CREON 
Tis death that bars this marriage, not his sire. 


CHORUS 
So her death-warrant, it would seem, is sealed. 


CREON 

By you, as first by me; off with them, guards, 

And keep them close. Henceforward let them learn 
To live as women use, not roam at large. 

For e’en the bravest spirits run away 

When they perceive death pressing on life’s heels. 


CHORUS 

Thrice blest are they who never tasted pain! (Str. 1) 
If once the curse of Heaven attaint a race, 
The infection lingers on and speeds apace, 

Age after age, and each the cup must drain. 


So when Etesian blasts from Thrace downpour 
Sweep o’er the blackening main and whirl to land 
From Ocean's cavernous depths his ooze and sand, 

Billow on billow thunders on the shore. 


On the Labdacidae I see descending (Ant. 1) 
Woe upon woe ; from days of old some god 
Laid on the race a malison, and his rod 

Scourges each age with sorrows never ending. 


The light that dawned upon its last born son 

Is vanished, and the bloody axe of Fate 

Has felled the goodly tree that blossomed late. 
O Oedipus, by reckless pride undone! 
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ANTIGONE 


(Sir, 2) 
Thy might, O Zeus, what mortal power can quell ? 
Not sleep that lays al] else beneath its spell, 
Nor moons that never tire : untouched by Time, 
Throned in the dazzling light 
That crowns Olympus’ height, . 
Thou reignest King, omnipotent, sublime. 


Past, present, and to be, 

All bow to thy decree, 

All that exceeds the mean by Fate 

Is punished, Love or Hate. 

(Ant, 2) 

Hope flits about on never-wearying wings ; 
Profit to some, to some light loves she brings, 
But no man knoweth how her gifts may turn, 
Till "neath his feet the treacherous ashes burn. 
Sure 'twas a sage inspired that spake this word ; 

If evil good appear 

To any, Fate ts near ; 
And brief the respite from her flaming sword. 


Hither comes in angry mood 
Haemon, latest of thy brood ; 

Is it for his bride he’s grieved, 

Of her marriage-bed deceived, 
Doth he make his mourn for thee, 
Maid forlorn, Antigone ? 


CREON 
Soon shall we know, better than seer can tell. 
Learning my fixed decree anent thy bride, 
Thou mean’st not, son, to rave against thy sire ? 
Know’st not whate’er we do is done in love ? 
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AIMON 
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ANTIGONFE 


HAEMON 

O father, I am thine, and I will take 

Thy wisdom as the helm to steer withal. 

Therefore no wedlock shall by me be held 

More precious than thy loving governance. 
CREON 

Well spoken: so right-minded sons should feel, 

In all deferring to a father’s will. 

For 'tis the hope of parents they may rear 

A brood of sons submissive, keen to avenge 

Their father’s wrongs, and count his friends their own. 

But who begets unprofitable sons, 

He verily breeds trouble for himself, 

And for his foes much laughter. Son, be warned 

And let no woman fool away thy wits. 

Ill fares the husband mated with a shrew, 

And her embraces very soon wax cold. 

For what can wound so surely to the quick 

As a false friend? So spue and cast her off, 

Bid her go find a husband with the dead. 

For since I caught her openly rebelling, 

Of all my subjects the one malcontent, 

I will not prove a traitor to the State. 

She surely dies. Go, let her, if she will, 

Appeal to Zeus the God of Kindred, for 

If thus I nurse rebellion in my house, 

Shall not I foster mutiny without ? 

For whoso rules his household worthily, 

Will prove in civic matters no less wise. 

But he who overbears the laws, or thinks 

To overrule his rulers, such an one 
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ANTIGONE 


I never will allow. Whome’er the State . 

Appoints, must be obeyed in everything, 

Both small and great, just and unjust alike. 

I warrant such an one in either case 

Would shine, as King or subject ; such a man 

Would in the storm of battle stand his ground, 

A comrade leal and true; but Anarchy— 

What evils are not wrought by Anarchy! 

She ruins States, and overthrows the home, 

She dissipates and routs the embattled host ; 

While discipline preserves the ordered ranks. 

Therefore we must maintain authority 

And yield no tittle to a woman’s will. 

Better, if needs be, men should cast us out 

Than hear it said, a woman proved his match. 
CHORUS | 

To me, unless old age have dulled my wits, 

Thy words appear both reasonable and wise. 

. HAEMON 

Father, the gods implant in mortal men 

Reason, the choicest gift bestowed by heaven. 

‘Tis not for me to say thou errest, nor 

Would I arraign thy wisdom, if I could; . 

And yet wise thoughts may come to other men 

And, as thy son, it falls to me to mark 

The acts, the words, the comments of the crowd. 

The commons stand in terror of thy frown, 

And dare not utter aught that might offend, 

But I can overhear their muttered plaints, 

Know how the people mourn this maiden doomed 

For noblest deeds to die the worst of deaths. __ 
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ANTIGONE 


When her own brother slain in battle lay 
Unsepulchred, she suffered not his corse 

To lie for carrion birds and dogs to maul : 
Should not her name (they cry) be writ in gold? 
Such the low murmurings that reach my ear. 

O father, nothing is by me more prized 

Than thy well-being, for what higher good 

Can children covet than their sire’s fair fame, 
As fathers too take pride in glorious sons ? 
Therefore, my father, cling not to one mood, 
And deem not thou art right, all others wrong. 
For whoso thinks that wisdom dwells with him, 
That he alone can speak or think aright, 

Such oracles are empty breath when tried. 

The wisest man will let himself be swayed 

By others’ wisdom and relax in time. 

See how the trees beside a stream in flood 

Save, if they yield to force, each spray unharmed, 
But by resisting perish root and branch. 

The mariner who keeps his mainsheet taut, 

And will not slacken in the gale, is like 

To sail with thwarts reversed, keel uppermost. 
Relent then and repent thee of thy wrath ; 

For, if one young in years may claim some sense, 
I'll say ’tis best of all to be endowed 

With absolute wisdom ; but, if that’s denied, 
(And nature takes not readily that ply) 

Next wise is he who lists to sage advice. 


CHORUS 
If he says aught in season, heed him, King. 
to HAEMON) 
Heed thou thy sire too; both have spoken well. 
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ANTITONH 


KPEON 
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ANTIGONE 


CREON 

What, would you have us at our age be schooled, 

Lessoned in prudence by a beardless boy ¢ 
I1AEMON 

I plead for justice, father, nothing more. 

Weigh me upon my merit, not my years. 


CREON 

Strange merit this to sanction lawlessness ! 
HAEMON 

For evil-doers I would urge no plea. 
CREON 

Is not this maid an arrant law-breaker ? 
HAEMON 

The Theban commons with one voice say, No, 
CREON 

What, shall the mob dictate my policy ? 

HAEMON 

‘Tis thou, methinks, who speakest like a boy. 
CREON 

Am I to rule for others, or myself? 
HAEMON 

A State for one man is no State at all. 
CREON 

The State is his who rules it, so ’tis held. 

3 HAEMON 

As monarch of a desert thou wouldst shine. 
CREON 

This boy, methinks, maintains the woman’s cause. 
HIAEMON 

If thou be’st woman, yes. My thought’s for thee. 
CREON 


O reprobate, would’st wrangle with thy sire ? 
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~~ 


AIMON 
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ANTIGONE 


. HAEMON 
Because I see thee wrongfully perverse. 


CREON 
And am I wrong, if I maintain my rights ? 
HAEMON 
Talk not of rights ; thou spurn’st the due of Heaven. 
CREON | 
O heart corrupt, a woman’s minion thou ! 
HAEMON 
Slave to dishonour thou wilt never find me. 
| CREON 
Thy speech at least was all a plea for her. 
HAEMON 
And thee and me, and for the gods below. 
CREON 
Living the maid shall never be thy bride. 
HAEMON 
So she shall die, but one will die with her. 
CREON 
Hast come to.such a pass as threaten me? 
HAEMON 
What threat is this, vain counsels to reprove ? 
CREON 
Vain fool to instruct thy betters ; thou shalt rue it. 
HAEMON 
Wert not my father, I had said thou err’st. 
| CREON 
Play not the spaniel, thou a woman’s slave. 
HAEMON 
When thou dost speak, must no man make reply ? 
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KPEQN 
adn Ges; Gdn ov TQVO "Ohuprror, i ic ote, 
aipwv ért Spoyoure Sevvdcess € cue. 

cryarye TO pigos, ws KaT 6 Cupar’ avrixa 

mapovts OvnoKn TAnola TO vuphig. 
AIMON 

ov nT éporye, ToUTO pn SoENs TroTé, 

out? 78 orEtTaL Tota, ouT ovdapa 

TOUMOY Tpogowpet Kpar’ ev opOarois o opav, 

@s Tots OéXovet TaY hirwv paivy cvvev. 
XOPO2 

aunp, dva§, BéBnxev é€& o opyijs Tayus* 

voos & éorl TNALKOUTOS adynoas Bapus. 
KPEQN 

Sparta ppoveira peilov 7 h Kar avdp’ lov: 

Ta & ovv Kopa THOS ovK aTradrd£et popov. 


| _ XOPOX | 

adudw yap auT@ Kal Kataxteivat voeis; 
KPEQN 

ov THY ye py Ovyodcay: et yap ov NéryeELs. 
XOPO= 
4 A 

pop 6€ trotm Kai ode Bovrever xTaveiv; 
KPEQN 


dryov Epnuos vO av 7 Spore ariBos 
Kpuyw TeT pwoet Cioap € év KATMPUXL, 
popBiis TocobTOV ws ayos povov mpodeis, 
Ors | piac pa Tao rexpuyy TONS. 
Kael Tov” Aronv, ov povov oéBeu Jewv, 
aitoupévn Tov TevGera TO pi) Javeiv, 

i) yuocerar your: ara TypiKcaa? STL 
Tovos Tepiaaos eat Tay" Atdou céBew. 


780 


ANTIGONE 


CREON 
This passes bounds. By heaven, thou shalt not rate 
And jeer and flout me with impunity. 
Off with the hateful thing that she may die 
At once, beside her bridegroom, in his sight. 


HAEMON 
Think not that in my sight the maid shall die, 
Or by my side ; never shalt thou again 
Behold my face hereafter. Go, consort 
With friends who like a madman for their mate. 
[ Exit HAEMON. 
CHORUS 
Thy son has gone, my liege, in angry haste. 
Fell is the wrath of youth beneath a smart. 
CREON 
Let him go vent his fury like a fiend: 
These sisters twain he shall not save from death. 
CHORUS 
Surely, thou meanest not to slay them both? 


CREON 
I stand corrected ; only her who touched 
The body. 
CHORUS 
And what death is she to die? 


CREON 
She shall be taken to some desert place 
By man untrod, and in a rock-hewn cave, 
With food no more than to avoid the taint 
That homicide might bring on all the State, 
Buried alive. There let her call in aid 
The King of Death, the one god she reveres, 
Or learn too late a lesson learnt at last : 
’Tis labour lost, to reverence the dead. 
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CHORUS | 

(Str.) 

Love resistless in fight, all yield at a glance of thine 

eye, 

Love ae pillowed all night on a maiden’s cheek 
dost lie, 

Over the upland folds thou roam’st, and the track- 
less sea. 

Love the gods captive holds. Shall mortals not yield 
to thee? 

(Ant. ) 


Mad are thy subjects all, and even the wisest heart 

Straight to folly will fall, at a touch of thy poisoned 
dart. 

Thou didst kindle the auty this feud of kinsman 
with kin, 

By the eyes of a winsome wife, and the yearning 
her heart to win. 

For as her consort still, enthroned with Justice above, 

Thou bendest man to thy will, O all invincible Love. 


Lo I myself am borne aside, 
From Justice, as I view this bride. 
(O sight an eye in tears to drown) 
Antigone, so young, so fair, 
Thus hurried down 
Death’s bower with the dead to share. 
ANTIGONE 
(Str. 1) 
Friends, countrymen, my last farewell I make ; 
My journey’s done. 
One last fond, lingering, longing look I take 
At the bright sun. 
For Death who puts to sleep both young and old 
Hales my young life, 
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And beckons me to Acheron’s dark fold, 
An unwed wife. 
No youths have sung the marriage song for me, 
My bridal bed 
No maids have strewn with flowers from the lea, 
"Tis Death I wed. 
CHORUS 
But bethink thee, thou art sped, 
Great and glorious, to the dead. 
Thou the sword’s edge hast not tasted, 
No disease thy frame hath wasted. 
Freely thou alone shalt go 
Living to the dead below. 
ANTIGONE (Ant. 1) 
Nay, but the piteous tale I’ve heard men tell 
Of Tantalus’ doomed child, 
Chained upon Sipylus’ high rocky fell, 
That clung like ivy wild, 
Drenched by the pelting rain and whirling snow, 
Left there to pine, 
While on her frozen breast the tears aye flow— 
Her fate is mine. 
CHORUS 
She was sprung of gods, divine, 
Mortals we of mortal line. 
Like renown with gods to gain 
Recompenses all thy pain. 
Take this solace to thy tomb 
Hers in life and death thy doom. 
ANTIGONE 
Alack, alack! Ye mock me. Is it meet (Str. 2) 
Thus to insult me living, to my face? 
Cease, by our country’s altars I entreat, 
Ye lordly rulers of a lordly race. 
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O fount of Dirce, wood-embowered plain 

Where Theban chariots to victory speed, 
Mark ye the cruel laws that now havewrought my bane, 

The friends who show no pity in my need ! 
Was ever fate like mine? O monstrous doom, 

Within a rock-built prison sepulchred, 

To fade and wither in a living tomb, 

An alien midst the living and the dead. 


CHORUS 
In thy boldness over-rash (Str. 3) 
Madly thou thy foot didst dash 
’Gainst high Justice’ altar stair. 
Thou a father’s guilt dost bear. 


ANTIGONE (Ant. 2) 
At this thou touchest my most poignant pain, 
My ill-starred father’s piteous disgrace, 
The taint of blood, the hereditary stain, 
That clings to all of Labdacus’ famed race. 
Woe worth the monstrous marriage-bed where lay 
A mother with the son her womb had borne ; 
Therein I was conceived, woe worth the day, 
Fruit of incestuous sheets, a maid forlorn, 
And now I pass, accurséd and unwed, 
To meet them as an alien there below ; 
And thee, O brother, in marriage ill-bestead, 
"Twas thy dead hand that dealt me this death- 
blow. 
CHORUS 
Religion has her claims, ’tis true, (Ant. 3) 
Let rites be paid when rites are due. 
Yet is it ill to disobey 
The powers who hold by might the sway. 
Thou hast withstood authority, 
A self-willed rebel, thou must die. 
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ANTIGONE 
Unwept, unwed, unfriended, hence I go, 
No longer may I see the day’s bright eye ; 
Not one friend left to share my bitter woe, 
And o’er my ashes heave one passing sigh. 
| CREON 
If wail and lamentation aught availed 
To stave off death, I trow they'd never end. 
Away with her, and having walled her up 
In a rock-vaulted tomb, as I ordained, 
Leave her alone at liberty to die, 
Or, if she choose, to live in solitude, 
The tomb her dwelling. We in either case 
Are guiltless as concerns this maiden’s blood. 
Only on earth no lodging shall she find. 
ANTIGONE 
O grave, O bridal bower, O prison house 
Hewn from the rock, my everlasting home, 
Whither I go to join the mighty host 
Of kinsfolk, Persephassa’s guests long dead, 
The last of all, of all most miserable, 
I pass, my destined span of years cut short. 
And yet good hope is mine that I shall find 
A welcome from my sire, a welcome too, 
From thee, my mother, and my brother dear ; 
For with these hands, I laved and decked your limbs 
In death, and poured libations on your grave. 
And last, my Polyneices, unto thee 
I paid due rites, and this my recompense ! 
Yet am I justified in wisdom’s eyes. 
For even had it been some child of mine, 
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Or husband mouldering in death’s decay, 
I had not wrought this deed despite the State. 
What is the law I call in aid? ‘Tis thus 
I argue. Had it been a husband dead 
I might have wed another, and have borne 
Another child, to take the dead child’s place. 
But, now my sire and mother both are dead, 
No second brother can be born for me. 
Thus by the law of consciencé I was led 
To honour thee, dear brother, and was judged 
By Creon guilty of a heinous crime. 
And now he drags me like a criminal, 
A bride unwed, amerced of marriage-song 
And marriage-bed and joys of motherhood, 
By friends deserted to a living grave. 
What ordinance of heaven have I transgressed ? 
Hereafter can I look to any god 
For succour, call on any man for help? 
Alas, my piety is impious deemed. 
Well, if such justice is approved of heaven, 
I shall be taught by suffering my sin; 
But if the sin is theirs, O may they suffer 
No worse ills than the wrongs they do to me! 
CHORUS 
The same ungovernable will 
Drives like a gale the maiden still. 
CREON 
Therefore, my guards who let her stay 
Shall smart full sore for their delay. 
ANTIGONE 
Ah, woe isme! This word I hear 
Brings death most near. 
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CHORUS 
I have no comfort. What he saith, 
Portends no other thing than death. 

ANTIGONE 

My fatherland, city of Thebes divine, 
Ye gods of Thebes whence sprang my line, 
Look, puissant lords of Thebes, on me ; 
The last of all your royal house ye see. 
Martyred by men of sin, undone. 


Such meed my piety hath won. [ Exit. ANTIGONE. 
CHORUS 
Like to thee that maiden bright, (Str, 1) 


Danaé, in her brass-bound tower, 
Once exchanged the glad sunlight 

For a cell, her bridal bower. 
And yet she sprang of royal line, 

My child, like thine, 

And nursed the seed 

By her conceived 
Of Zeus descending in a golden shower. 
Strange are the ways of Fate, her power 
Nor wealth, nor arms withstand, nor tower ; 
Nor brass-prowed ships, that breast the sea 

From Fate can flee. 


Thus Dryas’ child, the rash Edonian King, (Anf. 1) 
For words of high disdain 
Did Bacchus to a rocky dungeon bring, 
To cool the madness of a fevered brain. 
His frenzy passed, 
He learnt at last 
"Twas madness gibes against a god to fling. 
For once he fain had quenched the Maenad’s fire ; 
And of the tuneful Nine provoked the ire. 
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(Str. 2) 
By the Iron Rocks that guard the double main, 
On Bosporus’ lone strand, 
Where stretcheth Salmydessus’ plain 
In the wild Thracian land, 
There on his borders Ares witnesséd 
The vengeance by a jealous step-dame ta’en, 
The gore that trickled from a spindle red, 
The sightless orbits of her step-sons twain. 
(Ant. 2) 
Wasting away they mourned their piteous doom, 
The blasted issue of their mother’s womb. 
But she her lineage could trace 
To great Erecththeus’ race ; 
Daughter of Boreas in her sire’s vast caves 
Reared, where the tempest raves, 
Swift as his horses o’er the hills she sped ; 
A child of gods ; yet she, my child, like thee, 
By Destiny 
That knows not death nor age—she too was 
vanquished. 
Enter TEIRESIAS and BOY. 
TEIRESIAS 
Princes of Thebes, two wayfarers as one, 
Having betwixt us eyes for one, we are here. 
The blind man cannot move without a guide. 
CREON 
What tidings, old Teiresias ? 
TEIRESIAS 
I will tell thee ; 
And when thou hearest thou must heed the seer. 
CREON 
Thus far I ne’er have disobeyed thy rede. 
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TEIRESIAS 

So hast thou steered the ship of State aright. 
: CREON 

I know it, and I gladly own my debt. 

TEIRESIAS 
Bethink thee that thou treadest once again 
The razor edge of peril. 

CREON 
What is this? 

Thy words inspire a dread presentiment. 

TEIRESIAS 
The divination of my arts shall tell. 
Sitting upon my throne of augury, 
As is my wont, where every fowl of heaven 
Finds harbourage, upon mine ears was borne 
A jargon strange of twitterings, hoots, and screams ; 
So knew I that each bird at the other tare 
With bloody talons, for the whirr of wings 
Could signify nought else. Perturbed in soul, 
I straight essayed the sacrifice by fire 
On blazing altars, but the God of Fire 
Came not in flame, and from the thigh bones dripped 
And sputtered in the ashes a foul ooze ; 
Gall-bladders cracked and spurted up: the fat 
Melted and fell and left the thigh bones bare. 
Such are the signs, taught by this lad, I read— 
As I guide others, so the boy guides me— 
The frustrate signs of oracles grown dumb. 
O King, thy wilful temper ails the State, 
For all our shrines and altars are profaned 
By what has filled the maw of dogs and crows, 
The flesh of Oedipus’ unburied son. 
Therefore the angry gods abominate 
Our litanies and our burnt offerings ; 
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Therefore no birds trill out a happy note, 
Gorged with the carnival of human gore. 

O ponder this, my son. To err is common 
To all men, but the man who having erred 
Hugs not his errors, but repents and seeks 
The cure, is not a wastrel nor unwise. 

No fool, the saw goes, like the obstinate fool. 
Let death disarm thy vengeance. O forbear 
To vex the dead. What glory wilt thou win 
By slaying twice the slain? I mean thee well 
Counsel’s most welcome if it promise gain. 


CREON 
Old man, ye all let fly at me your shafts 
Like archers at a target ; yea, ye set 
Your soothsayer on me. Pedlars are ye all 
And I the merchandise ye buy and sell. 
Go to, and make your profit where ye will, 
Silver of Sardis change for gold of Ind ; 
Ye will not purchase this man’s burial, 
Not though the wingéd ministers of Zeus 
Should bear him in their talons to his throne ; 
Not e’en in awe of prodigy so dire 
Would I permit his burial, for I know 
No human soilure can assail the gods ; 
This too I know, Teiresias, dire’s the fall 
Of craft and cunning when it tries to gloss 
Foul treachery with fair words for filthy gain. 


- 


TEIRESIAS 
Alas! doth any know and lay to heart— 
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CREON 
Is this the prelude to some hackneyed saw ? 
TEIRESIAS 
How far good counsel is the best of goods ? 
(cREON 
True, as unwisdom is the worst of ills. 
TEIRESIAS 
Thou art infected with that ill thyself. 
CREON 
I will not bandy insults with thee, seer. 
TEIRESIAS 
And yet thou say’st my prophecies are frauds. 
CREON 
Prophets are all a money-getting tribe. 
TEIRESIAS 
And kings are all a lucre-loving race. 
CREON 
Dost know at whom thou glancest, me thy lord ? 
TEIRESIAS 
Lord of the State and saviour, thanks to me. 
CREON 
Skilled prophet art thou, but to wrong inclined. 
TEIRESIAS 
Take heed, thou wilt provoke me to reveal 
The mystery deep hidden in my breast. 
CREON 
Say on, but see it be not said for gain. 
. TEIRESIAS 
Such thou, methinks, till now hast judged my words. 
CREON 
Be sure thou wilt not traffic on my wits. 
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TEIRESIAS 
Know then for sure, the coursers of the sun 
Not many times shall run their race, before 
Thou shalt have given the fruit of thine own loins 
In quittance of thy murder, life for life ; 
For that thou hast entombed a living soul, 
And sent below a denizen of earth, 
And wronged the nether gods by leaving here 
A corpse unlaved, unwept, unsepulchred. 
Herein thou hast no part, nor e’en the gods 
In heaven ; and thou usurp’st a power not thine. 
For this the avenging spirits of Heaven and Hell 
Who dog the steps of sin are on thy trail : 
What these have suffered thou shalt suffer too. 
And now, consider whether bought by gold 
I prophesy. For, yet a little while, 
And sound of lamentation shall be heard, 
Of men and women through. thy desolate halls ; 
And all thy neighbour States are leagued to avenge 
Their mangled warriors who have found a grave 
I’ the maw of wolf or hound, or winged bird 
That flying homewards taints their city’s air. 
These are the shafts, that like a bowman, I 
Provoked to anger, loosen at thy breast, 
Unerring, and their smart thou shalt not shun. 
Boy, lead me home, that he may vent his spleen 
On younger men, and learn to curb his tongue 
With gentler manners than his present mood. 
[Eatt TEIRESIAS. 
CHORUS 
My liege, the man hath gone, foretelling woe. 
And, O believe me, since these grizzled locks 
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Were like the raven, never have I known 
The prophet’s warning to the State to fail. 


CREON 
I know it too, and it perplexes me. 
To yield is grievous, but the obstinate soul 
That fights with Fate, is smitten grievously. 


CHORUS 
Son of Menoeceus, list to good advice. 
CREON 
What should Ido. Advise me. I will heed. 
CHORUS 


Go, free the maiden from her rocky cell ; 
And for the unburied outlaw build a tomb. 


CREON 
Is that your counsel? You would have me yield? 


CHORUS 
Yea, king, this instant. Vengeance of the gods 
Is swift to overtake the impenitent. 


CREON 
Ah! what a wrench it is to sacrifice 
My heart’s resolve ; but Fate is ill to fight. 


CHORUS | 
Go, trust not others. Do it quick thyself. 


CREON 
I go hot-foot. - Bestir ye one and all, 
My henchmen. Get ye axes. Speed away 
To yonder eminence. I too will go, 
For all my resolution this way sways. 
"T'was I that bound, I too will set her free. 
Almost I am persuaded it is best 
'l'o keep through life the law ordained of old. 
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CHORUS 
Thou by many names adored, (Str. 1) 
Child of Zeus the God of thunder, 
Of a Theban bride the wonder, 
Fair Italia’s guardian lord ; 


In the deep-embosomed glades 
Of the Eleusinian Queen, 
Haunt of revellers, men and maids, 
Dionysus, thou art seen. 


Where Ismenus rolls his waters, 

Where the Dragon’s teeth were sown, 
Where the Bacchanals thy daughters 

Round thee roam, 

There thy home ; 
Thebes, O Bacchus, is thine own. 


Thee on the two-crested rock (Ant. 1) 
Lurid-flaming torches see ; 
Where Corisian maidens flock, 
Thee the springs of Castaly. 
By Nysa’s bastion ivy-clad, 
By shores with clustered vineyards glad, 
There to thee the hymn rings out, 
And through our streets we Thebans shout 
All hail to thee 
Evoé, Evoé! 


Oh, as thou lov’st this city best of all, (Str. 2) 
To thee, and to thy Mother levin-stricken, 
In our dire need we call; 
Thou see’st with what a plague our townsfolk sicken. 
Thy ready help we crave, 
Whether adown Parnassian heights descending, 
Or o’er the roaring straits thy swift way wending, 
Save us, O save. 
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Soa 2) 
Brightest of all the orbs that breathe forth light, 
Authentic son of Zeus, immortal king, 
Leader of all the voices of the night, 
Come, and thy train of Thyiads with thee bring, 
Thy maddened rout 
Who dance before thee all night long, and shout, 
Thy handmaids we, 
Evoé, Evoé! 


Enter MESSENGER. 
MESSENGER 


Attend all ye who dwell beside the halls 

Of Cadmus and Amphion. No man’s life 
As of one tenour would I praise or blame, 
For Fortune with a constant ebb and rise 
Casts down and raises high and low alike, 
And none can read a mortal’s horoscope. 
Take Creon ; he, methought, if any man, 
Was enviable. He had saved this land 

Of Cadmus from our enemies and attained 

A monarch’s powers and ruled the state supreme, 
While a right noble issue crowned his bliss. 
Now all is gone and wasted, for a life 
Without life’s joys I count a living death. 
You'll tell me he has ample store of wealth, 
The pomp and circumstance of kings; but if 
These give no pleasure, all the rest I count 
The shadow of a shade, nor would I weigh 
His wealth and power ’gainst a dram of joy. 


CHORUS 
What fresh woes bring’st thou to the royal house ? 
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MESSENGER 
Both dead, and they who live deserve to die. 


CHORUS 
Who is the slayer, who the victim ? speak. 
MESSENGER 
Haemon ; his blood shed by no stranger hand. 
CHORUS 
What mean ye? by his father’s or his own? 


MESSENGER 
His own; in anger for his father’s crime. 


CHORUS 
O prophet, what thou spakest comes to pass ! 


MESSENGER 
So stands the case ; now 'tis for you to act. 


CHORUS 
Io! from the palace gates I see approaching 
Creon’s unhappy wife, Eurydice. 


Comes she by chance or learning her son’s fate ? 


Enter EURYDICE. 

EURYDICE. 
Ye men of Thebes, I overheard your talk. 
As I passed out to offer up my prayer 
To Pallas, and was drawing back the bar 
To open wide the door, upon my ears 


There broke a wail that told of household woe. 


Stricken with terror in my handmaids’ arms 
I fell and fainted. But repeat your tale 
To one not unacquaint with misery. 
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MESSENGER 
Dear mistress, I was there and will relate 
The perfect truth, omitting not one word. 
Why should we gloze and flatter, to be proved 
Liars hereafter? Truth is ever best. 
Well, in attendance on my liege, your lord, 
I crossed the plain to its utmost margin, where 
The corse of Polyneices, gnawn and mauled, 
Was lying yet. We offered first a prayer 
To Pluto and the goddess of cross-ways, 
With contrite hearts, to deprecate their ire. 
Then laved with lustral waves the mangled corse, 
Laid it on fresh-lopped branches, lit a pyre, 
And to his memory piled a mighty mound 
Of mother earth. Then to the caverned rock, 
The bridal chamber of the maid and Death, 
We sped, about to enter. But a guard 
Heard from that godless shrine a far shrill wail, 
And ran back to our lord to tell the news. 
But as he nearer drew a hollow sound 
Of lamentation to the King was borne. 
He groaned and uttered then this bitter plaint : 
‘Am I a prophet? miserable me! 
Is this the saddest path I ever trod ? 
"Tis my son's voice that calls me. On press on, 
My henchmen, haste with double speed to the tomb 
Where rocks down-torn have made a gap, look in 
And tell me if in truth I recognise 
The voice of Haemon or am heaven-deceived.”’ 
So at the bidding of our distraught lord 
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We looked, and in the cavern’s vaulted gloom 

I saw the maiden lying strangled there, 

A noose of linen twined about her neck ; 

And hard beside her, clasping her cold form, 

Her lover lay bewailing his dead bride 

Death-wedded, and his father’s cruelty. 

When the King saw him, with a terrible groan 

He moved towards him, crying, “O my son — 

What hast thou done? What ailed thee? What 

mischance 

Has reft thee of thy reason? O come forth, 

Come forth, my son; thy father supplicates.”’ 

But the son glared at him with tiger eyes, 

Spat in his face, and then, without a word, 

Drew his two-hilted sword and smote, but missed 

His father flying backwards Then the boy, 

Wroth with himself, poor wretch, incontinent 

Fell on his sword and drove it through his side 

Home, but yet breathing clasped in his lax ‘arms 

The maid, her pallid cheek incarnadined 

With his expiring gasps. So there they lay 

Two corpses, one in death. His marriage rites 

Are consummated in the halls of Death: 

A witness that of ills whate’er befall 

Mortals’ unwisdom is the worst of all. 
| [ att EURYDICE. 


CHORUS 
What makest thou of this? The Queen has gone 
Without a word importing good or ill. 


409 


410 


ANTITONH 


AITEAOZ 
KAUTOS TO cp BK’ éMrriat de Bookopar 
axn TéKVOU KAvovoay és modty yoous 
ovK akiwcew, aX U0 oTeyns éow 
Sumais Tm poOna ew mév0os oixetov orévely. 
YVOLNS yap OUK atretpos, WoO” duapTaverv. 


XOPOZ 

ovx old: enol 8 ov 4 7 ayav ovyn Bapv 

Soxet mrpoceivar yn warty TodA2 Bon. 
AITEAOZ 

arr’ elo oper Oa, pn TL KaL KATAOYETOV 

Kpugpy Karvrre Kapdia Oupoupéern, 

Sopous mapacrelXovtes ev yap ovv réyets. 

Kal THS ayav yap éott Tov ovyis Bapos. 
nore 

Kat pny 65° avakt avros epnner 

pvhw érionwov bia Xeupos exon, 

el Géurs evreiy, ovK ado piav 

aTnV, GAN’ avTos dpapTav. 


KPEQN 


dA , 
b@ OTp. @ 


dpevav duvadpover dpuaptnyata 
oTeped Gavaroevt’ , 


@ KTaVOVTas TE Kal 
Gavovtas Brérovtes éudvrious. 
Got eva avorBa Bovdeuparer. 
be Tat, vos véw Ev pope, 

aiai aial, 

Eaves, arrervOns, 

b a Qi a f 

éuais ovde caioe dva Bovriats, 
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ANTIGONE 


MESSENGER 
I marvel too, but entertain good hope. 
’Tis that she shrinks in public to lament 
Her son’s sad ending, and in privacy 
Would with her maidens mourn a private loss. 
Trust me, she is discreet and will not err. 


CHORUS 
I know not, but strained silence, so I deem, 
Is no less ominous than excessive grief. 


MESSENGER 


Well, let us to the house and solve our doubts, 
Whether the tumult of her heart conceals 
Some fell design. It may be thou art right: 
Unnatural silence signifies no good. 


CHORUS 


Lo! the King himself appears. 
Evidence he with him bears 

’Gainst himself (ah me! I quake 
’Gainst a king such charge to make) 
But all must own, 

The guilt is his and his alone. 


CREON 


Woe for sin of minds perverse, (Str. 1) 
Deadly fraught with mortal curse. 
Behold us slain and slayers, all akin. 
Woe for my counsel dire, conceived in sin. 
Alas, my son, 
Life scarce begun, 
Thou wast undone. 
The fault was mine, mine only, O my son ! 
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ANTITONH 


XOPO= 
oiw’ ws otxas oe THy Sixny Loetv. 

KPEQN 
oi mor, otp. B 
exo pabov dethawos: év 8 éuo@ Kapa 
Geos TOT’ apa TOTE péya Bapos p’ éXov 
eT aLoeD, ev © Ev eurev aypiats o ois, 
olpot, hakmarntov aVYTpPETTOV Yapav. 
hed hed, @ trovot Bpotav Svcotrovot. 

EEATTEAOZ 

a déarr08, as Exon Te Kal KEKTNMEVOS, 
Ta pev 7 po Xeupov Tdbe hépwv, Ta é év d0pots 
orcas Hee Kai Tay’ dYrecOat Kaxd. 1280 


KPEQN 

ti 8 éotiy av KdKwov €x Kakov ETL; 
EZAITEAOS 

yuvn TéOvnKe, TOVSE TALUNTwP VEKpOdD, 
SvoTHVvos, ApTL vEeoToMoLaL TANYpLAcLV. 

KPEQN 
ta. | QVvT. a 
iw Suoxdbaptos ” Avdov ALND, 
Ti pw dpa Ti pw odrExKeLs; 
@ kaxayyehta wot 
TpoTréupas d ayn, tiva Opoeis Aoyov; 
aati, OAwWACT avop emebetpyaow. 
Tb pys, TAL; tiv’ av Aéryets Loe VEor, 
atat aiai, 1290 
opayiov € ér 0AeO pp 
yuvatketov audixeta Oar popov; 
ee ea i 
opay Tapeotiy' ov yap ev puyots ETL. 
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ANTIGONE 


CHORUS 
Too late thou seemest to perceive the truth. 


CREON (Str. 2) 
By sorrow schooled. Heavy the hand of God, 
Thorny and rough the paths my feet have trod, 
Humbled my pride, my pleasure turned to pain ; 
Poor mortals, how we labour all in vain! 


SECOND MESSENGER 
Sorrows are thine, my lord, and more to come, 
‘One lying at thy feet, another yet 
More grievous waits thee, when thou comest home. 


CREON 
What woe is lacking to my tale of woes? 


MESSENGER | 
Thy wife, the mother of thy dead son here, 
Lies stricken by a fresh inflicted blow. 


CREON 
How bottomless the pit! (Ant. 1) 
Dost claim me too, O Death? 
What is this word he saith, 
This woeful messenger? Say, is it fit 
To slay anew a man already slain ? 
Is Death at work again, 
Stroke upon stroke, first son, then mother slain ? 


CHORUS 
Look for thyself. She lies for all to view. 
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ANTITONH 


KPEQN 
olpot, avr. f' 
Kakov T00 GAXo SevTEpov BrA€TTH TAXas. 
Tis dpa, Tis Me TrOTMOS ETL TrEpLpEeveEl; 
éyw pey év Yelperou aptiws Téxvor, 
VA \ w” / 
Tdadas, Tov & évavta poo PAeTrw vEexpov. 
hed hed parep abXa, hed téxvov. 1300 
EEZAITEAOZ 
> , 
9 8 o&vOnKt@ Bopia trepi Eider! 
Aver KeAawa Brthapa, xoxioaca pev 
Tov mpiv Oavovtos Meyapéws KrELvov AAXOs, 
avis 5é tovde, Nota Otov Sé col KaKas 
mpdkeas épupyvncaca T@ TradoxTove. 
- KPEQN 
7 A 7 A 
aati ava, oTp. ¥' 
J la 4 , > b) J a 
avértay poB8@. Ti ph OvK avTaiay 
Errata ey Tis augpOnxre@ Eiher; 
deiAaLos eyo, aiai, 1310 
, \ UA 4 
Sevraig Sé cuyxéxpapar dva. 
EEZAITEAOZ 
e > / le) > , 4 
@> aitiay ye TaVvde KaKeivor Exwv 
mpos THS Oavovans THOS ereoKnTrTOV popwr. 
KPEQN 
, \ 9 4 > 9 a“ / 
moi dé KatreXvoaT ev hovais TpoTr@; 
EZAITTEAOS 
J % e 3 > , e a a 
Taicac’ vd’ hrap avToxerp avTHy, STrws 
matoos TOO yoOer GEvKwKUTOY TdOos. 
KPEON | 
9 a! 
@pLol wot, TAO OVK ET AAXOY BpoTayv aTp.d' 
éuas adppoce mor é€ attias. 
éy@ yap o éy@ Exavov, @ MéXEOS, 
1 9 8 bvOnKros Hde Baoula xépit MSS. Arndt corr. 
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ANTIGONE 


CREON 
_ Alas! another added woe I see. (Ant. 2) 
What more remains to crown my agony ? 
A minute past I clasped a lifeless son, 
And now another victim Death hath won. 
Unhappy mother, most unhappy son! 


MESSENGER 
Beside the altar on a keen-edged sword 
She fell and closed her eyes in night, but erst 
She mourned for Megareus who nobly died 
Long since, then for her son; with her last breath 
She curséd thee, the slayer of her child. 


CREON 
I shudder with affright. (Str. 3) 
O for a two-edged sword to slay outright 
A wretch like me, 
Made one with misery. 


MESSENGER 
"Tis true that thou wert charged by the dead Queen 
As author of both deaths, hers and her son’s. 


CREON 
In what wise was her self-destruction wrought ? 


MESSENGER 
Hearing the loud lament above her son 
With her own hand she stabbed herself to the heart. 
_ CREON 
I am the guilty cause. 1 did the deed, (Str. 4) 
Thy murderer. Yea, I guilty plead. 
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ANTITONH 


f 
éyo, daw Erupov. iw mpoomronot, 132 
aryeTé pO TL TaYLOT, GyeTé pw ExTrodwy, 
a VA 
TOV OUK 6VTAa paAXOV hy pndéva. 
XOPOS 


a 4 3 wn 
xépon Trapauveis, ef te Képdos ev KaKors* 
9 \ , 
Bpaxiota yap Kpdtiota Tay Trocly Kakd. 


KPEQN a , 
5) : . ? 
itw ito, avT. ¥ 
4 / ¢€ 4 > 1 
PavyTw Lopwv o KadrAdoT éexwv 
é€uol Tepuiav dywv dpépav 1331 
vTratos: itw ita, 
v4 4, o@ BA ? > , 
OTWS UNKeT Apuap GAN cicidw. 
XOPOS 


A a \ 
Héd\KovTa TadTa. TeV mpoKELpévwv TE x p1) 
va) \ / 
Tpacoew wéhet yap TOVS STOLL YH médeLD. 


KPEQN 
adr’ ov ép@, ToadTa cvycatnuedunv. 


XOPOX 
pn vuV Tpocevyou under Os TemTpapéerns 
vvK €ott Ovntois cuppopas amradnday?. 
KPEQN 
ayo’ dv padrasov avdp’ éxrrodav, avtT. © 
OS, @ Tal, 6 7° OVX EKWV KAKTAVOV 1340 
ao€ T av rave, @[POL [LENCOS, OVO exo 
61a mpos woTEpa KMOG mdvTa yap 
Néypta tav xepoiv, Ta 8 el xpati por 
MOTOS SUTKOMLGTOS EionAATO. 


1 éuay MSS. Pallis corr. 
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ANTIGONE 


My henchmen, lead me hence, away, away, 
A cipher, less than nothing; no delay ! 


CHORUS 
Well said, if in disaster aught is well : 
[lls past endure demand the speediest cure. 


CREON 
Come, Fate, a friend at need, (Ant. 3) 
Come with all speed ! 
Come, my best friend, 
And speed my end! 
Away, away ! 
Let me not look upon another day ! 


CHORUS 
This for the morrow ; to us are present needs 
That they whom it concerns must take in hand. 


CREON 
I join your prayer that echoes my desire. 


CHORUS 
O pray not, prayers are idle ; from the doom 
Of fate for mortals refuge is there none. 


CREON 
Away with me, a worthless wretch who slew (Ant. 4) 
Unwitting thee, my son, thy mother too. 
Whither to turn I know not; every way 
Leads but astray, 
And on my head I feel the heavy weight 
Of crushing Fate. 
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ANTITONH 


XOPOZ 
TOAA® TO Ppoveiv evdarpovias 
mpa@tov umdpye pn SéTa x eis Oeovs 
pndev acemteiv: peyarot dé Novyot | 1350 
peydXas TANyas TOV UIrEepavywr 
ATOTICAVYTES 
ynpa To ppovety edida€av. 


ANTIGONE 


CHORUS 
Of happiness the chiefest part 
Is a wise heart : 
And to defraud the gods in sags 
With peril’s fraught. 
Swelling words of high-flown might 
Mightily the gods do smite. 
Chastisement for errors past 
Wisdom brings to age at last. 


END OF VOL, I. 
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